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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR  dF  THE  TIMES,  ON  THE 

REFORM   POOR  LAW. 

"  I  am  no  orator  as  Brutus  is: 
"  But,  as  you  know  me  all,  a  plain  blunt  man, 
"That  love  my  friends; 

"  For  I  have  neither  wit,  nor  words,  nor  worth, 
"  Action,  nor  utterance,  nor  the  power  of  speech, 
"  To  stir  men's  blood  ;  I  only  speak  right  on.'' 

Julius  CcBsar,  act  3,  scene  2, 

Sir, 

T  am  induced,  by  reasons  which  will  appear  in  the  following  pages, 
to  offer  you,  for  publication  in  The  Times,  a  short  series  of  letters  on  the 
Reform  Poor  Law,  with  some  account  of  its  working  in  the  Bridgwater  Unions 
I  make  this  offer  under  an  almost  overwhelming  sense  of  the  importance  of  the 
subject,  and  under  a  deep  conviction,  to  use  your  own  words,  "  that  no  man, 
whatever  his  rank,  station,  or  calling  may  he,  can  employ  himself  with  more 
credit  in  the  eyes  of  God  or  man  than  in  using  his  utmost  endeavours  to  pro- 
cure a  mitigation  of  the  cruel,  the  inhuman,  and  the  unchristian  administra- 
tion of  the  New  Poor  Law." 

I  would,  Sir,  even  at  this  first  step,  guard  myself  from  being  considered  an 
advocate  for  any  of  the  abuses  of  parochial  administration,  which  were  so 
prevalent  under  the  fonner  system ;  but  in  doing  this,  I  protest  against  these 
abuses  being  pleaded  in  the  nature  of  "  a  set  off,"  as  they  daily  are,  by  the 
interested  agents  of  the  Reform  Poor  Law  and  its  admirers.  These  men  adopt 
the  course  taken  by  the  apologists  of  Marat  and  Robespierre;  they  defend  the 
atrocities  of  the  new  system  by  citing  the  defects  of  the  old  one.  When  the 
imprisonments,  starvations,  banishments,  and  dishonoured  graves,  consequent 
upon  the  Malthusian  Poor  Law  are  protested  against,  the  throats  of  the  whole 
school  are  strained  in  a  declamation  against  the  abuses  of  the  old  system. 
When  they  have  rendered  these  sufficiently  black,  they  proceed  in  argument 
as  if  all  persons  who  disapprove  of  their  new  abuses  must,  of  course,  be 
partisans  of  the  old  ones  ;  as  if  all  those  who  reprobate  a  system  of  heartless 
cruelty  ought  to  be  considered  as  advocates  for  idleness,  imposition,  and 
turbulence. 

"  I  admit  that  the  necessities  of  these  new-light  philosophers  do  compel  them  to  this 
base  and  contemptible  fraud.  Nothing  can  reconcile  men  to  their  proceedings  and 
projects  but  the  supposition  that  there  is  no  third  option  between  them  and  some  other 
odious  tyranny.  This  prattling  of  theirs  hardly  deserves  the  name  of  sophistry;  it  is 
nothing  but  plain  -mpudence." — Burkt. 

Have  these  gentlemen  never  heard  of  anything  between  a  grinding  despotism 
and  a  mob  pampere4  into  idleness  and  turbulence  ?  Have  they  never  heard 
of  justice  administered  with  firmness  and  tempered  with  mercy  ?  It  is  in  such 
a  spirit  that  the  reformation  of  abuses  should  be  dealt  with.  But  while  I  would 
give  up  all  proved  abuses  of  the  former  system  ;  I  would  not  yield  or  com- 
promise one  iota  of  the  legal  rights  of  the  poor:  that  these  rights  have  been 
audaciously  subverted  ;  that  this  subversion  has  been  followed  up  by  cruelties 
previously  unknown  amongst  us,  and  that  the  infliction  of  these  cruelties  has 
been  solemnly  ratified  by  authority  under  the  cloak  of  a  pretended  inquiry,  are 
some  of  the  points  to  which  the  attention  of  the  public  is  proposed  to  be  called. 


It  is  essential  to  a  riglit  feeling  on  this  subject  that  the  character  of  the 
testimony  which  jiaved  the  way  for  the  introduction  of  the  Reform  Poor  Law 
should  he  kept  before  the  public  eye.  It  should  never  be  lost  sight  of  until 
this  monstrous  specimen  of  legislative  injustice  is  repealed  or  amended,  that  the 
most  provident  and  industrious  ])opulation  in  the  world  had  their  rights  sub- 
verted by  the  I<egislaturc  under  the  ))retence  of  their  being,  generally,  worthless, 
profligate,  vicious,  improvident,  turbulent,  and  incendiaries.  The  i)ublic 
judgment  having  been  thus  debauched,  the  Poor  were  given  up  without  a 
struggle  to  the  tender  mercies  of  their  defamers,  and  in  a  state  of  utter  help- 
lessness thrown  into  the  clutches  of  mercenaries  who,  having  devised  the 
calumny,  were  now,  under  various  official  designations,  to  revel  in  the  spoil. 

However  detestable  the  mass  of  falsehood  collected  out  of  doors,  it  was 
eagerly  responded  to  by  kindred  spirits  within.  The  Lord  Chancellor 
Brougham,  the  organ  of  the  Reform  Administration  in  the  House  of  Lords,  is 
exhibited  in  a  pamphlet  (said  to  be  published  by  himself  as  his  speech  on  the 
Poor  Laws)  echoing,  in  his  peculiar  style,  the  out-door  calumnies.  Frantic  in 
his  denunciation  of  the  poor,  and  exhibiting  in  this  pamphlet-speech  a  contempt 
for  truth  which  has  seldom  been  equalled  by  the  most  depraved  of  mankind, 
this  man,  who  ought  to  have  been  a  personification  of  calm  and  deliberative 
justice — this  man,  who  was  receiving  the  revenues  of  a  prince  from  the  sweat 
of  the  labouring  poor,  denounced  them  as  being  so  vicious,  so  lazy,  and  so 
degi'aded,  that  "  the  destruction  of  all  property,"  as  a  consequence  of  this 
alleged  criminality,  "  was  staring  us,  and  at  no  great  distance,  in  the  face." 

I  have  in  another  publication*  substantially  refuted  some  of  these  calum- 
nies; but  the  poor,  and  especially  the  agricultural  poor,  are  now  sufTering  under 
the  consequence  of  the  falsehoods.  The  law  which  was  introduced  by  this 
wicked  vituperation  has  gone  forth  in  all  its  harshness  and  severity,  without 
being  redeemed  by  one  single  kindly  feature.  This  could  never  have  been 
effected  had  not  the  public  mind  been  most  grievously  prejudiced  against  the 
poor,  who  were  by  their  defamers  stripped  of  every  virtue,  accused  of  every 
vice,  and  offered  up  a  polluted  and  helpless  sacrifice  to  sordid  Mammon, 
"  The  least  erected  spirit  that  fell  from  Rea\  e!i." 

Not  only  have  the  accumulated  masses  of  calumny  lieaped  on  the  poor  been 
used  to  cover  the  introduction  of  an  unjust  and  cruel  law,  but  these  calumnies 
have  been  made  the  pretext  for  jiersecutiut  the  poor  with  a  vigour  even  beyond 
that  laiv.  On  the  Bishop  of  F-xeter's  motion  ill  the  House  of  Lords,  "that 
there  he  laid  before  this  House  a  cojiy  of  any  rule  or  rules  intule  by  the  Poor 
Law  Commissioners  preventing  the  pauper  inmates  of  workhouses  from  attend- 
ing divine  worship  in  their  separate  parish  churches  on  the  Iiord's  day,"  Lord 
Melbourne  is  reported  to  have  said,  "he  vvould  recommend  to  the  commissioners, 
as  a  general  rule,  that  not  only  should  not  the  inmates  of  a  workhouse  be 
allowed  to  go  out  on  Sunday,  but  that  they  .should  not  be  allowrd  to  go  out 
at  all" 

Here  is  a  sentence  of  unmitigated,  perpetual,  and  hopeless  incarceration, 
praved  for  by  Her  Majesty's  Prime  Minister  against  the  -whole  body  of  his 
helpless  fellow-subjects.  Perhaps  no  reckless  idler  of  time,  paid  for.  hy  the 
people,  has  ventured  on  a  more  heartless  proscription  shu-e  tl:e  mandates' of 
Tiberius  were  hatched  in  the  sty  of  Capreae  and  fulminated  in  the  Capitol. 


*    A  LETTER  TO  THE  KING  IN  REFUTATION  OF  SOME  OF  THE  CHARGES  PREFERRED 
AGAINST  THE  TPOOR.      PUBLISHED  BY  HATCHARD  AMD  SON,  PICCADILLY. 
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But  as  it  is  a  principle  in  tlie  nature  of  "such  misrepresentation  as  that  with 
whicli  the  poor  have  been  assailed  to  pall  on  the  fjublic  ear.  it  is  essential  that 
the  cahnniiy  should  be  renewed  at  intervals.  My  Lord  John  Russell,  acting  oa 
this  principle,  made  an  o]jportunily,  in  tlie  course  of  his  late  speech  "on  a  system 
of  Poor  Laws  for  Ireland,"  to  revivify  the  calumny  heaped  on  his  countrymen, 
by  panegyrizing  the  i'oresight  and  ]>rudence  of  J rish  labom-ers,  at  the  expense 
of  l<;nglish  ones,  'i'he  2U,U00  Irish  labourers,  who  are  said  to  come  from 
Dublin  annually,  to  assist  in  getting  in  the  harvest  in  England,  "  carry  back 
with  them,"  said  his  Lordship,  "from  £6.  to  £15.  each.  While  if  an 
Englishman  received  (rem  £4.  to  £o.  at  once,  it  generaUi/  happened  that  the 
sum  was  all  but  lost  to  him,  Irom  being  expended,  in  the  couise  ol  two  or  three 
days,  in  dissipation  and  debauchery."  Here  we  have  "  dissipation  and  de- 
bauchery" set  up  as  "generally"  characteristic  of  the  English  labourer,  in 
contradistinction  to  Irish  "  I'oresight  and  ])rudence,"  and  set  up  too  by  Her 
Majesty's  leader  of  the  House  of  Commons: — the  exploded  thunder  of  the 
woolsack  squeaked  through  a  penny  trumpet ! 

Does  not  this  sorry  trumpeter  know  that  the  English  labourers  whom  he  so 
wantonly  libels  as  genernlhj  dhsipaling  their  earnings  have  providently 
invested  a  larger  sum  in  Sa\  ings  Banks  and  Friendly  Societies  than  appears  to 
have  been  so  invested  in  all  the  rest  of  Ivirope  ?  Has  he  not  read  the  accoiuit 
published  by  tlie  Poor  Law  Commissioner  ol'  the  "  foresight  and  prudence"  of 
these  Irish  mowers  and  reapers  ? 

"  No  person,''  saj's  the  reporter,  "who  has  not  seen,  could  have  a  notion  of  the  crowds 
of  Irish  applying  at  Liverpool  to  be  relieved  and  passed  to  Dublin,  or  of  the  poverty  aud 
wretchedness  which  they  generally  exhibit.  Yet  there  is  no  doubt  that  many  of  the  appli- 
cants are  able  to  pay  for  their  piissa(/e,  but  choose  to  make  the  ey-perimcnt  of  applying  for 
a  passage  at  the  expense  of  the  couuty ;  husbands  send  their  wives  and  families  to  beg  a 
passage  ;  men  trust  their  clothes  and  money  to  a  companion,  and  present  themselves  in 
apparent  destitution  ;  others  conceal  their  money  in  their  cravats  or  stockings." 

Is  this  the  "  foresight  and  prudence"  trumpeted  forth  as  an  example  for  the 
"  generally  dissipated  and  debauclied  "  Engli:-h  labourer  ?  Does  not  this 
trumpeter  know  that  there  are  many  thousands  of  his  calumniated  countrymen 
who  work  Ibr  7s.  a- week  P  Does  lie  not  know  that  7s.  a-week  is  £iS.  4s.  for 
62  weeks;  that  £18.  4s.  for  the  wliole  year  is  only  £3-  4s.  more  than  he 
gravely  represents  the  Irishman  to  have  saved  out  of  his  harvest  wages,?  It  is, 
perhaps,  assuming  too  much  to  suppose  that  he  does  know  this,  but  siu'ely  he 
onght  to  know  it. 

Such  is  a  sample  of  the  trashy  assertions  with  which  the  English  poor  are 
assailed  by  the  Lroughams,  the  Melbournes  and  the  Russells,  to  justify  the 
enormities  of  the  Reform  Poor  Law  !  My  unfortunate  brethren  have' been 
denounced  as  dissipated,  lazy,  and  degraded  incendiaries,  by  a  band  of 
needy  mercenaries,  who,  having  succeeded  in  quartering  themselves  on  the 
half-led  labourei-,  must  now  laugh  in  their  sleeves  at  seeing  their  calumnies 
spouted  second-hand  by  the  mountebanks  of  the  State.  But,  however  mon- 
strous these  calumnies  are,  they  have  done  their  work  on  the  English  poor  with 
terrific  effect.  The  gruel  and  the  cell,  hunger,  disease,  and  premature  death, 
attest  the  extent  to  which  the  publ.c  mind  has  been  debauched  by  the  charlatans 
who  denounce  the  English  poor  as  monsters  of  dissipation  and  iniquity.  Such 
■was  the  first  step  in  the  Reform  Poor  Law,  and  such  have  been  the  fattO, 
consequences. 


Bridgwater,  Dec.  20,  1837, 
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LETTER  II 

"  Wo  unto  them  that  decree  unrighteous  decrees,  and  that  write  grievousness  which 
they  have  prescribed;  to  turn  aside  the  needy  from  judgment,  and  to  take  away  the 
SIGHT  from  the  poor  of  my  people." 

Isaiah,  chapter  x. 

Sir, — Having  in  my  last  shown  the  means  hy  which  the  piihlic  mind  was 
prepared  for  despoiling  the  poor  of  their  right — having  shown  that  similar 
means  are  now  resorted  to  by  men  in  office  for  perpetuating  the  delusion  an4 
aggravating  the  wrong,  I  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  right  which  has 
been  so  subverted.  It  would  be  irksome  to  refier  to  the  many  acts  of  Parlia- 
ment which  directly  admit,  or  inferentially  allude  to,  the  right  of  the  English 
poor  to  relief  in  their  necessities.  The  principle  has  been  repeatedly  laid  down 
in  the  broadest  manner  by  the  judges  of  the  land;  and  as  it  would  be  absurd 
to  talk  of  a  right  which  could  not  be  enforcud,  ample  means  were  provided  for 
its  exercise.  The  poor  man,  it  refused  relief  in  his  necessities  by  the  overseer, 
had  a  ready  appeal  to  the  laws  of  his  country,  which  by  a  summary  process 
could  enforce  his  right. 

That  such  right  of  appeal  was  frequently  abused,  is  acknowledged,  while  it 
is  contended  that  such  abuse  affords  no  excuse  for  the  abrogation  of  the  right 
itself,  that  would  not  apply  to  all  other  rights  which  are  occasionally  abused. 
The  great  practical  fact  is,  that  up  to  the  passing  of  the  Reform  Poor  Law  the 
poor  man's  right  to  relief  was  as  clearly  under  the  protection  of  the  law  of  the 
land  as  the  rich  man's  right  to  his  rent.  A  good  title  was  essential  to  the  legal 
exercise  of  each  of  these  rights  :  the  poor  man's  title  was  his  necessity.  Even 
the  Administration  which  despoiled  the  poor  admitted  the  right  through  their 
organ  in  the  House  of  Lords.  The  admission  was  indeed  made  in  a  whirlwind 
of  vituperation ;  still  it  was  made.  "  The  right,"  said  my  Lord  Brougham, 
"  to  share  in  a  fixed  fund,  is  the  grand  mischief  of  the  Poor  Laws."  This 
long-established  right  of  relief,  so  denounced,  is  now  utterly  subverted.  The 
helpless  poor,  instead  of  having  to  apply  to  the  overseer  in  their  own  parish, 
with  the  power  of  appealing  against  his  decision  to  a  magistrate,  may  be  driven 
to  an  interested  board  of  guardians  ten  miles  off,  to  whose  voluntary  good  will 
and  pleasure  the  sufferers  are  left  for  that  relief  to  which  they  once  had  a 
legal  right, 

I  have  formerly  endeavoured  to  demonstrate  the  odious  injustice  of  this 
spoliation,  but  instead  of  going  over  the  same  ground,  I  would  rather  solicit 
attention  to  the  following  judicious  remarks,  in  an  article  on  the  New  Poor 
Law,  contained  in  the  103d  number  of  the  Quarterly  Review : — 

"  The  ancient  right  of  the  poor  of  England  to  be  relieved  in  destitution  at  the  cost  of 
their  parishes  is  then  so  far  abrogated  ;  they  ca!n  no  longer  demand  support,  even  when  in 
absolute  necessity;  they  can  only  ask  it  as  beggars,  and,  if  it  be  refused,  they  have  no  avail- 
able means  of  redress.  The  ancient  laws—laws  as  ancient  as  the  titles  to  9-lOths  of  the  estates 
of  the  kingdom-compelled  certain  officers  to  support  the  poor,  and  gave  the  magistrates  the 
power  and  ministerial  function  of  seeing  that  those  officers  performed  their  duty.  This  act 
compels  no  one  to  support  the  poor;nt  says,  that  certain  individuals  may  give  relief,  but 
does  not  say  that  they  shall  give  relief  ;  nor  does  it  empower  any  one  to  see  that  they  do 
give  relief.  Is  not  this  a  total  repeal  of  the  poor  man's  rights  and  securities — rights  and 
securities  as  sacred,  as  ancient,  as  fully  recognized  by  statute,  and  by  judicial  authorities, 
as  any  right  to  property,  to  title,  or  to  prerogative,  possessed  by  the  highest  in  the  land  ?'' 

Such  is  the  broad,  uncompromising  manner  in  which  the  right  of  the  poor, 
and  the  fact  of  its  total  abrogation  by  the  Reform  Poor  Law,  were  insisted  ou 
in  the  Quarterly  Review.  It  is  well  and  truly  said,  that  "  This  act  compels 
no  one  to  support  the  poor ;  it  says'  that  certain  individuals  may  give  relief,  but 
does  not  say  that  they  shall  give  relief:  .nor  does  it  empower  any  one  to  see 
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that  they  do  give  relief."  But  it  was  urged  by  the  advocates  for  the  bill  that 
necessity,  the  tyrant's  plea,  called  for  the  violation  of  the  right ;  that  in  some 
parts  of  England,  particularly  in  Kent  and  Sussex,  the  magistrates  and  over- 
seers were  overpowered  by  sturdy  paupers,  subjected  to  insolence  and  extortion, 
and  prevented,  by  intimidation,  from  a  due  administration  of  the  law.  Such 
outrages,  it  was  said,  proved  that  the  duties  intended  to  be  performed  by  these 
functionaries  coidd  only,  under  such  circumstances,  be  sai'eiy  intrusted  to  a 
immerously  constituted  board,  from  whose  decision  there  should  be  no  appeal, 
i^dmitting  all  these  allegations,  admitting  that  the  necessities  of  the  case  called 
for  some  special  restrictions  on  the  exercises  of  the  right,  should  these  restric- 
tions be  established  as  the  rule,  when  the  alleged  necessity  has  ceased  to  exist  ? 
Should  such  restrictions  become  the  rule,  where  no  such  necessity  has  existed  P 
If  so,  the  innocent  and  the  guilty,  the  present  and  the  future  population,  are  to 
be  equally  crushed  under  a  sweeping  proscription,  not  justified  on  any  general 
principle,  but  advocated  on  the  plea  of  certain  outrages  having  been  committed 
at  some  particular  time  and  place.  Such  are  the  pretences  under  which  the 
poor  of  England  have  been  despoiled  of  "  rights  as  sacred,  as  ancient,  as  fully 
recognized  by  statute,  as  any  right  to  properly,  to  title,  or  to  prerogative, 
possessed  by  the  highest  in  the  land." 

I  admit,  Sir,  that  in  the  progress  of  states  public  exigencies  do  arise  so  over- 
whelming-as  to  be  paramount  to  all  right.  But  how  have  these  extreme  cases, 
which  threaten  the  frame  of  society,  been  usually  provided  for  in  this  country  ? 
Not  by  general  enactments,  intended  to  take  a  permanent  station  in  the  statute 
book,  as  applicable  to  the  whole  kingdom  at  all  times ;  but  by  some  stringent 
provisions,  adapted  to  the  necessities  of  the  case,  and  only  to  be  called  into 
action  on  the  occuirence  of  the  exigency  which  they  were  intended  to  meet. 
Volumes  of  extracts  from  such  enactments  might  be  collected,  but  a  late  exauijjle 
will  sufficiently  elucidate  the  course  usually  taken. 

On  its  behig  represented  that  conspiracies  existed  in  Ireland,  which  impeded 
the  due  administration  of  the  law,  an  act  materially  trenching  on  the  rights  of 
the  subject  was  passed.  It  was  alleged  in  the  recital  (3d  William  IV.,  chapter 
4th)  that  a  conspiracy  existed  against  the  rights  of  property  and  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  law,  and  that  such  conspiracy  materially  impeded  the  due  and 
ordinary  course  of  public  justice.  To  meet  Ibis  exigency  the  Lord-Lieuienant 
was  empowered  to  take  certain  stringent  measures  trenching  on  the  general 
rights  of  the  subject.  But  it  was  not  enacted  that  these  insulters  of  magistrates, 
and  impeders  of  public  justice,  should  have  their  rights  subverted  for  ever.  It 
was  not  enacted  that  the  whole  peasantry  should  be  proscribed  for  the  outrages 
committed  by  a  few.  To  prevent  the  necessity  of  any  sweeping  proscription, 
the  Lord -Lieutenant  was  empowered  to  declare  any  county  or  any  portion 
thereof  to  be  in  such  a  stite  as  to  require  the  application  of  the  act.  These 
extraordinary  powers  were  only  granted  for  a  limited  period,  with  a  provision 
that  every  court  instituted  under  the  authority  of  the  act  "should  be  an 
open  court." 

Here  we  have  legislative  provisions  for  meeting  an  alarming  exigency  ;  but 
these  provisions  are  limited  m  their  operation,  both  as  to  time  and  place.  The 
extraordinary  power  of  interfering  with  established  rights  was  only  granted  for 
the  period  comprised  between  April,  1833,  and  August,  1834,  and  was  only  to 
be  exercised  in  places  which  were  in  such  a  state  as  to  require  the  application 
of  the  law.  Such  was  the  respect  properly  paid  to  the  rights  of  the  subject  in 
Ireland  during  a  period  of  massacre  and  devastation  ;  while  in  England  some 
local  disturbances  and  abuses  have  been  made  the  pretext  for  subverting  the 
long-established  rights  of  the  poor  for  ever. 
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The  destitute,  however  excellent  tlieir  character,  or  undeserved  their  suffer- 
ings, are  now  to  solicit,  as  beggars,  relief  from  a  fund  on  which  they  had  a 
legal  claim,  older  and  better  than  that  which  can  be  set  up  by  nine-tenths  of 
the  present  possessors.  They  are  now  practically  withdrawn  from  the  protec- 
tion of  the  law,  and  left  to  the  mercy  of  a  secret  tribunal,  the  members  of  which 
have  a  pecuniary  interest  in  their  death,  and  li-om  whose  decision  they  have 
no  appeal. 

This  daring  violation  of  right  is  one  of  the  most  perilous  experiments  which 
has  ever  been  made  on  the  forbearance  of  mankind.  Some  of  the  wicked 
calumnies  by  which  the  public  were  deluded  into  this  act  of  spoliation  have 
been  already  denounced ;  it  remains,  in  a  future  communication,  to  consider 
some  other  of  the  pretences  set  up  by  those  who  have  tunied  aside  the  needy 
from  judgment,  and  taken  away  the  right  Irom  the  poor  of  the  people. 

Bridgwater,  Jan.  3. 

LETTER  III. 

"The  triumphing  of  the  wicked  is  short,  and  the  joy  of  the  hypocrite  but  for  a  moment. 
He  hath  swallowed  down  riches,  and  he  shall  vomit  them  up  again.  According  to  his  sub- 
stance shall  the  restitution  be,  and  he  shall  not  rejoice  therein  ;  because  he  hath  oppressed 
the  poor,  and  violently  taken  away  an  house  which  he  builded  not." — Job,  chap.  xx. 

Sir, — The  pretexts  on  which  the  spoliation  of  the  poor  was  insisted  on,  and 
is  now  justified,  are  principally  founded  on  some  alleged  advantages  which  the 
other  orders  of  the  State  were  to  derive  from  appropriating  to  themselves  a  few 
millions  annually,  on  which  the  necessitous  had  a  legal  claim  ;  and  likewise  on 
the  very  wonderful  boon  which  would  be  conferred  on  the  poor,  by  thus  taking 
away  their  right  to  relief  in  their  necessities,  and  leaving  them  to  their  own 
resources  and  the  voluntary  system.  Such  is  the  general  spirit  of  the  pretexts 
pleaded  by  interested  persons,  who  regulate  their  sympathies  with  metaphybical 
subtlety,  not  soaring  up  to  the  pure  fountain  of  right  and  justice,  but  flickering 
about,  like  unclean  things,  in  the  dubious  twiliaht  ol' an  assumed  expediency. 

'I  his  expediency  has,  under  the  name  ol  necessity,  been  advocated  in  so 
many  forms,  and  supported  by  so  many  allegations,  that  only  a  small  propor- 
tion of  them  can  be  noticed  in  the  sjiace  to  which  I  must  confine  myself.  I'hat 
profound  discoverer,  my  Lord  Brougham,  feelingly  anticipated  a  personal  as 
well  as  a  state  necessity  for  despoiling  the  ])oor.  Under  the  influence  of  this 
natural  feeling,  he  jtleaded  his  apprehension  of  bee  niing  "  a  Vvcstuioreland 
pauper,  as  1  very  soon  shall,"  said  his  honest  Lords!ii|),  "  if  the  present  system 
continues."  The  right  of  the  poor  to  share  in  a  fixed  fund  must  be  subverted ; 
"  for  it  is  an  obvious  principle,  a  self-evident  proposition,  that  no  man  has  a 
right  to  food  which  he  does  not  earn."  So  said  his  Lordship.  The  plea  was 
admitted,  the  right  was  subverted,  the  gruel  and  the  cell  were  brought  into 
action,  and  the  Lord  High  Chancellor  of  England  was  for  a  lime  rescued  from 
the  threatening  jaws  of  pauperism.  He  has,  it  is  true,  since  become  chargeable, 
after  a  long  four  years'  service,  at  only  £14,000.  a-yeor;  but  not  exactly  on 
the  scale,  or  inider  the  designation,  of  a  pauper. 

It  is  with  pretexts  of  a  somewhat  dlflereiit  character  that  I  have  next  to  deal. 
It  was  urged,  that  landed  proprietors  were  on  the  point  of  being  utterly 
annihilated  by  the  pressure  of  the  p'-or-rate— a  falsehood  too  pal])ablo  to  require 
a  detailed  relutation.  That  some  properties,  particularly  circumstanced,  were 
oppressed  for  a  time,  by  an  abusive  administration  of  the  poor  laws,  is  unde- 
niable;.  but  that  fact  furnishes  no  argmnent  for  subverting  the  right  of  the 
poor,  although  it  may  prove  the  necessity  of  a  better  administration,  and  per- 


7 


haps  of  a  more  general  assessment.  If  die  expenses  of  the  army  and  navy  had 
been  raised  on  any  particular  ])roperty,  aiul  any  ])ortion  of  that  j)ropcrty  was 
on  the  point  of  sinking  heneath  the  harden,  would  it  be  a  legitimate  conclusion 
that  no  army  or  navy  should  be  supported  ?  Knglislimen  would  by  common 
consent  scout  such  a  conclusion.  They  would  declare  that  the  means  of 
defence  must  be  provided  ;  and  that  if  any  of  the  properties  which  had  hitherto 
sustained  the  charge  were  so  circumstanced  as  to  be  unable  to  bear  that  charge, 
other  properties,  equally  dependent  on  the  general  welfare,  must  be  called  upon 
to  contribute  their  quota.  So  likewise  as  to  the  established  provision  for  the 
necessitous.  If  the  local  fund  should,  in  some  cases,  be  unable  to  meet  the 
local  demand,  the  fact  affords  no  legitimate  argument  for  subverting  the  general 
right ;  but  rather  calls  for  a  more  extended  assessment,  to  relieve  from  any 
imdue  pressure  that  description  of  property  which  the  Legislature  originally 
charged  with  the  obligation,  when  scarcely  any  other  property  existed. 

Equally  futile  is  the  attempt  to  justify  the  spoliation  of  the  poor  on  the 
alleged  ground  of  poor-rates  having  diminished  agricultural  capital.  The 
amount  of  poor-rate  levied  on  an  estate,  as  far  as  mere  money  is  concerned,  is 
a  matter  between  the  owner  of  the  soil  and  the  labourer  who  renders  that  soil 
productive.  The  farmer,  who  employs  his  capital,  for  a  limited  period,  in 
hiring  both  the  soil  and  the  labourer,  has  but  little  pecuniary  interest  in  the 
matter.  The  higher  the  wages  and  the  poor-rate,  the  lower  his  rent,  and  vice 
versa.  The  farmer  may,  for  a  time,  derive  some  advantage  from  the  reduction 
of  rates,  but  the  duration  of  that  period  will  be  determined  by  the  length  of 
his  term.  Estates  ever  have  been  and  always  will  be  let  in  reference  to  all  the 
outgoings.  An  estate  charged  with  £50.  a-3'ear  to  the  relief  of  the  pour  will, 
as  a  matter  of  course,  let  for  an  annual  £oO.  more  than  if  it  were  charged  with 
£100.  per  annum  for  that  objei't.  'I'liis  is  so  obvious,  that  it  would  be  suner- 
fluons  to  recur  to  it,  had  not  an  alleged  diaiinutiou  of  agricultural  capital  been 
impudently  charged,  not  on  the  100  millions  a-year  paid  for  rent  and  taxes, 
but  on  the  four  or  five  millions  legally  claimed  by  the  ])oor  in  their  necessities. 

As  to  the  arguments  advanced  in  proof  of  the  wonderful  boon  intended  to  be 
conferred  on  the  poor,  by  strip])ing  them  of  their  right  to  relief,  and  leaving 
them  to  the  voluntary  system,  these  arguments,  although  ingenious,  are  by  no 
means  original.  It  has  been  said  that  v-.tst  benefits  would  accrue  to  some  other 
orders  of  society  by  subjecting  them  to  the  salutary  process  of  spoliation.  The 
]j| under  of  the  fundholder  has  been  frequently  proposed,  under  the  name  of  an 
equitable  arianoement.  There  could  not,  it  was  said,  be  any  injustice  in  the 
case,  as  the  whole  body  of  fundholders  would  gain  more  bv  the  general  im- 
provement consequent  on  such  eqniti.ble  arrangement  than  they  would  lose  by 
the  partial  confiscation.  The  landholder  has  likewise  come  in  for  a  share  of 
this  amiable  philanthrojiy.  A  more  equal  division  of  landed  property  has 
hi  en  advocated  on  many  pleas ;  and  among  others,  that  several  hundred  thou- 
sand acres,  devoted  to  ornamental  purposes,  and  to  preserves,  may  be  divided 
among  the  people,  to  the  evident  advantage  of  the  present  iiossessors,  who 
would  thereby  be  relieved  from  an  incumbrance  which  calls  for  a  heavy 
expenditure. 

The  holders  of  church  property,  too,  have  been  invited,  with  a  profession  of 
tender  solicitude  for  their  welfare,  to  submit  their  funds  to  the  regenerative 
process.  The  clergy,  it  was  said,  would  be  enabled  to  realize  all  the  advantages 
connected  with  a  more  evangehcal  condition,  and  would  place  their  interests  on 
a  reformed  basis,  by  approximating  to  the  primitive  simplicity  of  the  carpenter 
and  the  fisherman. 


These  propositions  for  the  subversion  of  established  rights  were  received  hj 
honest  men  with  indignation,  as  well  as  contempt.  Such  men  felt  that  the 
insidious  ])]ea  put  forward  to  justify  spoliation  was  an  insult  to  their  under- 
standings, scarcely  less  offensive  than  the  meditated  subversion  of  right.  Are 
these  flimsy  pretexts  more  applicable  to  the  rights  of  the  poor  than  to  those 
of  the  rich  ? 

But  let  us  now,  Sir,  pass  over  the  compendious  frauds  which  were  so  con- 
templated, and  merely  glance  at  two  lale  attempts  at  a  fraudulent  subversion  of 
"right,  namely,  the  appropriation  clause  in  the  Irish  Tithe  Bill,  and  the  proposal 
for  confiscating  a  part  of  the  episcopal  revenues  in  the  Church  Rate  Bill.  My 
Lord  John  Russell,  whilst  urging  these  measures,  strove  to  enlighten  the  worlcl 
on  the  advantages  which  the  parties  immediately  interested  would  derive  from 
the  spoliation  of  their  revenues.  Passing  over  the  palpable  absurdity  of  his 
figures,  the  men  of  light  and  learning  in  England  firmly  took  their  stand  on 
the  principle  that  these  proposed  measures  were  violations  of  prescriptive  right. 
These  men  said,  and  truly  said,  that  the  amount  was  a  matter  of  but  little 
consequence  compared  with  the  precedent  sought  to  be  established  by  the  pro- 
posed abrogation.  They  felt  and  asserted,  that  if  the  principle  was  admitted, 
the  parties  who  were  then  insidiously  crying  up  the  equity  of  the  measures 
would  not  be  slow  to  plead  the  precedent  in  favour  of  a  more  extended  spoli- 
ation. This  assertion  did  not  rest  on  conjecture  or  analogy,  but  on  positive 
proof ;  for  the  subverters  of  right,  whilst  chuckling  over  the  probable  success  of 
the  measures,  hinted  broadly  that  at  no  very  distant  period  they  should  be 
enabled  to  avail  themselves  more  fully  of  the  principle  involved.  The  oppo- 
nents of  the  new-light  jihilosophy  in  the  Legislature  felt  this,  T  say,  and  what 
was  more,  the  great  body  of  the  people  felt  it  too ;  not  merely  from  a  personal 
sympathy  with  the  parties  proposed  to  be  despoiled,  but  from  a  conviction  that 
the  violation  of  right  in  these  instances  would  lay  all  other  rights,  prescriptive 
and  statutory,  open  to  the  spoiler.  On  these  occasions  there  were  found  high- 
minded  men  who  denounced  the  contemplated  fraud,  and  defended  the  right. 
"  I  will  not  consent  to  your  resolution,"  saSd  the  great  Conservative  leader, 
"  It  will  unsettle  those  foundations  of  property  which  are  built  upon  prescrip- 
tion, and  which  are  more  secure  than  those  on  which  you  are  erecting  your 
new  system  of  spoliation." 

I  ask  again.  Sir,  are  the  flimsy  pretexts  of  these  spoilers  more  applicable  to 
the  rights  of  the  poor  than  to  those  of  the  rich — a  question  involving  consider- 
ations of  a  somewhat  fearful  character.  The  threatened  rights  of  the  fimdholder, 
of  the  landholder,  of  the  Irish,  and  of  the  English  church,  have  been  preserved 
from  spoliation  by  the  firmness  of  uncompromising  patriotism.  The  pretexts 
under  which  such  plunder  was  urged  were  repudiated  with  contempt.  The 
spoilers,  stripped  of  their  meretricious  hippery  by  the  wand  of  truth,  stood  out 
in  naked  infamy,  detected,  but  not  repentant,  like  Satan  touched  by  the  spear 
of  Ithuriel.  The  right  was  triumphant.  But  is  it  to  go  down  to  posterity  that 
it  was  so  triumphant,  not  because  it  was  the  right,  but  because  the  parties  in 
possession  were  great  and  powerful  ?  Is  it  to  be  avowed  that  rights  may  be 
safely  subverted^  where  the  legal  claimants  are  the  helpless  and  suffering  poor? 
If  this  is  to  be  the  doctrine,  I  would  invite  attention  to  the  probable  conse- 
quences, as  stated  by  an  authority  which  has  ever  been  the  constant  and  able 
advocate  of  the  throne  and  the  altar. 

"  There  is  no  little  danger,  in  the  present  times,  in  thus  trenching  upon  the 
acknowledged  rights  of  the  poor.  If  these  are  not  respected  by  the  rich,  their 
rights  will  not  long  escape  invasion  by  the  poor.    The  security  which  the 


humbler  classes  in  this  country  have  so  fong  enjoyed,  for  relief  in  necessity^ 
has  been  the  best  and  strongest  security  for  the  ease,  peace,  and  property  of 
the  wealthy  classes.  '1  he  first  safeguard  cannot  be  abrogated  without  greatly 
endangering  the  last."* 

Such  may,  or  may  not,  be  the  consequences.  I  have  only  to  deal  with  the? 
fact,  at  present,  that  rights  "as  sacred,  as  ancient,  as  fully  recognized  by  sta- 
tute, as  an}'  right  possessed  by  the  highest  in  the  land,"  have  been  utterly 
subverted,  to  the  ])ecuniary  advantage  of  those  who  have  "  violently  taken  away 
an  house  which  they  builded  not." 

Bridgwater,  January  8. 

LETTER  IV. 

"  Nothing  can  be  conceived  more  hard  than  the  heart  of  a  thorough-bred  metaphy-' 
sioian.  It  comes  nearer  to  the  cold  malignity  of  a  wicked  spirit  than  to  the  frailty  and 
passion  of  a  man.  It  is  like  that  of  the  principle  of  evil  himself — incorporeal,  pure^ 
unmixed,  dephlegmated,  evil." 

"When  such  men  come  to  understand  one  another,  and  to  act  in  corps,  a  more' 
dreadful  calamity  cannot  arise  out  of  hell  to  scourge  mankind." — Burke. 

Sir, — Having  exhibited  the  means  by  which  the  ])ublic  mind  was  prepared, 
by  metaphysical  mercenaries,  for  a  subversion  of  the  rights  of  the  poor ;  I  pro- 
ceed to  consider  the  jjrovisions  made  for  securing  the  greatest  pecuniary 
advantages,  which  could  be  rccdized  from  this  subversion,  without  rousing  the 
public  indignation.  This  golden  harvest  could  only  be  secured  by  shrouding, 
as  far  as  possible,  the  whole  operation  in  secrecy  and  silence,  as  the  practical 
working  of  the  code  could  not  bear  the  light  of  heaven  to  be  let  in  upon  it. 
To  realize  this  grand  desideratum,  secret  tribunals  were  established,  with 
powers  scarcely  less  compendious  than  those  with  which  the  Inquisition  was 
ibrmerly  invested.  By  means  of  power  so  invested  the  law  of  Parliament  was 
to  be  partially  repealed,  and,  in  the  case  of  the  poor,  was  no  longer  to  be  the 
law  of  the  land.  An  imperium  in  imperio  was  created  under  the  designation 
of  a  Board  of  Commissioners,  whose  edicts  were,  for  all  practical  purposes,  to 
possess  the  force  of  laws. 

Here  we  have  not  only  a  subversion  of  right,  but  a  dispensiiig  power  over  thef 
laws  of  the  land  to  a  considerable  extent,  with  ample  ])owers  for  enacting  other 
laws,  not  subjected  to  the  salutary  ]jrocess  of  ])ublic  discussion  in  the  course  of 
their  progress  to  maturity.  Tiiese  monstrous  enactments,  under  the  name  of 
regulations,  are  to  spring  forth  at  once  from  the  prolific  hotbed  of  Somerset- 
house,  matured  and  potent,  like  Pallas  issuing  from  the  skull  of  Jripiter, 
frowning  on,  threatening,  and  terrilying  the  nations.  Tremendous  as  such  an 
absolving  and  legislative  authority  would  be  in  any  case,  it  is,  in  the  case  of 
the  helpless  poor,  crushing  and  irresistible,  equally  capable  of  effecting  the 
most  extensive  proscription,  and  of  dictating  the  most  annoying  and  tyrannous 
details. 

Here  was  an  extraordinary  Power,  set  np  for  doing  that  which  Parliament 
could  not  do.  Parliament  could  not  make  provisions  in  detail  for  wantonly 
shtitting  out  from  the  light  and  air  of  heaven  aged  and  helpless  persons,  ac- 
cused of  no  crime  but  that  of  having  been  unfortunate.  Parliament  could  not  . 
devise  a  series  of  petty  annoyances  and  vexatious  insults,  intended,  in  their  ag- 
gregate effect,  to  render  the  alternative  of  death  less  temble  to  the  wretched 
than  the  receipt  of  relief  from  a  fund  on  which  they  had  a  legal  claim.  Pw:-- 

•  Quarterly  Rtvi«w,  Ne.  \bt.- 
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liameiit  could  not  cut  down  the  allowance  of  the  helpless  poor  to  the  last  ounce 
of  ouimi'al,  su])posod  to  be  necessary  to  the  support  of  existence.  But  a 
boanl,  invested  with  absolute  legislative  powers,"  and  substituting  meta- 
piiy  sical  principles  for  the  jirinciples  of  Christianity,  could  do  all  this,  although 
Parliament  could  not.  No  man  would  have  dared  to  look  his  constituents  in 
the  face,  alter  having  perpetrated  such  outrages  on  the  helpless;  except, 
indeed,  such  shameless  traders  in  falsehood  as  tlie  indignant  satirist  describes 
Arturius  and  his  colleagues  to  have  been  — 

"Unblushing  villians,  who,  iu  truth's  despite, 

"Can  white  to  black  transform  auJ  black  to  white.'' 

Juvenal,  Sat.  3. 

With  such  hinniliating  exceptions,  which  cannot  be  numerous  in  anv  repre- 
sentative assembly,  men  could  not  be  found  in  Parliament  to  devise  in  detail  all 
the  miTHilisB  of  an  elaborate  system  of  torture,  nicely  adjusted  to  the  realization 
of  tho'^e  Pactolian  streams,  which  were  to  flow  from  the  subversion  of  the  rights 
of  the  pocr.  Hence  the  necessit}'  of  a  practically  irresponsible  jinita,  comprising 
within  itself  the  monstrous  combination  of  executive  and  legislative  authority, 
united  with  original  and  appellant  jurisdiction.  Such  was  the  Cerberean  power 
set  up  in  the  centre  of  modern  Babylon  for  worrying  the  poor  of  England  on 
the  most  ajiproved  principles. 

The  ])rovincial  machinery  provided,  by  the  Reform  Poor  Law,  lor  caiTying 
these  principles  into  jiractice,  consisted  of  several  hundred  boards  of  "Guardians 
of  the  Po(n',"  as  they  were  somewhat  strangely  called.  I'hese  boards  of  guar- 
dians were  to  represent  all  the  holders  of  real  property  in  England  and  Wales, 
and  are  empowered  to  sit  in  judgment  on  all  claims  made  on  themselves  and 
their  constituents  by  the  necessitous,  having,  in  nine  cases  out  often,  an  older 
claim  on  the  saine  fund.  Thus  the  very  persons  once  bound  to  answer  this 
class  of  legal  claimants  (I  say  nothing  of  sturdy  nnpostors  mging  false  claims) 
were  invested  with  power,  either  to  ])ay  as  little  as  they  pleased,  or  to  withhold 
payment  altogether,  according  to  their  own  good  will  and  pleasure ;  from  which 
there  was  no  available  appeal,  except  in  some  few  sjiecial  cases.  'J'his  was  the 
reformed  mode  of  meeting  the  long  established  claims  of  the  necessitous  on  the 
land  of  their  birth  ! 

The  nefarious  character  of  the  principle  on  wliich  these  boards  were  establish- 
ed, for  dealing  with  one  class  of  claimants,  may  be  elucidated  by  applying  the 
same  princi])le,  and  the  reasoning  on  which  it  has  been  supported,  to  other 
classes  of  claimants.  i\Iy  Lord  John  Russell,  on  a  late  occassion,  bespoke  the 
protection  of  the  House  of  Commons  for  the  principles  embodied  in  the 
Reform  Poor  Law,  bv  asserting  that  the  new  system  had  efllected  a  saving  of 
2,400,000/.  a  vear ;  and  that  Mr.  Somebody,  who  had  since  been  made  a 
comunssioner,  of  scnne  kind  or  other,  had  declared  that  many  estates  were 
doidiled  in  value  by  the  operation  of  the  law.  Now,  Sir,  imagine  my  Lonl 
John  addressing  a  ])0]Miiar  assembly,  for  the  purpose  of  advocating  an  applica- 
tion of  the  above  ])rinci])les  and  reasoning  to  the  case  of  other  claimants. 

"The  landlord  and  tithe-owner,"  his  Lordship  may  say,  "have  long  had  con- 
siderable claims  on  the  landed  property  of  England  and  Wales,  which  claims, 
wheji  resisted,  they  have  hitherto  had  the  power  of  enforcing  by  an  appeal  to 
the  law.  This  power  having  been  sometimes  abused,  under  various  pretences, 
it  is  desirable  that  all  provisions  for  legally  enforcing  the  same  should  be  res- 
cinded ;  and  that  a  central  rent  and  tithe  commission  be  appointed,  with 
provincial  boards,  elected  by  the  tenantry,  to  be  called  'Gi;ardians  of  the 
Landi.oiids  ani>  TiTHEOWNEUS    that  such  j)rovincial  boards  of  guardiansbe 
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empowered  to  lock  tlicriTiel^es  up,  in  Lodic:;  of  30  or  40,  if  tlicv  please,  ar.d 
then  and  there  to  determine  the  Hmoiiiit  which  viay  he  individuiilly  pniil  lo  the 
rcsj)ective  claimants,  or  whether  nnylhlvg  shall  be  paid,  or  not.  J  ,et  the  decree, 
of  these  boards  of  guardians  be  iinal,  for  it  has  been  found  that  the  privilege 
of  appealing  to  the  law  is  inconvenient  to  die  debtor,  and  liubh;  to  abuse.  By 
the  adoption  of  this  simple  principle,  great  savings  may  he  ellected  :  Mr. 
'J'ouikins,  who  has  furnished  my  right  hon.  triend  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  with  some  formulae  ap])licable  to  the  sidiject,  and  who  may 
possibly  be  prevailed  upon  to  act  as  one  of  the  commissioners,  anticipates  an 
annual'  saving  of  50,000,000/.  to  the  present  payers,  by  suhslituiing  the 
voluntary  will  of  provincial  boards,  acting  under  the  superintendence  of  a 
central  tithe  and  rent  commisssion  for  the  harsh  provisions  of  the  statute." 

Now,  Sir,  monstrous  as  Mr.  Tomldns's  scheme  lor  jdundering  the  land 
and  tiie  tithe-owners  of  50,000,000/.  annually  may  appear,  it  is  only  a  strict 
ap])lication  of  the  principles  on  which  the  rights  of  the  poor  have  been  with- 
drawn I'rom  under  tlie  protection  of  the  law  of  the  land,  and  their  legal  claims 
left  to  the  arbitrary  disposal  of  a  hoard,  representing  the  persons  who  were  once 
liable  for  the  amount  of  these  claims,  hut  who  now  evade  or  refuse  ])a}  ment 
with  impunity,  by  virtue  of  the  authority  \  ested  in  them  as  "guardians  of  the 
poor!"  Such  is  the  constitution  of  the  provincial  boards,  created  for  earning 
out  the  provisions  of  the  Reform  Poor  Law  ! 

But  even  these  boards,  so  anomalously  constituted,  are  to  be  dictated  to,  and 
tampered  with,  by  itinerant  stipendiaries,  lest  the  kindly  sj)irit  of  the  English 
gentleman  should  revolt  at  becoming  the  mere  executioner  of  the  Somerset- 
house  sentences.  Such  a  probable  contingency  was  to  be  carefully  provided 
for,  by  the  creation  of  an  order  of  functionaries  hitherto  unknown  in  this 
country,  or  in  any  other  not  nnder  the  immediate  control  of  the  Incpiisition. 
These  familiars  (1  speak  of  their  functions  only)  were  to  form  a  link  for  con- 
necting the  tetters  prepared  for  the  people  of  tlngland.  'I  he  central  and  pro- 
vincial boards  were  to  be  brought  into  closer  communication  by  this  connecting 
link,  and  to  be  more  exquisitely  adapted  to  the  operation  of  grinding  the  poor. 

The  Reform  Poor  Law  provided  for  the  appointment  of  nine  of  these  itiner- 
ant functionaries  only,  "unless  the  Lord  High  Treasurer,  or  the  Commissioners 
of  His  Majesty's  Treasury  for  the  time  being,  or  any  three  or  more  of  them, 
shall  consent  to  the  appointment  of  a  greater  number."  Such  an  opportunity 
of  exercising  unlimited  patronage,  at  the  expense  of  the  poor,  would  not  of 
course  be  permitted  to  remain  dormant,  and  we  find,  in  the  miscellaneous 
estimates,  laid  before  the  House  of  Commons,  that  nnder  the  fructifying  influ- 
ence of  the  Treasury,  the  nine  embryo  functionaries  had  become — 

"21  Assistant-Commissioners  at  £700.  a-year  each  £14,700 
"Their  travelling  and  incidental  expenses,  including 

clerks,  £800  a  yt  areacli  ,   IG.SOl) 

^                "Additional  assistant-commissioners  and  clerks  ....  2.264 

"j!33,7G4" 

Here  is  an  annual  33,764/.  worth  of  itinerating  agency  jjrovided  for  the  pur- 
pose of,  at  once,  coercing  the  provincial  boards  and  tlie " ])(H,r  on  metaphysical 
pririciples.  ']'he  manner  in  which  these  duties  are  generally  performed  mav 
be  inferred  from  evidence  given,  before  the  select  couuniltee  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  by  Mr.  Juhn  Xapper,  the  chairman  of  the  iV'twurth  board  of  ^niar- 
dians  : —  ° 

"  Question  795.  Supposing  any  charitable  lady  in  the  neigiiliourhdod  were  dcsii-.)iis  of 
giving  the  children  a  dinner  on  Christmas-day,  could  you  as  ihairman  of  tli«  hnani  alh.w 
anything  of  that  sort  to  be  done  ?" 

Answer. — "  No,  I  could  not."' 
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f96.  What  would  be  the  course  that  you  would  take  io  a  ease  of  that  kind  ;  would  jo% 
<think  it  your  duty  to  ask  leave  of  the  board  ? 

Answer. — "It  was  asked  of  the  assistant-commissioner. 
"797.   Such  a  case  did  occur? 

Answer. — "Yes;  my  wife  asked  Mr.  Hawley,  whom  she  knew  very  well;  he  said  he  did 
iPOt  think  proper  to  allow  it ! 

."  828  What  diuner  was  it  that  the  lady  proposed  to  give  to  the  children  at  Christmas?-^- 
Answer. — "  I  do  not  know  what  it  might  be ;  it  was  a  Christmas  diuner. 

Trivial  as  this  incident  may  appear,  it  aptly  illustrates  the  character  of  that 
figency  which  could,  in  so  short  a  time,  reduce  an  Ii^nglish  Gentleman  to 
such  a  state  of  pitiable  insignificance  in  his  own  district.  'J"he  lady  of  a  chair- 
man of  a  board  of  guardians,  could  not  obtain  permission  to  treat  the  children 
in  the  workhouse  with  a  bit  of  Christmas  pudding'  Mr.  William  Henry 
Toovey  Hawley,  one  of  the  33,764/.  worth  "  did  not  think  proper  to  allow  it  I" 
'On  this  last  example  of  metaphysical  legislation,  operating  by  means  of 
.delegated  power,  I  rest  for  the  present ;  this  part  of  the  subject  requires  a  more 
iCXtended  illustration. 

Bridgwater,  Jan-  11,  1838. 


LETTER  V. 

Nothing  can  be  conceived  more  hard  than  the  heart  of  a  thorough-bred  raetaphyr 
.sician.  It  comes  nearer  to  the  cold  malignity  of  a  wicked  spirit  than  to  the  frailty 
;and  passion  of  a  man.  It  is  like  that  of  the  principle  of  evil  himself — incorporeal, 
pure,  unmixed,  dephlegmated  evil." 

"  When  such  men  come  to  understand  one  another  and  to  act  in  corps,  a  more 
dreadful  calamity  cannot  arise  out  of  hell  to  scourge  mankind," — Burhe. 

Sir, — In  continuation  of  the  subject  of  my  last  letter,  I  proceed  to  illustrate 
•the  natiu'e  of  the  duties  intended  to  be  performed  by  the  £33,764.  worth  of 
itinerating  agency,  so  considerately  provided  by  a  no-patronage  (ioverument 
for  coercing  the  boards  of  Guardians  and  pinching  the  j^oor.  Perhaps  the 
nature  of  these  duties  may  be  best  ascertained  by  a  reference  to  the  standard  of 
qualification  set  up  in  the  report  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  of  Inquiry 
and  its  appendixes.  To  avoid  the  charge  of  having  selected  an  unfavourable 
specimen,  I  shall  commence  with  Mr.  Motl,  whom  the  commissioners  distin- 
guished by  their  special  commendation,  as  "  a  witness  of  the  most  extensive 
practical  experience  of  any  witness  examined  under  this  commission,"  in  a 
.report  addressed  "  To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty  and  who,  being 
so  distinguished,  may  of  course  be  considered  an  assistant-commissioner  par 
/excellence. 

This  evidence  stated,  that  he  was  a  contractor  for  feeding  the  paupers  of 
Newington,  Alverstoke,  and  Lambeth.  After  detailing  the  ruinous  conse- 
.quences  of"  .scouring  one  scale  with  brickdust  and  leaving  the  other  dirty,  of 
boiling  large  and  small  joints  of  meat  the  same  length  of  time,  and  of  not 
attending  to  the  uecessar}'  quantity  of  materials  Ibr  a  Christmas  pudding,  the 
.following  question  and  answer  appear  in  the  report: — 

Question  by  Mr.  Chadwick. — "  If  a  system  of  combined  management  were  to  be 
established,  do  you  think  that  local  authorities  or  visitors  might  be  intrusted  with 
the  power  of  modifyinf^  the  dietaries  ?" 

Answer. — "  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion  that  no  such  authority  can  be  beneficially 
exercised,  even  l)y  the  local  manager  and  superintendant  of  any  place;  whatever 
deviation  there  is  in  the  way  of  extra  indulgence  has  a  tendency  to  extend  and 
.perpetuate  itself,  which  cannot  be  resisted.  If  you  give  to  particular  people  an 
,«xtra  allowance  on  special  grounds,  all  the  rest  will  exclaim  '  Why  should  not  we 
jiijLvo  it  as  well  as  they  P'  and  too  often  they  get  it.   ...   I  may  n^ention  as  an 
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instance,  that  about  two  years  ago  Mr.  Randal  Jackson,  one  of  the  county  noagU- 

tiates,  visited  Lambeth  worlchouse,  and  humanely  distributed  some  small  parcels  of 
tea  to'several  of  the  old  inmates  ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  suf^gested  the  propriety  of 
allowing-  to  several  of  the  old  and  deserving  inmates  a  tritle  per  week  for  such 
comforts  (tea  and  sugar);  I  remonstrated  with  some  of  the  officers  against  the 
adoption  of  this  proposal,  as  I  well  knew  from  experience  that  it  had  a  dangerous 
tendency.  The  answer  was,  that  they  could  not  do  otherwise  than  fall  in  vviih  the 
suggestion  of  such  a  person.  Thev  have  ever  since  allowed  95  old  inmates  6d.  each 
per  week  in  addition  to  their  allowance  of  food." — Prodigious  ! 

Here  we  have  an  embryo  assistant-commissioner  "of  the  most  extensive  prac- 
tical experience"  awfiiliy  inipressed  with  tLe  "dangerous  tendency"  of  allowing, 
in  a  parish  of  87,000  inhabitants,  a  morsel  of  tea  and  sugar  to  a  few  "old  and 
deserving  inmates."  He  "remonstrated"  against  the  indulgence,  he  tells  us, 
and  lie  asserted  that,  within  his  own  experience,  nine  cases  out  of  ten  of  persons 
reduced  to  want,  were  so  reduced  "by  an  imgovernable  inclination  for  fermented 
lic[aors  !"  and  that  tiot  one  case  in  i;0  arose  from  failure  of  employment. 
There  was  a  lime  when  the  utterer  of  such  trash  would  have  been  dismissed 
from  a  public  inquiry  with  pity  ;  but  in  this  reformed  age  this  very  trash  is 
held  to  constitute  the  requisites  for  an  assistant  Poor  Law  Commissioner ! 

But,  however  low  this  person's  estimate  of  the  enduring  and  laborious  classes 
may  be,  he  has  most  elevated  notions  of  the  dignity  of  workhouse-keepers  and 
contractors. 

"A  respectable  person,"  says  Mr.  Mott,  "ought,  T  think,  to  get  for  his  labour  la 
the  management  of  200  or  300  persons  (if  he  attends  to  them  properly)  as  much  ai 
a  parish  must  pay  for  the  keep  of  50  persons." 

Thus,  for  the  management  of  200  or  300  persons,  the  poorhonse-keeper  is  to 
be  allowed  the  sum  "which  the  parish  must  pay  for  the  keep  of  50  jiersons," 
and  this,  at  the  rate  of  the  contract  Ibr  the  poor  of  Lambeth,  would  be  about 
£500.  a-year;  while  a  weekly  6d.  to  some  of  the  "old  and  deserving  inmates" 
is  contemplated  with  horror,  as  having  a  "dangerous  tendency  !" 

But  in  estimating  at  the  above  rate  the  value  of  workhouse-keepers'  services, 
the  gentleman,  it  seems,  was  a  disinterested  evidence. 

"I  beg  to  add,  that  I  consider  myself  in  a  great  degree  a  disinterested  witness, 
as  1  have  now  many  engagements  on  hand  ;  and  it  is  vei  y  improbable  that  I  shall 
take  any  other  contract  after  the  expiration  of  the  present  Lambeth  contract.  On 
this  account  I  shall  not  renew  the  GospOrt  contract,  which  I  have  held  for  the 
last  10  years." 

Notwithstanding  the  "many  engagements  on  hand,"  means  were  devised 
to  overcome  this  amiable  coyness.  The  contractor  was  prevailed  upon 
to  become  one  of  the  £33,764.  worth,  and  is  specially  appointed  to 
enlighten  the  board  on  the  "  regulation  of  the  dietaries  of  workhouses,  respect- 
ing which  (he  says)  mi.sconcejUions  exist,  arising  from  a  want  of  inlormation  as 
to  the  quantities  of  food  necessary  for  the  supjwrl  uf  human  life,  or  from  the 
properties  of  food  not  being  sufficiently  known."* 

How  far  the  expectation  of  the  con:missioners,  founded  on  this  minute  know- 
ledge of  "  the  quantity  of  food  necessary  to  the  snppoit  of  human  life,"  have 
been  realized,  can  only  be  discovered  by  examining  the  death-books  of  the 
several  union  workhouses ;— a  point  which  I  will  not  press  on  your  readers  for 
the  pre.seiit,  but  solicit  attention  to  another  qualification  which  appears  to  be  a 
requisite.  In  your  report  of  some  ])oor  law  proceedings  in  the  parish  of  St. 
George,  Southwark,  Mr.  ]VIott,  who  attended  to  audit  the  accounts,  is  rcpre- 

Mr.  Mott,  Appendix  B.  iecond  report  of  Poor  Law  Commisaioneri. 
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jented  as  havine;  said  that  lie  had  been  informed  "  one  of  tlie  paupers,  instead 
of  having  bread,  had  had  hot  rolls  of  a  morning."  And  on  its  being  said  that 
the  board  was  the  best  judge  to  whom  out-door  relief  ought  to  be  given,  he  de- 
clared that  "the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  are  the  best  able  to  judge  upon 
that  subject,  for  they  obtain  information  from  sources  which  a  board,  of 
guardians  cannot." 

Here,  Sir,  is  an  admission  of  the  existence  of  a  system  of  espionage  which 
was  previously  unknown  in  this  country.  To  be  qualified  for  an  ussistant-com- 
missioner  it  is,  it  seems,  necessary  to  have  all  the  recpiisites  for  a  sjjv,  in  a 
higher  degree  than  they  ap])tar  to  have  been  possessed  by  Vidocq  himself;  and 
these  qualifications  not  to  be  exercised  in  the  detection  of  guilt,  or  the  preven- 
tion of  crime,  but  in  ferreting  out  of  the  cells  of  misery  and  wretchedness  a 
half-penny  roll  or  an  extra  potaloe  !  Injiumerable  examj)les  ot  the  manner  in 
which  this  qualification  has  been  exercised  may  be  produced,  ]n  the  exami- 
nation of  Mr.  W.  H.  T.  Hawley  before  the  select  committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  I  find  the  follov.  ing  : — 

Question  1,202  (by  Mr.  W alter.) — "  You  say  that  the  money  which  is  frequently 
dissipated  in  one  night,  by  an  improvident  father  at  a  beer-sliop,  would,  if  applied 
to  this  purpose,  be  sutficient  to  insure  him  independent  medical  advice  throughout 
the  year  for  his  whole  family,  be  it  ever  so  numerous;  can  you  state  how  mucli  you 
have  ever  known  an  inipiovident  father  spend  in  the  beer-shop  in  one  night?" 

Answer. — "  Not  from  actual  observation,  merely  from  what  I  have  heard." 

Question  1,203. — "  But  you  say  particularly  that '  the  money  which  is  frequently 
dissipated  in  one  night  by  an  improvident  father  at  a  beer-shop  would,  if  applied  to 
this  purpose,  be  sufficient  to  ensure  him  independent  medical  advice  throughout 
the  year?'" 

Answer. — "  I  have  no  doubt  of  it,  in  my  own  mind,  that  they  would  drink  and 
gamble  lis.  away,  and  lis.  would  provide  him  and  his  family  medical  relief  during 
the  year." 

Question  1,264. — "  How  much  do  you  suppose  that  a  family  of  six  children  and 
the  parents  would  spend  in  medical  relief  throughout  the  year. 
Answer. — "I  think  I  should  state,  generally,  about  lis." 

Question  1,205. — "Do  you  think  a  man  can  diink  to  the  amount  of  lis.  in  one 
night?" 

Answer. — "  Drink  and  gamble  away  that  amount." 

Question  1,206. — "  Do  you  think  it  possible;  how  much  can  a  man  drink?" 

Answer. — "  He  will  not  drink  lis.  worth  of  beer;  1  say  the  money  'dissipated 
in  one  night.'  I  had  my  eye  upon  gambling  when  I  used  the  word  'dissipated.' 
There  are  instances  where  they  have  gambled  their  whole  week's  earnings  away  at 
beer-shops  in  one  night'" 

I  admit.  Sir,  that  there  mav  possibly  be  such  "  instances."  There  have, 
unfortunately,  been  instances  of  both  peasants  and  peers  committing  murder; 
but  he  that  would  impeach  the  general  character  of  either  of  these  classes  of 
society  on  such  "instances"  muht  be  a  genius  of  no  common  order.  It  is  a 
trite  observation  that  the  most  distinguished  geniuses  cannot  be  equally  great 
in  everythnig.  Even  Mr.  Hawley.  who  is  so  knowing  in  the  concerns  ol  the 
poor  and  the  beer-shop,  is  profoundly  ignorant  of  the  amount  ol  the  allowances 
which  the  Reform  Poor  Law  has  put  him  in  possession  ol. 

Question  1,160  (By  Mr.  alter.) — "  You  have  stated  that  you  receive  only 
700/.  a-year.  By  Parliamentary  vote  there  is  800/.  a-year  voted  to  each  assistarit 
coumiissiouer ;  did  you  receive  that?" 

Answer. — "  Not  as  a  part  of  the  salary." 

Question  1,161. — "Did  you  receive  800/.  in  addition  to  the  700/.  ?" 
Answer — "I  am  not  able  to  answer  that  question,  as  to  the  amount." 
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Question  1,162. — "  Tlie  voir  says,  tiavellinfj  nrul  incidrntal  expenses,  when  ab- 
sent on  service,  including  cleiks,  and  tlieir  tra^eljing  e.vpenses,  800/.  ;  did  you 
receive  that  ?" 

Answer. — "  I  am  not  able  to  state  what  sum  I  received  ;  that  I  received  a  sum  is 
certain,  of  course."  * 

Tims  men  who  can  gatlier  and  treasure  np  the  secrets  of  a  beer-house  or  of 
a  roll-shop,  who  know  to  a  farthing  the  earnings  and  expenditure  of  a  labourer's 
half-sinrved  familv.  are  not  able  to  give  an  account  of  their  own  share  of  the 
33,764/.  !  That  thev  do  "receive  a  sum  is  certain,  of  course;"  hut  as  for 
the  amount,  "  Non  mi  recordo  !" 

You  will  observe,  Sir,  that  so  far  T  have  allowed  this  new  order  of  function- 
aries to  speak  for  themselves,  not  l)aving  been  disposed  to  adopt  the  system  of 
espionage,  hearsay,  and  tittle-tattle,  which  they  have  brought  to  bear  on  the 
suffering  poor  with  such  terrific  efl'ect.  For  the  present  I  close  my  remarks  on 
the  general  question,  ]iurposing,  in  some  fuLiu'e  communications,  to  illustrate  by 
particular  examples  the  working  of  the  principles  and  agency  of  the  Reform 
Poor  Law.  I  have  already  glanced  at  some  of  the  cruel  calumnies  which  were 
devised  to  pave  the  way  for  this  law — at  the  subversion  of  the  right  of  the  poor, 
which  was  effected  by  the  law  itself — at  the  nefarious  princi))le  embodied  in  the 
constitution  of  the  provincial  boards,  which  invests  the  holders  of  the  poor 
man's  fund  with  authority  to  reject  his  long-established  claim,  thu^  converting 
a  party  having  a  pecuniary  interest  into  a  irresponsible  judge  in  his  own  case  ; 
and,  finally,  J  have  glanced  at  that  itinerating  agency,  worse  than  useless  for 
any  purpose  connected  with  the  relief  of  the  ])oor,  but  immeasurably  powerful 
for  strengthening  the  arm  of  the  o])pressor,  and  for  j)rotecting  the  destroyers  of 
the  helpless  by  outraging  every  principle  of  justice,  under  the  specious  sem- 
blance of  control  and  inquirj*.  For  such  purposes  that  agency  is  irresistible, 
as  sweeping  in  its  career  as  a  hurricane  or  a  pestilence;  it  strikes  equally  at 
the  little  indulgences  voluntarily  proffered  to  childhood,  at  the  sustenance 
T^ecessary  for  the  adult,  at  the  wants  of  disease  and  of  old  age  ;  and,  unsatiated 
by  all  these,  strikes  even  at  the  cherished  usages  by  which  a  Christian  jjublic 
testifies  its  reverence  for  the  ashes  of  the  dead.  Connecting  in  one  unholy 
brotherhood  the  spy  of  the  beer-house  and  the  roll-shop  with  the  Parliamentary 
babblers,  who  term  the  spoils  of  the  poor  "  savings,"  this  concentrated  mass 
press  forward  on  their  vaunted,  infallible,  metaph\sical  princi])les  ;  thus  afford- 
ing a  practical  illustration  of  Mr.  Burke's  view  '•  of  the  henrtoi'a  thorough-lred 
metaphysician,"  and  again  exemplifying  the  fact,  that  "  when  such  men  come 
to  understand  one  another,  and  to  act  in  corps,  a  more  dreadful  calamity  cannot 
arise  out  of  hell  to  scourge  mankind." 

Bridgwi  ter,  January  15,  1838. 

•  Contrast  this  kind  of  evidence  with  the  searching  scrutiny  instituted  bv  the 
committee  into  the  poor  man's  earnings  and  expenditure,  and  with  the  manlv 
candour  of  the  answers  : — 

Examination  before  the  select  committee,  of  James  Slemenis,  a  labourer,  with 

a  loife  and  six  children. 

"2,316.  What  number  of  hours  do  you  labour  in  the  dav? — Answer.  12  hours. 

"2,317.  What  time  are  you  allowed  for  your  meals? — Half  an  hour  at  breakfast, 
and  an  hour  at  dinner,  and  half  an  hour  at  4  o'clock.  ' 

"2,318.     Then  you  work  altogether  10  hours  ? — Yes. 

"2,319.  In  the  harvest  month,  and  when  you  are  engaged  in  hay  makin"- and 
mowing,  do  you  work  any  greater  number  of  hours  ?— Yes  ;  from  3  in  the^nor- 
uing  until  8  or  9  at  night." 

"2,320. — Then  you  are  at  work  18  hours,  deducting  the  time  that  vou  gel 
for  your  meals  ? — Yes, 
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LEITER  VI. 
"  Ye,  not  unconscious  of  this  awful  ag«, 
"Now  mark  what  new  conflicting  systems  rage, 
"  Systems  whicli  laugh  to  scorn  th'  avenging  rod, 
"And  hurl  defiance  to  the  throne  of  God; 
"  Shake  pestilence  abroad  with  madd'ning  sweep, 
"And  grant  no  pause — but  everlasting  sleep! 
"Blood-guiltiness  their  crime."  Pursuits  of  Literature: 

Sm, — Having  alvearly  enfleavoured  to  exhibit  the  principles  embodied  in  the 
Reform  Poor  Law,  and  the  agency  by  which  these  principles  wei'e  to  be  carried 
into  operation,  I  now  proceed  to  re-examine  the  working  of  this  Law  in  the 
Bridgwater  Union.  1  have  stated  in  a  former  publication  that  with  a  view  of 
obtaining  information  on  the  operation  of  the  Poor  Laws  under  the  old  system, 
and  with  a  hope  of  somewhat  improving  their  administration,  I  cimsented  to 
act  as  one  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  for  the  Parish  of  Bridgwater  for  four 
years.  On  the  formation  of  the  Bridgwater  Union  in  May  1836,  I  was  solicit- 
ed by  some  influential  persons  to  consent  to  act  as  one  of  the  Guardians  which 
I  then  declined.  At  the  close  of  the  parochial  year  some  of  the  Guardians 
both  elected  and  ex-ofEcio  who  had  zealously  advocated  the  cause  of  the  Poor 
expressed  to  me  iheir  extreme  disgust  at  the  unfeeling  course  pursued,  and 
their  determination  to  withdraw  irom  the  Board ;  amongst  these  gentlemen  was 
a  distinguished  and  most  venerated  magistrate  holding  a  high  judicial  appoint- 
ment. LTnder  these  circumstances  I  reluctantly  consented  to  take  my  turn  as 
Guardian  for  one  year,  and  was  without  opposition  elected  for  the  Parish  of 
Bridgwater.  On  taking  my  seat  at  the  Board,  I  distinctly  denied  being  in  any 
manner  bound  to  secresy  on  its  proceedings,  asserting  my  unquestionable  right  as 
one  of  the  re])resentative.s  of  nine  tliousand  persons  at  that  Board  to  inform  those 
persons  individually  or  collectively  on  any  points  connected  with  the  duties 
which  I  was  sent  there  to  perform ;  and  claiming  an  an  Englishman  the  riffht 
of  appealing'  through  the  public  press  to  the  justice  of  my  countrymen.  On 
other  occasions  when  it  has  been  solemnly  propounded  at  that  Board,  by  au- 
thority, that  not  even  a  whisper  on  its  proceedings  should  be  permitted  to 
escape  the  li])s  of  the  Guardians  out  of  doors,  and  "that  we  should  rather  seem 
to  think  aloud  than  to  speak"  1  have  protested  against  so  skulking  and  cow- 
ardly a  course  as  behig  only  adapted  to  the  concealment  of  cruelly  and  injustice; 
and  have  avowed  my  unalterable  detennination  of  appealing  to  the  public  on 
the  transactions  of  that  Board,  in  any  manner,  which,  on  due  deliberation,.  I 
might  consider  most  likely  to  be  effective  in  drawing  the  attention  of  my 
countrymen  to  the  injuries  inflicted  on  the  poor. 

"2,321. — So  that  you  give  more  time  for  your  wages? — Yes;  very  nearly  two 
days  for  one. 

"2,322. — You  have  stated  that  you  receive  lis.  6d.  a-\veck,  and  that  you  eicpend 
for  flower  and  \'east,  and  rent  and  fuel,  lOs.  3d.  of  that  money,  leaving  Is.  3d.? — 
Answer. — "Yes,  and  I  will  tell  you  what  I  do  with  that. 

"2,323. — You  have  Is.  3d.  left  wherewith  to  feed  yourself,  your  M'ife,  and  five 
children.    State  in  what  way  you  expend  that  money  ? — 

Answer. — "3d.  for  half  a  pound  of  soap,  and  half  a  pound  of  candles,  3Jd. 
half  a  pound  of  sugar,  3d.  ;  a  pennyworth  of  tea,  and  half  a  pound  of  butter. 

"2,324.— How  much  is  that?— 5id. 

"  2,325.— Anything  for  beer  ? — 

Answer. — "  No,  there  is  nothing  left  for  any  beer. 

"2,326. — Then  nil  the  drink  that  you  and  your  wife  and  family  have  i»  the  tea 
tlrat  you  make  out  of  a  penny  ? — 

A««w»r.— "  Y«i;  I  kave  had  notbingf  mere  for  thrae  months," 
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Acting  oil  the  determinntion  so  deliberately  formed  and  openly  avowed,  I 
puhlislied  a  brief  statement  of  some  transactions  connected  witli  tlie  adminis- 
tration of  the  l^eform  Poor  Law,  in  the  Briduwater  Union,  and  ciled  cases, 
which  I  conceived  to  be  undeniable,  of  several  helpless  persons,  having  been 
broii-;ht  to  an  untimely  death  in  the  Workhouse  of  ihat  Union.  I  stated  the 
appaUing  fact  that,  30  persons  had  died  in  that  Workhouse  in  nine  months,  out 
ol'  an  av  erage  of  94  inmates,  and  I  further  showed  ft  cm  the  records  of  the 
Board,  that  a  nauseous  and  falal  disease,  which  at  length  became  infectious, 
ra'i-ed  in  the  house;  that  it  was  ascribed  to  the  Gruel,  by  the  medical  attendant, 
and  that  the  Board,  heedless  of  the  fatal  consequences,  wilfully  poured,  month 
after  month,  a  new  stream  of  victims  into  the  Pest-house,  to  be  subjected  to  the 
operation  of  the  gruel  system,  and  exposed  to  the  deadly  disease  which  raged 
there.  These  statements  you  were  pleased  to  republish  in  theTirties.  Although 
no  notice  was  taken  of  the  original  pamphlet  by  the  Poor  Law  Commissioner.s, 
as  soon  as  the  matter  appeared  in  the  Times  they  directed  certain  enquiries  to 
be  instituted,  of  which  notice  was  given  to  the  Guardians  by  the  following 
circular. — 

BRIDGFFATER  UNION. 


Sir. — T  am  instructed  by  tlie  Poor  Law  Comtnissiouers  for  Eng^land  and  Wales, 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Board  of  (iuardians  to  tlie  article  purporting:;  to  he  "some 
account  of  tlie  working  of  the  new  Poor  Law  in  the  Brid^watei-  Union,"  contained 
in  the  Times  Netv-tpape?-  of  the  2lst  instant,  whicli  is  a  copy  of  a  pamphlet  lately 
published  bv  Mr.  Bowen,  one  of  the  (niardians  for  Bridjjwater  parish. 

I  am  also  instructed  hy  Mr.  Weale,  assistant  Poor  Law  Commissioner,  to  inform 
e>erv  member  of  the  Board,  tiiat  he  has  heen  directed  l)v  the  Poor  Law  Comiiiissi- 
oners,  to  institute  an  cnqnirv  into  the  allog-ations  contained  in  the  said  pamphlet, 
and  that  he  will  attend  the  Board  for  that  purpose  on  Friday  the  -Ifh  of  August 
next.  I  am,  bu',   your  f)liedient  scr\;uit, 

Bridgwater,  July  27th,  183?.  ROBERT  UNDERDO WN,  Clerk. 

Two  distinct  enquiries  seem  to  have  been  contemplated,  the  one  to  be  insti- 
tuted bv  the  Board  of  Guardians,  the  other  hy  the  Assistant-Commissioner, 
'i  ho  parties  thus  converted  into  judges  in  their  own  case,  require  a  separate 
notice,  and  first  as  to  the  Board  of  Guardians.  If  the  governor  of  the  Work- 
house, the  relieving  officer,  or  the  medical  attendant  had  been  charged  with 
having  htought  certain  persons  to  an  untimely  death,  it  might  iiossibly  have 
been  an  allowable  course  for  the  Board  to  have  heen  directed  by  the  Commissi- 
oners to  enquire  into  the  conduct  of  their  own  officers  so  impeached;  but  no 
charge  was  made  against  the  officers.  The  Board  was  charged  in  its  collective 
capacity  with  having  deliberately^  adopted,  and  wilfully  pursued,  a  system  which 
led  to  the  unhappy  results  detailed.  To  constitute  them  judges  of  their  own 
case  under  such  circumstances,  was  to  make  a  mockery  of  justice,  and  to  hold 
up  its  sacred  name  to  contempt  and  ridicule.  Strongly  impressed  with  the  per- 
nicious character  of  such  a  proceeding,  and  convinced  that  its  only  possible 
corrective  was  the  public  voice,  I  addressed  the  following  letter  to  the  Poor 
Law  Commissioners. 

Bridgwater,  July  29,  1837. 

Gentlemen, 

I  learn  by  the  enclosed  letter,  from  the  clerk  to  the  Bridgwater  Union,  that 
Mr.  Weale,  Assistant  Poor  Law  Commissioner,  has  been  directed  by  vou,  to  insti- 
tute an  enquiry  into  the  allegations  contained  in  a  Pamphlet  published  hv  me, 
purporting  to  be  some  account  of  the  working  of  the  New  Poor  Law,  in  the 
Bridgwater  Union, 
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it  is  alleged,  in  the  Pamphlet  to  be  so  enquired  into,  that  many  of  our  unfortnnats 
fi'llow-creatures  have  been  biouf;;ht  to  an  untimely  death  in  the  Bridj^waler  Work- 
house.  An  enquiry,  on  so  fjrave  a  cbarfi;e,  cannot,  it  is  submitted,  be  conducted  to 
a  satisfactory  termifiation  with  closed  doors;  neither  can  the  ends  of  public  justice 
be  so  attained  ;  vvitii  this  conviction  I  take  leave  lespectfuUv  to  request  that  you 
wifl  be  pleased  to  issue  such  directions  as  will  prevent  the  public  from  being 
excluded  during  the  progress  of  the  enquiry. 

I  am,  gentlemen. 

To  the  Poor  Law  Comniissioners  Your  obedient  bnnible  servant, 

for  England  and  Wales.  .TOHN  BOWEN. 

To  this  communication,  the  following  answer  was  received. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Somerset-house, 
Sir,  ^  2nd  August,  1837- 

I  am  directed  by  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  for  England  and  Wait-s,  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  29th  ult.,  in  which  you  request  them 
to  give  such  directions  as  will  prevent  the  public  from  being  excluded  during  the 
progress  of  an  enquiry  directed  to  be  made  into  the  allegations  contained  in  a 
pamphlet  purporting  to  be  "some  account  of  the  working  of  the  New  Poor  Law,  in 
the  Bridgwater  Union." 

I  am  itistructed  to  inform  you  in  reply  that,  the  Commissioners  do  not  consider 
it  expedient  to  interfere  with  the  discretion  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  as  to  th« 
mode  in  which  they  may  conduct  the  enquiry  in  the  case  ad\  erted  to. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
To  John  Bowen,  Esq.,  11.  N.  PARKER, 

Bridgwater,  Assistant  Secretary. 

Here,  Sir,  was  a  refusal  to  a  request  for  an  open  enquiry,  and  that  refusal 
attempted  to  be  glozed  over  by  eqnivocation.  In  stating  that  they  "did  not 
consider  it  expedient  lo  interfere  with  the  discretion  of  the  Hoard  of  (Guardians," 
they  left  it  to  be  inferred  thai  the  Board  was  free  lo  exercise  such  a  discretion. 
Not  only  has  the  general  practice  been  opposed  to  such  :m  inference,  but  these 
very  Conunissionei  s  published,  in  an  appendix  to  their  second  rejiort,  a  laboiavd 
manifesto  again«t  the  exerc  se  of  any  such  discretion  I 

"The  Commissioners"  says  Mr.  Chadwick,  "direct  me  to  state,  that  tliev  have 
never  yet  thought  it  necessary  to  make  any  order  constituiing  the  Boards  of  Guar- 
dians open  courts,  but,  on  the  contrary,  under  the  existing  cii  cuinstances  of  the 
Union,  have  refused  to  accede  to  applications  made  to  them  to  older  Boards  of 
Guaidians  to  admit  strangers  to  be  present  at  their  proceedings." 

And  again,  in  the  same  manifesto. 

"The  Commissioners,  therefore,  feel  it  to  be  their  duty  to  decline  sanctioning 
an  alteration  in  the  existing  practice."  • 

Thus  instead  of  directing  a  full  and  open  enquiry  on  a  specific  charge,  openly 
made,  or  of  manfully  rejecting  the  a]))i]ication  for  such  an  open  enqnirv,  they 
slip  behind  an  imiilied  discretion,  which  they  had  distinctly  decided  against, 
and  had  circulated  tlieir  decision  at  the  expence  of  the  public,  amongst  all  the 
Boards  of  (iuardians  in  the  kingdom. 

T  he  accused,  having  been  constituted  judges  in  their  own  case,  and  being 
thus  left  in  possession  of  all  doors,  locks,  bolts,  and  l.ars,  which  they  might 
consider  necessary  for  shutting  out  unlavourable  evidence,  sat  in  undisturbed 
judgment  on  themselves,  charged,  as  they  were,  with  laving  uill'ully  jnirsued 
a  system,  by  which  a  number  of  their  unfortunate  fellow-creatures  had  been 
brought  to  an  untimely  death.  'I  o  have  ai)]ieared  at  such  an  impudent  mock- 
ery of  justice,  was  out  of  the  qnestion^  but  1  am  infoimed  thai  an  adjounmient 
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was  moved  by  the  flou.  P  P.  Bonvorie  (said  to  be  a  near  connection  of  an 
Assistiuii-Coiiiinissioiier),  and  that,  on  the  seL-ond  day  of  the  farce,  after  a 
spirited  protest  liad  been  made  by  some  members  of  the  Board,  the  followhi^ 
resolution  was  carried. 

BRIDGIVATER  UNION. 


Friday,  August  18th,  I837, 

The  Board  having  examined  into  the  several  allegations  of  cruelty  and  oppres- 
sion charged  upon  it  by  Mr.  John  Bowen,  in  his  pamphlet  entitled  "  The  Reform 
Poor  Law,  with  some  account  of  its  working  in  the  Bridgwater  Union,"  and 
having  examined  such  witnesses  ns  it  thought  necessary. 

Resolved, — That  the  allegations  of  cruelty  and  oppression,  made  against  the 
Board,  are  unfounded.  The  inferences  drawn  from  the  extracts  of  the  books  i)e- 
lunging  to  the  Board,  being  incorrect  and  incapai)le  of  being  sul)stantiated.  The 
Board  therefore  determine  to  take  no  further  steps  till  called  before  Parliament, 
when  the  Board  will  enter  fully  into  the  several  charges,  and  court  the  most 
complete  investigation  into  all  its  proceedings. 

That  a  number  of  persons,  so  charged,  and  left  to  decide  on  tbeir  own  case, 
should  cry  out  «o<  (/iti'/^j/ is  natm'al  enough;  but  that  they  should  substitute 
general  expressions  for  specific  charges,  is  a  somewhat  unusual  course.  These 
tender  Ounrd'ans  of  the  Poor  were  not  simply  charged  with  anything  so 
absurdly  vai^ue  and  indifiuite  as  "cruelty  imd  oppression."  i'hey  were  spe- 
cifically cinirged  on  evidence  adduced,  'i'hey  were  and  are  charged  with 
having  deliiier.ilely  -ent  a  number  of  helpless  persons,  in  w/iose  death  they  had 
(I  peciininrjj  interest,  to  a  Workhouse  in  whicli  a  fatal  disease  was  raging;  and 
which  ilisease  was  ofKcially  rejiorled  to  have  been  jjroduced,  and  kept  up,  by 
the  new  system  of  Workhouse  diet.  'I'hey  were,  and  are  charged  with  having 
will'idiy  persevered  in  this  destructive  system  for  many  months,  although  the 
awful  consequences  were  distinctly,  and  repeatedly  piessed  upon  their  notice. 
Jn  reply  to  these  specijic  «cc«sa/;'o/ts,  supported  by  names,  dates,  and  references 
to  recorils,  they  cry  out,  not  guilty  of  "cruelly  and  oppression  ;"  the  Poor  Law 
Commissioners  catch  at  the  verdict,  and  express  their  satisfaction,  in  the  fol- 
lowing congratulatory  epistle. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Somerset-house, 
Sir,  22nd  August,  1837- 

The  Poor  Law  Commissioners  for  England  and  Whales  have  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  thg  I9lh  inst.,  and  with  reference  thereto,  the  Commis- 
sioners have  to  express  their  satisfaction  with  the  investigations  made  by  the  Boaid 
of  Guardians  of  the  Bridgwater  Union,  into  the  statement  contained  in  an  article 
which  appeared  in  the  Times  Neivt^paper  the  21st  ult.,  and  which  purported  to 
be  some  account  of  the  working  of  the  new  Poor  Law,  in  that  Union. 

The  Commissioners  request  that  they  may  be  furnished  with  copies  of  the  depo- 
sitions taken  by  the  Board  of  Guardians  during  the  investigation  adverted  to. 

Signed,  by  order  of  the  Board, 
To  the  Clerk  of  the  E.  CHAD  WICK, 

Bridgwater  Union,  Bridgwater.  Secretary. 

Passing  over,  for  the  ])resent,  the  destructive  operation  of  the  principle 
involved  in  the  Commissioner's  approval ;  I  would  remark  on  the  matchless  ab- 
surdity of  a  controlling  Board  expressing  their  "satisfaction"  with  such  an  inves- 
tigation, and  then  requesting  "  that  they  may  be  furnished  with  copies  of  the 
depositions  taken  by  the  Board  of  Guardians  during  the  investigation  adverted 
to."  Thus  they  acknowledge  their  utter  ignorance  of  the  matter  with  which 
they  avow  themselves  to  be  so  perfectly  satisfied.    Such  is  the  absurd  course 
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piivsiied  by  the  Poor  Lavv  Coinmissioiiers  in  a  question  of  the  most  fearful 
import,  and  such  the  result  of  one  of  the  enquiries  directed  to  be  instituted  into, 
^'  an  article  which  appeared  in  the  Times  Newspaper,"  charj^ing  a  Board  of 
Guardians  with  having  wilfully  ])ursued  a  system,  by  which  many  of  our 
unfortunate  fellow-creatures  were  brought  to  an  untimely  death.  'J'hese  Com- 
missioners firs!  commit  themselves  to  an  unqualified  approval  of  the  verdict, 
and  then  ask  for  a  sight  of  ihe  evidence  ! 

J3ridg water,  January   loth,  1838, 


LETTER  VII. 

"  To  oflTend,  and  juc!g;e,  are  distinct  offices, 

And  of  opposed  natures."  Merchant  of  Venice, 

"  We  do  believe, 
Induced  by  potent  circumstances,  that 
You  are  our  enemy;  and  make  our  challenge 
You  shall  not  be  our  judge;  for  it  is  you 
Have  blown  this  coal;  — 

Which  God's  dew  quench  ! — Thei-efore  we  say  again, 
VVe  utterly  abhor,  yea,  from  our  souls, 
Kefuse  you  for  our  judge  : — whom  vet  once  more 
VVe  hold  our  foe,  and  think  you  not  at  all 

A  friend  to  iruth."  "  Henry  the  %lh. 


Sir, — Having  shewn  the  gracious  manner  in  which  the  verdict  of  acquittal 
given  by  one  of  the  accused  parties,  in  favor  of  itself,  was  received  at  Somerset-r. 
Jiouse,  I  proceed  to  consider  the  character  and  consequences  of  the  enquiry 
.directed  by  the  Poor  Law  (-"ounnissiouers  to  be  instituted  by  Mr.  Weale, 
Whether  this  assistant-ccmnnissioner  was  in  a  condition  to  enter  on  an  imbiassr 
ed  and  impartial  eiKpiiry  on  the  sullering  alleged  to  have  been  inllicled,  or  not, 
must  depend  on  whether  he  was  previously  expected  to  take  any  official  cognii- 
zance  of  the  working  of  the  Poor  Law  in  the  district  said  to  be  entrusted  to  his 
care.  If  he  were  not  expected  to  do  so;  if  it  is  to  be  understood  that  he  was  to 
draw  his  share  of  the  £33,7ti4.  for  residing  at  Clifton 

"Watching  the  idle  waters  babbling  by," 

and  that  he  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  working  of  tlie  New  Poor  Law, 
except  when  sjiecially  directed  to  institute  an  enquiry  ;  there  would  then  be 
little  to  remark  upon  but  the  manner  in  which  that  special  duly  was  perfonned. 
But  if  it  he  any  part  of  his  duty  to  keep  himself  imibrmed  on  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Poor  Law  in  his  district ;  if  these  fine  books,  which  were  said  to 
have  been  provided  for  ins]iection,  were  actually  intended  to  be  looked  into  by 
him,  why  then  he  Mas  to  all  intents  and  purposes  a  party  in  the  crime  charb,ed. 
The  ap])alling  number  of  deaths  in  the  liridgwater  Workhouse  ; — the  frightful 
extent  to  which  a  fatal  disease  raged  there; — the  letter  of  the  Medical  Attend- 
ant, ascribing  that  disease  to  the  Commissioners'  gniel;  the  fact  that  the  use  of 
the  gruel  was  still  obstinately  persevered  in,  and  that  a  regular  stream  of  fresh 
victims  was  poured  into  the  house  month  after  month,  all  stand  on  the  records 
of  th,e  Board.  These  facts  were  within  his  reach,  and  if  it  were  any  part  of  his 
duty  to  have  interposed  under  such  frightful  circumstances,  then  is  he  a  party 
to  the  sufif'ering  so  cruelly  inflicted  on  the  poor,  and  incompetent,  on  any  prin- 
ciple of  justice,  to  sit  in  judgment  on  the  alleged  facts  vyhich  the  Poor  Lavv 
Pomraissior.ers  directed  him  to  enquire  into, 
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But  whether  l\[r.  Assistant-Commissioner  Weale  is  to  be  considered  as 
having  anvthing  to  do  with  watching  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Law  in 
his  district,  or  not,  he  did  so  sit  in  judgment,  taking  some  depositions,  on  oath, 
AY'Ci-e//y,  and  otliers  at  the  Board  of  (iuardians ;  thus  to  a  certain  extent  con- 
necting the  two  enquiries.  On  the  nattn-e  of  the  evidence  so  taken  I  shall  luu  e 
to  remark  in  exiimining  the  diilerent  allegations  to  be  enijuirKd  into;  at  [jvesent 
it  is  only  necessary  to  state  that  no  report  on  Mr.  Weale's  enquiry  has  ])een 
presented  to  the  Board  of  Guardians,  or,  as  far  as  I  can  learn,  to  any  of  tlie 
parties  interested.  Considering  it  of  vital  importance  to  the  poor  of  this 
district,  that  some  official  exin-ession  of  ojjinionj  on  the  enormities  charged, 
should  be  recorded  at  the  Board  of  Guardians  ;  and  having  waited  more  than  a 
reasonable  time  for  such  an  ollicial  declaration,  I  addressed  the  following  letter 
to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners. 

Bridgwater,  Dee.  2nd,  1837. 

Genti.hmen, 

Mr.  Weale,  Assistant  Poor  Law  Comtnissioner,  having  been  directed  by  you 
to  institute  an  enquiry  into  "An  Article  purporting  to  be  some  Account  of  the 
working  of  the  New  Poor  Law  in  the  Bridgwater  Union,  contained  in  the  Times 
iVeir^/jrtyje?- of  the  21st  July ;  said  to  be  a  copy  of  a  Pamphlet  published  by  Mr. 
Bowen,  one  of  the  Guardians  for  Bridgwater  Parish  :"  and  your  Assistant-Com- 
missioner having  appointed  the  4th  of  August  last  for  the  commencement  of  such 
enquiry;  I  have  been  for  some  time  in  expectation  of  obtaining  bis  report  on  the 
subject. — I  cannot  learn  that  any  copv  of  such  report  has  been  received  by  the 
Board  of  Gtrardians  of  the  Biidgwater  Union;  and  as  the  allei;ati<>ns,  to  l)e  enijuiied 
into,  invohe  malter  of  the  most  serious  nature;  I  am  induced  to  reijuest  'hat  you 
would  he  pleased  lo  furnish  me  with  a  copy  of  the  leport  or  reports  of  your 
Assistant-Commissioner  on  the  subject  of  the  said  allegations. 

1  am,  Gentlemen, 

To  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  Your  obedient  humble  sei-vant, 

for  England  and  Wales.  JOHN  BOWF.iV, 

One  of  the  (Juardians  of  the  Poor  for  the  Parish  of  Bridgv.  alor. 

After  the  authorities  at  Somerset-house  had  taken  nearly  a  week  to  consider 
this  request,  1  was  favored  with  an  answer  of  which  the  following  is  a  co])y. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Pomerscf-hoiise, 
Sir,  i)th  Dec,  1837. 

I  am  directed  by  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  for  England  and  Wales  tn  ac- 
knowledge the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  2[ul  instant,  and  to  inform  you  that 
they  do  not  furnish  copies  of  their  official  documents,  and  tiiat  ihev  decline  com- 
plying witl)  your  request  for  a  copy  of  the  report  from  their  Assistant-Commissioner 
adverted  to  in  your  communication.       1  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant. 
To  John  Bowen,  Esq.,  (Signed)  E.  CHADWICK, 

Bridgwater.  Secretary. 

Such  is  the  incomprehensible  result  of  Pdr.  Weale's  having  been  directed  by 
the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  to  institute  an  enquiry  into  certain  allegations 
which  appeared  in  the  Times  i\eivspaper  !  Not  a  single  atom  of  information 
has  been  elicited.  'Ilie  parties  charged,  after  having  been  made  judges  in 
their  own  case,  take  refuge  in  the  sanctuary  of  Somerset-house,  where  their 
abortion  is  carefully  shrouded  from  the  light,  and  swaddltd  up  in  the  mantle  of 
unconstitutional  authority.  Such  are  the  mockeries,  by  which  Englishmen  are 
now  insulted,  with  impimity,  under  the  name  of  enquiries  ! 

Being  thus  unable  to  obtain  Mr.  Weale's  report,  I  have  only  to  deal  with 
the  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  as  a  joint  stock  affair,  in  which  the 
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assistant-commissioner  is  at  once  a  speculator  and  an  actuary.  The  public  can- 
not, in  this  bubble  any  more  than  in  others,  dive  into  the  private  accoimts  of 
the  directors,  who  "  do  not  furnish  copies"  ;  neither  can  they  obtain  in!ormation 
on  the  proceedings  at  the  secret  meetings  of  the  select,  where  the  olficial 
enquirer,  and  the  leading  parties  implicated,  conspire  to  devise  means  for 
hushing  up  such  awkward  affairs  as  may  expose  the  character  of  the  concern. 
But  although  such  information  cannot  be  obtained,  it  is  known  that  Mr.  Weale 
was  an  actor  in  the  farce  perfonned  at  Bridgwater  under  the  name  of  an 
"  Enquiry"  ;  that  he  administered  oaths  to  several  persons  ; — that  he  took 
upon  himself  the  examination  of  the  witnesses; — that  he  recorded  the  pro- 
ceedings, and  furnished  the  board  of  guardians  with  copies  of  the  depositions  ; 
and  doubtlessly  he  assisted  in  concoccing  the  resolution  which  embodied  the 
verdict  of  "Not  Guilty".  Let  us  now.  Sir,  proceed  to  examine  from  copies  of 
these  affidavits  so  attested  by  the  assistant-commissioner,  the  evidence  on 
which  the  verdict  against  my  allegations  was  founded. 

While  selecting  facts  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  the  working  of  the 
Reform  Poor  Law  before  the  public,  I  .endeavoured  to  keep  in  view  the  formid- 
able obstacles,  which  an  interested  junta  would  oppose  to  the  progi-ess  of  truth. 
To  provide  against  the  sorr}'  equivocations  and  sweeping  denials,  which  were  to 
be  expected  from  such  a  source ;  I  stated  but  little  on  mine  own  evidence,  and 
rejected  nearly  all  testimony  which  was  not  official  ;  well  knowing  that  had  I 
taken  the  evidence  of  the  sufferers  themselves,  I  should  be  the  meaus  of  sub- 
jecting ihein  to  the  arts  of  pettifogging  qiiibblei  s  who  j)ossessed  an  almost 
unlimited  power  of  annoyance  and  persecution.  I  therefore  determined,  although 
it  materially  nariowed  my  ground,  to  take  my  principal  i'acts  and  cases  from 
the  RE<;oRDS  of  the  board,  without  making  any  further  remarks  tiiau  appeared 
necessary  lor  connecting  the  lacts,  and  tracing  their  general  bearing  on  the 
system.  The  books  principally  referred  to  by  me,  are  the  "Medical  weekly 
return,"  ke])t  by  the  Medical  attendant,  and  tlie  "  Visitors  book."  kept  by  the 
Visiting  committee  of  the  board  of  yuardians  ;  one  of  whom  is  ex])ected  to 
insert  weekly,  answers  to  certain  printed  questions,  connected  with  the  condition 
of  the  ])iinpers — Both  these  books  are  brought  forward  Ibr  examination  every 
board  day.  From  these  oihcial  docmnenis,  so  fully  under  the  coguizance  of 
jhe  bonrd,  f  maile  the  following  extracts ;  on  which  some  of  my  remarks  were 
founded. 

North  Pcdierlon  Workhouse. 

October  2.5lh.    'J'wenty  Children  in  the  Measles.    These  Children  cannot  use  the 
1836.        coiiiinon  diet  of  the  house,  shuiild  therefore  be  allowed  a  little  tea 
and  butter.  Medical  Wetkly  Return. 

28th.  Tea  and  sugar  has  been  ordered  by  the  Medical  Officer,  but  it  has 
?20i;  been  supplied.  And  af>ain  "  The  orders  of  the  Medical  Officer 
respecting  d  difi'erent  diet  for  the  Invalids"  liave  not  been  nltended 
to.  Fisilors'  Book. 

February  14th.    Harriet  Bindon  should  be  allowed  tea  and  butter,  and  three  chil- 
dren should  have  milk.  Medical  ff^eekly  Return. 

February  17th.    Harriet  Bindon  still  continues  ill  in  bed.    'J'he  tea  and  sugar 
ordered  by  the  Medical  Officer  has  not  been  provided. 

Visitors^  Book. 

March  lOth.  'J'here  has  been  occa.sionally  much  delay  in  sending  the  articles 

entered  as  "  Necessaries"  for  the  Patients.  In  many  instances,  al- 
though ordered  by  the  board,  a  week  or  more  has  elapsed,  and  I 
beheve  in  one  case,  at  least,  they  were  not  sent  at  all. 

Medical  ffeckly  Return. 
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It.  slionld  be  noticed  that  the  entries  selected  as  above  include  a  pcnod  of 
nearlv  five  months.  The  Union  had  been  in  operation  about  ten  months, 
when"  the  medical  attendant  declared  that  in  "  many  instances"  a  week  or  mure 
had  e]a])sed  before  the  articles,  marked  as  "  Necessaries"  for  the  sick,  Iiad  been 
provided.  This  statement  was  deliberately  made  by  a  medical  officer  in  the 
execution  ol'his  duty,  who  is  still  employed  by  the  board; — and  the  entries  in 
the  visitor's  book  were  made,  not  by  a  suspicious  hand,  but  by  a  Clergyman 
and  Magistrate  of  the  County,  favorable  to  the  Reform  Poor  Law,  and  acting 
as  an  ajjpointed  visitor  of  the  Workhouse.  Now,  Sir,  mark  how  the  assistant 
commissioner  deals  with  this  matter  in  the  course  of  the  encjuiry,  which  he  is 
directed  to  institute. — He  does  not  examine  the  Gentlemen  who  made  these 
entries  but  he  brings  forward  two  witnesses  to  set  up  against  their  statements: 
Harriet  Hindon  one  of  the  sufferers,  and  Amy  Ellis,  the  then  mistress  of  the 
Workhouse,  who  had  farmed  the  poor  of  North  Petherton  parish.  T  his  pauper 
contractor  is  made  to  swear  point  blank  that  "  Since  the  commencement  of  the 
Unitm,  no  inmate  has  suffered  any  hardship  or  deprivation  whatever"!  !  !  The 
other  evidence  for  propping  up  the  case  of  the  board,  poor  Bindon,  distinctly 
negatives  this ;  she  deposes  that  the  surgeon 

"Ordered  tea  and  sugar  and  butter,  which  was  provided  for  her,  and  she  had  it 
durinfj;  the  whole  of  her  illness,  except  the  first  tzvo  or  three  days. 

Believes  that  two  or  three  days  elapsed  after  Mr.  Tilsley,  (the  Medical  Officer) 
said  she  should  have  tea  and  sugar  before  it  was  given  her — then  Mr.  Tilsley  gave 
her  some  for  two  or  three  days,  when  she  was  told  the  Matron  had  recei\  ed  some 
for  her  fi  om  Bridgwater. 

Further  states  that  when  she  first  went  into  Bridgwater  Workhouse,  in  her  work, 
she  could  have  eaten  a  little  more. 

Further  saith  that  she  never  made  any  complaint  to  any  one,  of  her  not  having 
.silifHfient  fiiod,  and  to  the  best  of  her  knowledge  she  never  mentioned  the  subject 
tiir^  day." 

Such  was  the  evidence  brought  forward  to  bolster  up  (he  adniinislralion  of 
the  Reform  Poor  [>aw  in  the  Bridgwater  Union  !  A  Wcn-Khouse-keeper  who 
swears  II  at  "no  inniate  has  suffered  any  hardshij)  or  deprivat Cn  whatever," 
and  an  inmate  of  the  same  Workhouse  who,  while  deposing  to  a  .sjiorl  diet  when 
at  work,  and  a  c  iiel  deju'ivation  on  a  bed  of  sickne.ss ;  declares  that  she  never 
made  any  complaint  of  her  not  having  sufficient  food  to  any  one  I  It  is  thus 
that  suliering  and  enduring  creature.s,  like  this  poor  widow,  above  making  com- 
])laints,  are  dragged  forward  to  testify  for  a  system,  under  which  they  have  been 
worked  ha  d  in  the  Poorhouse;  kept  on  a  short  allowance  of  food,  ami,  when 
reduced  to  a  sick  bed,  kept  for  two  or  three  days  without  tea.  and  for  two  or 
three  oiher  days  leit  dependant  on  the  charity  of  a  half-paid  Medical  attendant. 

I  will  not  occupy  yoin-  columns  in  remarking  on  evidence  which  s]ieaks  so 
unequivocally.  Important  as  such  matter  is,  Sir,  the  principles  developed  in 
the  ])rocecding  are  still  more  so.  The  Magistrate  who  made  the  entry  in  the 
visitor's  bock  was  at  the  Boaid  during  the  enquirv  ;  the  JNIedjcal  Ofhcer  was 
lik  ewise  in  attendance  ;  but  instead  of  adopting  the  obvious  course  of  calling 
on  these  gentlemen  to  snhstanliate  their  own  stalemenis,  deliberately  made  in 
the  execution  of  their  several  duties,  the  Mistress  of  the  Workhouse  is  brought 
np  to  make  a  contradictory  affidavit  !  And  this  is  an  official  enquiry  conducted 
by  an  Assistant-Commis-sioner  under  the  anthorily  of  t!  e  Reform  Poor  Law! 
'I  he  neglect  imputed  might,  by  some  mere  i^ossibility,  admit  of  palliation,  but 
the  outrage  perpetrated  by  such  a  proceeding  under  the  name  of  an  enquiry, 
instituted  by  an  authority  having  the  terrific  power  of  making  Laws  for  tlie 
helpless  portion  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects,  is  at  once  a  mockery  and  a  fraud 
demanding  further  consideration. 

Bridgwater,  January  19tl),  1838. 
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LETTKR  VI It. 
Enter  THK  TmiEii  Wizard.?/ 

\st  TVizard. — Round  about,  the  cauldron  fro, 
Tn  the  racking'  'gredients  thri)«'. 

2nd  TFiznrd. — For  a  charm  of  powerful  trouble, 
Like  a  hell-broth  boil  and  bubble. 

JF'iznrd. — Double,  double,  toil  and  trouble  ; 

Fire  burn,  and  cauldron  bubble. 

Hecate. — Oh  well  done!    1  commend  your  pains, 
And  every  one  shall  share  i'  the  gains. 

All. — Double,  double,  toil  and  ti'ouble; 

Fii'e  burn,  and  cauldron  bubble.  Macbeth, 


Sill, — The  fearful  extent  of  the  injury  inflicted  on  society,  by  such  mockeries 
as  have  heen  ah'eady  remarked  on,  will  I  presume  force  itself  on  atterition,  as  I 
proceed  to  establish  the  charges  on  which  the  offenders,  having  sat  in  judgment 
on  themselves,  pronounced  a  verdict  of  not  guilty.  Soon  after  the  formation  of 
the  Bridgwater  Union,  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  directed  that  the  paupers, 

"  who  may,  now  or  hereafter  be  received  and  maintained  in  tlie  Workhouse  or 
Workhouses  of  the  said  Union,  shall,  during  the  period  of  their  l  esidence  therein, 
be  fed,  dieted,  and  maintained,  with  the  food,  and  in  the  manner,  described  and  set 
forth  in  the  schedule  annexed." 

Signed       T.  Fiiankt.and  FiKwis. 

John  (iEoiioK  Shaw  Lisfevkk. 
Geoiigk  JVicuoi.i.s. 

The  fatal  notoriety  which  these  schedules  have  ohtained  renders  it  unnecessary 
for  nie  to  re-]inhlish  the  one  elected;  suffice  it  to  say  that  it  was  dietary  No  3. 
T  shall  be  spariiig  in  my  remarks  on  the  "  quantity  and  quality"  of  food,  as 
Mr.  ^loil.  the  aj^sistant-commissioner  sjiecially  selected  to  remove  "misconcep- 
tions which"  he  says  "exist  as  to  the  quantities  of  food  necessary  to  the 
supjiort  of  human  life,"  hns  officially  declared  that 

"  the  dietaries  recommended  by  the  Board,  for  adoption  in  the  difl'erent  Unions,  are 
sufficient  both  in  quantity  and  quality;  and  that  those  who  condemn  them  as 
insufficient,  are  totally  unacquainted  with  the  subject  on  which  they  so  loudly 
declaim." 

Having  no  intention  of  adding  to  the  number  of  declaimers  "'totally  unac- 
quainted" with  the  requisite  quality  and  quantity  of  food,  I  shall  confine 
myself  as  closely  as  possible  to  matter  of  fact  occiuTenres  officially  reported. 
'J'he  first  meeting  of  the  Guardians  of  the  Bridgwater  ITnion  was  held  on  May 
the  12th,  1836; — the  dietary  appears  to  have  been  fixed  on  Jinie  the  14th, 
but  lor  sometime  after  the  introduction  of  the  new  system,  it  ap])ears  from  the 
visitors'  hook,  that  the  prescribed  dietary  vvas  not  rigidly  observed.  Milk  was 
used  at  the  recommendation  of  tbe  medical  officer,  instead  of  the  pint  and  half 
of  gruel  prescribed  by  the  Connnissioncrs;  and  during  this  time  the  inmates  ate 
reported  generally  healthy.  But  I  am  informed  that  the  uidulgence  of  milk 
was  violently  opposed  at  tbe  Board,  as  being  too  great  a  deviation  from  the 
regulations  of  the  Commissioners  to  be  tolerated.  Rigid  obedience  was  en- 
forced ;  and  the  following  entry  appears  in  the  visitors'  book,  for  the  last  time, 
on  the  1 6th  of  August. 
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Question  10  — Is  the  established  dietary  duly  obserred,  and  ai«  th«  hourt  »l 

meals  regularly  adhered  to? 

Answer. — Yes,  except  in  the  use  of  milk  as  recommended  by  the  medical  officfrf 
in  lieu  ofyruel. 

On  the  23rd  of  August  the  indulgence  ceased,  as  appears  by  the  following 
entry. 

Aiifrust  23rd.    Inmates  g;enerally  healthy.    Gruel  is  noio  used  instead  of  milk. 

That  fatal  Diarrhoja  which  appears  to  have  followed  the  introduction  of  the 
Commissioners'  gruel  in  other  places,  soon  appeared  in  the  Bridgwater  Work- 
house, allernating  with,  and  increasmg  the  violence  ol,  otlier  diceases.  The 
Medical  report  for  September  contained  several  cases  of  DiaiThoea,  and  the 
Visitors'  book  thus  alludes  t  >  the  prevalence  of  the  disease  in  the  Workhouse. 

September  27th.  The  aged  Poor  are  afflicted  with  Colic  and  Diarrhoea,  and 
the  children  suftering-  fi-om  the  same  complaint. 

The  Bridgwater  Workhouse  was  now  to  afford  an  awful  illustration  of  the 
fact,  that  diseases,  having  their  origin  in  local  causes,  become  infectious  wherever 
many  sufferers  are  congregated  in  a  mass.  A  large  pro])ortion  of  the  inmates 
became  reduced  to  mere  skeletons  by  this  loathsome  disease.  The  sufferers, 
however  cleanly  in  their  former  habits,  involuntarily  voided  their  foeces.  The 
Governor,  in  describing  the  effect  of  the  gruel,  said  that 

It  did  not  aff'ect  the  poor  people  so  much  at  first,  but  after  the  u=e  of  it  for  a  few 
days  they  became  tenibly  bad;  it  ran  away  from  them  while  they  were  standing 
upright  as  they  took  it.  It  affected  them  upwards  and  downwards.*  All 
the  way  down  the  stairs  across  the  Hall,  and  down  the  garden  path  was  all 
covered  e\'ery  morning,  and  the  stench  was  horrible  all  through  the  house;  making 
the  people  ill  and  sick  ^^•ho  had  not  got  the  Diarrhrea. 

Thus  a  nauseous  pestilence  appears  to  have  pervaded  the  whole  house,  not 
confined  to  those  who  took  the  gruel,  but  infecting  others  who  were  obliged  to 
brtathe  an  atmosphere  saturated  with  foe'.id  exhalations  f  The  family  of  the 
governor  were  attacked;  the  governor  himself  although  previously  a  healthy  and 
a  i)owerful  man,  became  unable  to  go  into  the  paupers'  apartments  without  being 
violently  affected;  and  the  Medical  Attendant,  after  repeated  attacks  of  Diarrhoea, 
and  temporary  resjjites,  was  at  length  obliged  to  relinquish  his  post  to  another. 

*  This  strikingly  accords  with  Mrs.  Legg's  evidence  before  the  select  committee 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  on  the  effect  of  the  gruel  in  the  West  Hampnett 
Workhouse. 

Question. — (bv  Mr.  Walter). — Did  you  observe  that  the  gruel  had  any  particular 
effect  on  the  children  in  general  ? 
A  nswer. — Yes. 

Question. — What  effect  did  5'ou  observe  that  it  bad  ? 
Answer. — It  used  to  purge  them,  both  upwards  and  downwards. 
Question. — Generally  upon  the  children  it  produced  that  effect? 
Answer. — Yes. 

Question. — (by  Chairman). — Yon  say  that  the  gruel  disagreed  generally  with  the 
children  in  the  VVorkhouse  ;  Did  the  grown  up  people  eat  any  of  this  gruel? 
Answer. — Yes. 

Question.— Did  it  disagree  with  them  ? 
Answer. — Yes. 

t  Sir  John  Pringle,  Drs,  Haygarth,  Russel,  and  Lind,  agree  in  considering  the 
*muvia  of  dysentrie  and  other  putrid  excrements,  among  the  most  active  agents 
©f  contagion. 
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It  would  require  too  much  spane  to  give  a  copy  of  the  Medical  Weekly 
Return  ;  1  shall  therefore  give  a  few  short  extracts  from  the  "  Visitors  Book.'' 

October  25th,  There  is  much  sickness  amonfist  the  children  and  the  old  people. 
There  are  33  cases  under  the  care  of  the  Medical  Gentleman,  96  inmates  in  the 
House. 

On  the  day  that  the  above  entry  was  read  at  the  Board,  the  following  letter 
was  received  from  the  Medical  Officer  of  the  Bridgwater  Workhouse. 

"  To  the  Board  of  Gioardians  of  the  Bridgwater  Union 

Gkntlemen, 

On  resuming^  my  duties  at  the  Workhouse  I  found  that  the  Board  had 
ordered  tliat  Oatmeal  should  be  used  for  the  children  instead  of  milk.  For  some 
d;(ys  I  watched  theiesult,  which  was  (jiven  to  the  Visiting-  Committee  as  producing 
Diarrhoea.  Some  days  after,  many  of  the  children  became  affected  with  the  white 
mouth,  the  result  of  irritati<m  of  the  stomach  and  bowels.*  In  this  state  many  were 
seized  with  the  measles  ;  the  complication  made  the  cases  very  serious  and  ti  ouble- 
some.  In  this  condition  the  children  required  constant  attention  and  good  nursing, 
this  they  had  not,  and  many  suffered  severely  in  consequence.  Taking  the  above 
into  consideiation  I  proposed,  sanctioned  by  the  kindness  of  Mr.  W.  Baker, 
(one  of  the  Visiting  Committee,)  that  the  children  should  return  to  milk  diet,  that 
proper  nurses  should  be  in  attendance  day  and  night;  that  the  sick  should  be  separ- 
ated from  the  healthy,  and  that  the  sick  wards  should  not  be  scrubbed.  The  alter- 
ation I  am  certain,  will  tend  to  the  recovery  of  most,  and  the  future  comfort  of  all. 
Trusting  that  the  Board  will  be  pleased  to  sanction  it; 

I  remain,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)      ABRAHAM  KING. 

Bridgwater,  October  the  2.5th,  1836. 

T  would  here  .solicit  special  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  Medical  Officer  of 
the  Workhouse,  a  Memher  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  deliberately 
states,  in  the  above  official  letter  to  the  Board  of  Guardians,  that  he  had 
"watched"  the  effect  of  the  gruel  fur  "  some  days;"  and  that  he  had  slated 
the  result  to  the  Visiting  Committee,  "as  'producing  Diarrhtsa."  About  this 
time  the  disease  raged  violently  in  the  house ;  ma-iy  were  confined  to  their 
beds,  ntterly  unable  to  help  themselves  ;  some  children  had  died  and  others 
were  said  to  be  dying. 

It  will  scarcely  be  believed,  that  under  such  frightful  circumstances,  all  the 
indulgence  which  could  be  obtained  by  the  representations  of  the  surgeon,  and 
some  members  of  the  Visiting  Committee,  was  confined  to  the  victims  who 
were  actually  on  the  sick  list" 

"The  Board  desired  me,"  says  an  active  and  humane  member  of  the  Visiting 
Committee,  whose  statement  will  appear  in  the  sequel,  "  The  Board  desired  me  to 
inform  the  Medical  Officer  that  they  wished  every  necessary  comfort  to  be  granted 
to  tlie  sick,  but  declared  that  they  could  not  make  any  alteration  in  the  dietary  for 
those  who  were  not  actually  on  the  sick  list^" 

This  statement  accords  with  a  letter  to  the  Board,  from  Mr.  John  Evered 
Poole,  a  Medical  I'ractitioner  who  acted  for  Mr.  King,  when  prevented  by 
illness  from  attending  the  Workhouse.    But  while  the  urgent  representations 

•  In  the  case  of  the  inmates  of  the  Penitentiary  who  were  gruelled  into  Diarrhoea, 
Dr.  Roget  stated  before  the  select  committee,  appointed  to  report  on  the  consequence 
of  that  fatal  disease,  that  "The  Diarrhoea  tended  to  produce  irreparable  organic 
mischief  in  the  intestines."  This  he  discovered  on  dissection. 

Dr.  Granville,  too,  declared  that  on  14  or  15  post  mortem  examinations  of  the 
Diarrhcea  cases  in  the  Penitentiary,  the  intestines  were  found  in  a  state  of  ulcer- 
ation in  a  majority  of  cases. 
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of  Mr.  King,  anil  of  the  Committee;  liad  obtainerl  "neccssai-y  comforts"  for 
the  sick,  they  had  entirely  failed  to  lemove  the  alleged  cause  of  the  Diarrhoua. 
On  tlie  very'ioih  of  October,  when  llie.  uvvfnl  state  of  the  helpless  Poor  in  the 
house  was  pressed  on  the  Board,  and  ascribed  to  the  use  of  Oatmeal,  on  that 
very  day,  a  fresh  siipjily  was  orderal  to  be  sent  into  the  house.  That  the  use 
of  the  gruel  was  wilhdiy  persevered  in  does  not  rest  on  the  statement  of  an 
individual  member  of  the  Visiting  Committee,  or  of  the  Medical  (Officer,  however 
unexce])lionahle  the  testimony  of  these  gentlemen  may  be.  'J  he  fact  may  be 
traced  through  the  records  of' the  Board.  'I'he  visitors'  book  contains  entries  to 
the  following  elfect,  from  the  25lh  of  October  to  the  end  of  the  year. 
Question. — Ts  the  established  dietary  duly  observed  ? 

Answer. — Yes,  with  respect  to  the  lieallliy  inmates;  but  for  the  sick,  rice  milk 
and  arrowroot  have  been  substituted  tor  gruel,  by  order  of  the  Medical  OtScer. 

Here  is  uncjncstionable  evidence  that  the  fatal  gruel  was  regularly  adminis- 
tered to  the  helpless  Poor,  although  it  had  been  distinctly  dechited  to  the 
Board,  by  the  jViedical  Officer,  that  it  jnoduced  Diairhoea,  and  that  irritation 
of  the  stomach  and  bowels  produced  other  distressing  effects  !  A  considerable 
number  of  these  cases  terminated  fat'illy,  yet  the  Commissioners'  deleterious 
compound  continued  to  be  perseveringly  administered  to  those  who  were  not 
yet  seized  with  tlie  prevailing  disease.  'J'he  wretched  inmates  of  the^Vork- 
house  were  liRurxLED  up  to  the  very  day  of  attack,  when  the  poor  sufferers 
were  cons'dered  to  be  legally  entitled,  under  the  regulations  of  the  Board,  to 
the  rice  milk  &c.,  prescribed  by  the  Surgeon,  lor  the  sick  I  But  initil  they 
were  atiacked,  and  jjluced  on  the  sick  list,  the  rules,  regulations,  and  dietary 
table  were  to  be  inexorably  observed,  although  the  house  had  been  so  fright- 
fully ravaged  by  Diarihoea,  deliberately  and  ofTicially  declared  to  have  been 
produced  by  the  Commissioners'  i^ruel. 

From  the  first  appearance, of  the  Dian-hoea,  on  the  introduction  of  the  gruel, 
to  the  end  of  the  parochial  year,  the  entries  in  the  visitors'  book  attest  the 
distressing  stale  of  the  Poor  in  the  Bridgwater  U  orkhouse  ;  while  the  weekly 
lists  of  articles,  ordered  by  the  Board  for  the  use  of  the  unhappy  inmates  of 
that  house,  will  show  the  recklessness  with  which  the  use  of  the  gruel  was 
persisted  in. 

1836. 

August  I6th.    No  peculiar  sickness.    The  dietary  is  observed  except  in  ibe  use  of 
milk,  as  reconjmended  by  the  Medical  Officer  in  lieu  of  gruel. 

23rd.    Tn mates  ^c72e»-«//j/  healthy.    Gruel  notv  used  instead  of  milk. 

Sept.  27th.    The  aged  Poor  are  affected  with  Colic  and  DiarrhcKa,  and  the  chil- 
dren are  suffeiing  from  the  same  complaint, 
(Gruel  used  according  to  the  dietarv.) 

October  2.5th.    There  is  much  sickness  amongst  the  children  and  the  old  people. 

There  are  33  cases  under  the  care  of  the  Medical  Gentleman.  96 
inmates  in  the  house. 
25th.    For  some  days  1  watched  the  result  (of  the  gruel)  which  was  given 
to  the  Visiting  Committee  as  producing  Diarrlioea. 

Signed  by  the  Medical  Officer. 
25th.    One  hundred-weight  of  Oatmeal  ordered. 

Nov.  1st.  There  is  still  much  sickness. 

1st.  Half-a-hundrtd-iveight  of  Oatmeal  ordered. 

29th.  Still  much  sickness. 

22nd.  One  hundred-weight  of  Oatmeal  crdtred. 
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©00.  13th.    Much  sickness  is  still  prevalent  in  the  houee, 

6th.    One  hundred-weight  of  Oatmeal  ordered. 
20  th.    Half-a-hundred  weight  of  Oatmeal  ordered. 
27th.    One  hundred-iv eight  of  Oatmeal  ordered. 

Jan.  3rd.  The  inmates  ajjain  unhealthy,  particularly  ths  children  who  hav« 
1837.  had  the  "measles. 

loth.    One  hundred'weight  of  Oatmeal  ordered. 

3Ist.    Generat.ly  unhealthy. 

3 1st.    One  hundred-w eight  of  Oatmeal  ordered. 

Februaryl4th.    Generally  unhealthy. 

14th,    One  hundred-weight  of  Oatmeal  ordered    &c,  &c. 

Thus  the  gruel  cauldroij  and  tlie  Diarrhoea,  the  cause  and  effect,  were  kejjt 
in  full  reciprocal  acticm  by  the  Board.  There  are  intermediate  entries  which 
shew  transient  improvements  in  the  general  health  of  the  Poor  sufferers.  On 
the  21st  of  Februaiy, it  is  said,  "generally  improved  in  health  but  the  Diarr 
rhoea  is  still  very  prevalent."  I'his  improved  state  appears  to  have  cor.tinue^ 
but  for  a  short  time,  when  the  fatal  disease  resumed  its  former  virulence.  During 
the  whole  awful  period  comprised  between  the  first  death  from  Diarrhoea,  which 
look  place  in  September;  to  the  end  of  the  Ibllowing  March,  the  termination 
of  the  Parochial  Year,  the  Board  wilfully  persisted  in  sending  a  regular 
succession  of  helpless  victims  to  breathe  the  poisonous  atmosjihere  of  that 
PesthousR,  saturated  with  the  effluvia  of  putrid  excrements,  and  to  be  gkuei-LED 
in  precisely  the  same  manner  as  that  which  had  occasioned  such  extensive  suffer- 
ing, and  produced  such  fatal  results.  So  iar  I  have  proceeded,  either  on  the 
records  of  the  Board,  or  on  the  testimony  of  its  officers  and  menibeis;  1  am  now 
to  commence  on  my  own  knowledge;  having  on  the  31st  of  March  takei| 
jny  seat  at  the  Board  as  one  ot  the  Ciuardians  for  the  Parish  of  Bridgwater. 


LETTER  IX. 
"There  is  Death  in  the  Pot." 

2nd  Kings,  chap.  4. 

—  Go,  boast  of  this  ; 
And  if  thou  tell'st  the  heavy  story  liglit, 
Upon  my  soul,  the  hearers  will  shed  tears  ; 
And  say, — Alas,  it  was  a  piteous  deed  ! 

Henry  6<A,  part  3rd. 

Sir, 

The  first  meeting  of  the  present  Board  of  Guardians  was  held  on  the  3 1st 
,of  March  1837;  the  routine  business  consequent  on  the  commei:cement  of  a 
New-year  occupied  the  day.  I'he  second  meeting  was,  with  slight  exceptions, 
.of  a  similar  character.*     Having  beeu  appointed  a  member  of  the  visiting 

•  At  this  Meeting  I  took  an  opportunity  of  stating,  that,  as  I  was  known  to  be 
■opposed  to  the  principle  of  the  Bill,  1  considered  myself  bound  to  declare  the  course 
which  I  shoidd  pursue  at  that  Board,  where  nothing  but  a  painful  sense  of  duty 
could  have  induced  me  to  appear,  labouring,  as  I  was,  under  great  bodily  and 
mental  suifering.  I  declared  that  whatever  my  opinion  of  the  measure,  abstractedly 
considered,  might  be,  no  man  at  that  Board  was  more  determined  to  assist  in  work- 
ing the  New  Law  fairlv,  to  uphold  the  proper  authority  of  the  Chair,  and  to  labor 
^n  the  business  of  the  i3oard  earnestly," and  honestly.  But,  opposed  as  I  was  to 
the  principle  of  the  Law,  I  would  not  call  out  suspicion  on  any  measure,  by  becom.- 
injf  tka  propoier  of  a  resolution. 
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committee,  and  informed  ravself,  by  personal  inspection,  on  the  state  of  the 
Poor  then  in  the  Bridy w;iter"Wovkhoiise,  1  went  carefully  through  the  obituary, 
the  visitors'  book,  the  Medical  Weekly  Return,  and  such  other  ducumeiils  u» 
woidd  fairly  bring  under  my  view  the  past  and  present  condition  uf  the  inmates 
of  the  Workhouse. 

At  this  time  the  general  appearance  of  the  Poor  in  the  house  was  haggard 
and  emaciattd  bevond  description.  On  the  Hth  of  April  there  were  twelve 
cases  oi'  Diarrhea  on  the  Medical  Weekly  Return  ;  several  of  the  wretched 
sufferers  had  been  seized  in  the  course  of  tlie  week.  Under  ihese  alarming 
circumstances  the  Visiting  Connniltee  requested  the  Medical  Officer  to  attend 
them  at  the  Workhouse ;  when  that  gentleman  again  strongly  nrged  the 
necessity  of  making  an  alteration  in  the  diet.  He  ]3roposed  that  gruel  should 
be  no  longer  administered,  but  that  instead  ol  it  milk  should  be  used  Ibr 
breakfast,  and  that  rice  and  milk  should  be  substituted  for  bread  and  cheese 
dinners,  on  two  days  in  the  week.  '1  he  Visiting  Committee  unanimously 
agreed  to  recommend  the  suggestions  of  the  Medical  Attendant  to  the  lioard 
ot  Guardians,  and  a  reverend  member  ol  the  Committee,  who  was  the  aj^pointcd 
visitor  for  the  week,  made  tiie  iollowing  entry  in  the  Visitors'  book  in  reply  to 
one  of  the  printed  questions. 

Question. — Are  the  inmates  generally  healthy,  or  is  there  any  sickness  prevalent 
among:  tliem?  If  so,  state  particulars,  and  especially  if  any  dangerous  or  liiglily 
infectious  case  of  illness  exists  in  the  house. 

Answer. — 'J'here  is  still  Diairhci'a  and  a  disposition  to  increase.  The  Medical 
Officer  recoinn.ends  rice  and  milk  as  a  suhslitute  for  bread  and  cheese  dinners,  on 
two  of  the  days. 

'1  he  members  of  the  Visiting  Committee  proceeded  to  the  Board  of  Guardi- 
ans to  support  the  recommendation  oi'  the  Medical  Officer.  The  reverend 
gentleman  who  was  the  visitor  for  the  week,  was  considered  the  most  jiroper 
jjerson  to  state  the  reiteiated  opinion  uf  the  Surgeon,  and  the  distressing  con- 
dition of  the  inmates,  to  the  Board,  'i  bis  he  did  with  the  temjier  and  earnest- 
ness ol  a  christian  pastor  urging  his  brother  men  to  the  perforuiance  of  a 
solemn  duty.  ']'he  recommendation  of  liie  surgeon  was  strongly  and  leelingly 
advocated  and  the  fact  stated,  that  tlie  old  peoj)le  who  were  allowed  tea  had 
suffered  less  from  Diarrha'a  than  the  other  mmates.  Another  member  of  the 
Visiting  C'omuiittee,  with  documents  in  his  hands,  to  which  he  referred  iu  jnoof 
of  his  assertions,  urged  on  the  i>oard  the  appalling  fact,  that  30  persons  had 
died  in  the  Workhouse  in  nine  months,  out  of  an  average  of  U4  inmates,  while 
in  the  same  house,  on  the  old  dietary,  only  9  persons  had  died  m  the  parochial 
year  ending  March  1836,  and  the  same  number  in  the  previous  year,  out  of  an 
average  of  t)G  residents.  He  further  insisted  on  the  strong  probability  afforded 
by  the  rapid  progress  of  the  disease,  during  the  previous  fortnight,  that  it 
would  soon  acquire  all  its  former  virulence. 

So  far  were  these  statements  from  effecting  any  amelioration  in  the  condition 
of  the  unfortunate  inmates  of  the  Workhouse,  that  the  recommendation  of  the 
surgeon  was  not  even  put  to  the  meeting,  or  any  communication  made  to  him 
on  the  subject!  The  matter  was  not  only  passed  by,  as  altogether  unworthy  of 
attention,  but  it  was  authoritatively  declared  from  the  chair,  that  a  resolution  em- 
bodying such  a  recommendation  could  not  be  entertained;-that  the  Medical  man 
bad  gone  out  of  his  coarse  m  making  such  a  recommendation; — that  although  it 
was  competent  for  him  to  prescribe  diet  for  the  sick,  he  could  not  be  permitted 
fo  make  experimentt  on  the  diet  of  those  who  were  not  actually  on  his  list ; — 
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that  the  dietary  was  an  important  part  of  the  ref^iilations  of  the  Poor  Law 
Commissioners,  and  that  the  Board  miglit  as  well  talk  of  altering  the  l-'oor 
Law  altogether,  as  of  making  any  alteration  in  the  dietary.*  'J  he  innn  Uahility 
of  the  Commissioners'  dietary  tahle  being  thus  authoritatively  propounded  by 
the  Chairman,  was  reluctantly  received  by  the  Board  as  a  leijal  decision  on  the 
subject.  No  vote  was  taken,  and  thus  a  number  of  helpless  men,  women, 
and  children,  were  deliberately  given  up  to  the  further  operation  of  the  fatal 
gruel. 

Not  being  disposed  to  acquiesce  in  that  reading  of  the  Law  whicli  had  been 
so  solemnly  propounded,  I  attended  the  Workhouse  on  the  next  Board  day, 
Friday  21st  of  April,  as  one  of  the  Visiting  Committee.  The  disease  had  now 
made  so  fearful  a  progress  that  the  forebodings  of  the  past  week  had  fallen 
short  of  the  awful  reality.  'J  he  Medical  Weekly  Return  recorded  the  following, 
among  other  cases,  some  of  them  of  a  complicated  character,  and  several  of 
them  appearing  to  be  past  all  hope  of  recovery. 

•  This  silly  doctrine  is  as  rauch  opposed  to  common  sense  as  it  is  abhorrent  to 
humanit}^  Cases,  like  the  above,  involving  questions  of  immediate  life  and  death, 
are  taken  out  of  the  beaten  path  :  such  awful  visitations  are  not  onlv  held  to 
justify,  hut  imperiously  to  demand,  a  deviation  from  ordinary  rules.  When  the 
introduction  of  the  gruel  system  had  infected  the  inmate.s  of  the  Penitentiary  with 
Diarrhoea;  although  the  deaths  were  only  in  the  proportion  of  about  one-fourih  of 
what  they  were  in  the  Briclg;water  Workhouse;  not  onlv  were  two  additional  Phy- 
sicians appointed,  who  instantly  changed  the  diet,  but  llie  Secretary  of  State 
directed,  as  mav  be  seen  in  the  following  letter,  the  case  of  the  unhappy  suiferers 
to  be  fully  enquired  into. 

"  Whitehall,  June  23i  d,  1823. 

Sir, — In  consequence  of  the  illness  which  has  long  prevailed  in  the  Penitentiary, 
and  the  difference  of  opinion  which  has  been  expressed  by  medical  men  of  con- 
siderable eminence,  wih  respect  to  the  causes  of  the  disorder,  and  the  nature  of  the 
remedies  which  it  is  proper  to  apply,  I  am  induced  to  request  that  you  will  bring 
the  subject  under  the  consideration  of  the  College  of  Physiciiins,  and  that  you 
will  haie  the  goodness  to  move  the  appointment  of  a  Comniiltee  for  the  puipose 
of  visiting  the  Penitentiary,  and  of  reporting  to  me  their  opinion  upon  the  nature 
of  the  disorder  which  prevails  in  that  Establishment,  and  upon  the  probai)le  etficacy 
of  the  present  course  of  niedical  treatment. 

Sir  H.  Halford,  Bart.,  T  have,  &c., 

&c.  &c.  &.C.  (Signed)  H.  PEEL." 


"In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  Right  Honourable  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department,  we  the  undersigned  members  of  a  committee,  appointed  by 
the  College  of  Physicians,  have  visited  the  Penitentiary  at  I\Iili)ank,  examined  the 
state  of  the  patients  there,  heard  the  accounts  given  by  the  medical  attendants  ; 
and  do  repoi  t  upon  the  two  questions  submitted  to  our  investigation,  as  follows; 
&c.  &c.  &c.  (Signed) 

"Henry  Halford.       "  W.  G.  Maton. 
"College  of  Physicians,  "Henry  Ainslie,         "Thomas  Turner. 

June  27th,  1823.  "Edward  Ash.  "Pei.ham  Warren." 

The  objects  of  this  just  consideration  were,  be  it  remembered,  convicted  crim- 
inals; while  the  wretched  victims,  who  were  left  to  perish  by  pestilence,  in  the 
Bridgwater  Workhouse,  were  helpless  children,  and  worn-out  labourers,  who  had, 
by  a  life  of  unmitigated  toil,  helped  to  enrich  the  persons  who  persisted  in  racking 
out  their  entrails  with  the  Commissioners'  gruel. 
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Exlracl  from  the  IVeeklt/  Retuni  of  the  Sick  in  the  Bridgwater  Workhouse, 
during  one  week,  from  April  14//i  to  April  Qlst,  1837. 


A'.fi.    I'he  Jirst  eight  were  complicated  cases,  accompanied  l)y,  or 
connected  with,  severe  Diarrhira. 


Names. 

A-e. 

Disease. 

Suliseqiient  Remarks. 

I'lirge,  Henry    -    .  - 

10 

-    •  cough  and  diarrhcEa  -  - 

Fellhaiii,  John    -    -    -  - 

11 

-    -    -     colic     .    -    -  - 

3 

-    -  congh  and  diarrhoea  -  - 

died  May  4th 

Kidiier,  Betty     .    -    -  - 

44 

•    -      colic  and  fever      -  - 

44 

died  April  16th 

Tucker,  Mary     .    .    -  - 

77 

-    -    congh  and  debility  - 

died  July  28th 

Coombes,  ( Infant)  -    -  - 

-    -      bowel  affection      -  - 

died  July  11th 

Pocock,  James    .    -    .  . 

80 

bowel  aff'ection 

died  July  25th 

Board,  William  -    .    -  - 

2 

-    -    -  diarrhoea 

A(lam«,  Mari^aret    -    -  - 

24 

-    -      diarrhoea      -    -  - 

Bailey,  Sarah  

23 

-    -    -      diarrhoea      -    -  - 

VA'ilkins,  Flora    .    -    -  - 

4 

-    -    -      diarrhoea      -    -  - 

died  May  I6th 

Caddick,  James  -    -    -  - 

7 

H 1 1  rr  Vi /TP            1.       .  _ 
•       -       -           Ulcll  1  llu^tV 

Caddick,  Thomas    -    -  - 

4 

-    -    -      diarrhflpa      -  - 

I'arker,  James    .    -    -  - 

60 

-    -    -      diarrh«?a      -    -  - 

40 

-    -    -      diarrhffa      -    -  . 

died  May  21st 

Rowsell,  James   -    -    -  . 

57 

-    -    -      diarrhera      -  - 

died  December  14th 

Biilpin,  Betty    -    -    .  - 

G6 

-    -    -      diarrha-a      -    -  . 

Crate,  George    .    -    -  - 

37 

-    -    -  diarrhaa 

Sellick,  Martha  -    -    -  - 
Perry,  Henry  .... 

55 

-    -    -      diarrhfpa     -    -  - 

died  November  13th 

85 

-    -    -      diarrhfra  ... 

died  October  11th 

Harden,  Mary    -    -    -  - 

24 

diarrhfpa  - 

Siifh  was  a  ]>avt  of  the  awftil  ca!olnp;ne  siilijccled  to  the  inspection  of  the 
Commitiee,  while  tlie  gniel  pot  liail  scavcely  ceasi'd  biilihlin<;  for  tlie  day.  The 
fetid  stench  throiigliout  the  whole  house  was  so  in'oleiable  ihat  an  intelligent 
and  hiimtine  member  of  t  he  visiting  conimiMec,  who  had  connneiiccd  an  exami- 
nation of  the  house,  declared  himself  "  utterly  nnable  to  inspeci  the  wards." 
and  reluctantly  gave  np  tl.e  atlemijt.  He  assr.rcd  me  that  nothing  could  in- 
duce him  to  re|)eat  the  effort,  "as  he  was  entirely  overcome."  'J"he  wards 
were  however  minutely  inspected,  and  seldom  has  a  more  distressing  and  offen- 
sive ex|'osure  of  human  infirmity  been  exhibited.  The  loathsome  and  heart- 
rending s])eetacle  defied  all  descri])lion.  A  nimiber  of  per.'^ons  of  all  au;es  sufTering 
intense  a^ony  :  others  involuntarily  voiding  their  f'ccces,  apparentlv  worn  out 
by  the  ojieralion  of  the  disease.  Those  who  were  not  vet  afiected  bearing  in 
their  countenances  the  strongest  marks  of  terror  and  a]ii)rebension  ;  and  all 
lueaihing  and  absorbing  a  heavy  fa'lid  atmos])bere,  saturated  with  the  poisonous 
tfHiivia  of  putrid  excrements.*  The  effect  of  this  mass  of  sufTering  was  height- 
ened by  the  con.sideratiou,  that  it  was  to  be  ascribed  to  a  wilful  and  deliberate 
disregard  of  representations  repeatedly  made  by  the  surgeon,  and  by  members 
of  the  Visiting  Committee. 


I  partly  concur  with  the  folhn\  ing  observations  on  the  above  detail,  recently 
made  by  an  alile  \i  l  iter  on  tlie  working  of  the  New  Ponr  Law  ;  but  in  the  course  of 
this,  our  pilgrinnage,  there  are  sometimes  oflensire  dulios  to  be  performed. 

"We  find  ourselves  unable  to  go  on  with  these  details.  Thevaie  of  a  species  of 
horror  so  nauseous  and  disgusting,— tbey  are  so  deg:rading  to"  the  siiffereis,  and 
infer  such  inhumanity  in  the  perpetrators, — tbev  are  altogether  so  disgraceful  to 
the  couritry,  and  so  humiliating  to  human  nature  itself,  that  on  better  thoughts 
we  find  it  more  udviseable  to  throw  a  pall  over  the  hideous  spectacle,  and  leave  it 
to  the  general  conceptionii  of  our  readers."— C'^t*?r^  of  England  Quartaly 
Rtvitu;,  .Tanuarv,  1838, 
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The  member  of  the  Committee  who  undertook  to  insjiect  wards  reported 
on  his  leim-n  the  pitiable  coiuiition  of  the  inmates,  and  distinctly  declared  that 
the  Committee  would  be  sanctioning  a  further  wholesale  destruction  ofthe 
helpless  Poor,  if  they  pcrmilled  their  own  urgent  representations,  and  those  of 
the  Medical  Attendant,  to  be  again  smothered  and  passed  over;— that  they 
were  bound  to  make  another,  and  an  importimate,  ajipeal  to  the  Board,  on 
behalf  of  the  wretched  s  u  fife  vers ;  and  that  if  they  again  failed  to  procure  a 
decent  attention  to  the  frightful  condition  of  their  perishing  fellow  creatures, 
that  they  should  solemnly  protest  against  the  course  so  obstinately  ])ursued, 
and  withdraw  from  any  further  participation  in  the  crime.  I  declared,  on  my 
own  part,  that,  whatever  the  determination  of  tlie  Committee  might  be,  "if  de- 
cisive means  were  not  taken  to  check  this  murderous  system,  in  which  by 
acquiescence  we  should  all  become  accessories,"  I  woidd  on  that  day  withdraw 
from  the  Committee,  and  appeal  in  the  strongest  manner  I  was  able  to  the' 
Public. 

The  course  of  proceedings  thus  urged  upon  the  Committee,  was  readily 
adopted  by  them.  They  went  directly  from  the  Workhouse  to  the  Board  of 
Guardians  ;  where,  the  Chairman  not  being  present,  they  escaped  the  infliction 
of  another  long  lecture  on  the  incompetency  of  the  surgeon  to  propose,  and  of  the 
Board  to  entertain,  any  resolution  condemnatory  of  such  an  nnportant  element 
of  the  new  Poor  Law,  as  the  Commissioners'  gruel.  After  a  lengthened  dis- 
cussion, which  principally  turned  upon  what  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners 
might  possibly  say  and  do,  in  case  their  dietary  regulations  were  infringed,  it 
was  determined,  as  appears  by  the  fallowing  extracts  rom  the  Minute  Book, 
to  give  nj)  the  deadly  compound. 

Minute  Book,  April  2lst. 

On  readinsr  the  minutes  on  the  Bridgwater  Visitor's  Book,  it  appeared  that 
Diarrliopa  still  prevailed  in  the  House,  and  that  the  inmates  were  not  g-enerally 
healthy.  It  was  thereupon  moved  hy  Mr.  William  Pitman  Kin^,  and  seconded  bv 
the  Rev.  Noblett  Ruddick,  that  the  Medical  Officer  be  requested  to  attend  the 
Board,  for  the  purpose  of  f^iving  information  as  to  the  state  of  the  health  of  the 
paupers  relati\e  to  the  minute  above  stated. 

Mr.  Abraham  King,  Medical  Officer,  was  thereupon  sent  for,  who  soon  after 
attended  the  Board,  and  confirmed  the  report  of  the  Visiting  Committee,  and 
stated  that  the  paupers  above  sixty  who  were  allowed  tea  and  sugar,  did  not  suffer 
from  Diarrhoea  as  much  as  those  who  were  dieted  on  gruel,  and  recommended  that, 
for  the  present,  rice  be  substituted  for  gruel,  which  the  Board  agreed  to. 

Thus,  by  the  decided  tone  of  the  Visiting  Committee,  after  many  months  of 
strenuous  exertion  on  the  part  of  others,  and  even  six  months  after  the  Medical 
Attendant  had  solemnly  called  the  attention  of  the  Board  to  the  fact  that  the 
Commissioners'  gi-uel  had  produced  a  most  distressing  complication  of  dis- 
eases ; — after  this  long  and  frightful  period  of  torture  and  death,  a  reluctant 
permission  was  extorted  to  abate  the  deadly  nuisance.  The  effect,  as  recorded 
in  the  Visitor's  Book,  on  the  next  Board  day,  surpassed  the  most  sanguine 
anticipations. 

Question. — Is  the  etablished  dietary  duly  observed? 

Answer. — Milk  has  been  substituted  in  lieu  of  gruel,  for  breakfast,  and  rice  (for 
bread  and  cheese)  for  dinner,  two  days  in  the  week,  by  order  of  the  Medical 
Officer. 

Question. — Are  the  inmates  generally  healthy,  &c.  &c.  ? 

Answer. — The  inmates  are  not  generally  healthy;  but  there  is  a  great  improre-' 
went  since  the  last  report,  occasioned  by  the  change  of  diet.  Diarrhoea  ha» 
decreased  from  18  to  3  casot  sinc«  th«  last  report. 

April  £Stb,  1S37.  (Signed)  W.  P.  KING, 
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The  proposal,  for  relieving  the  liclpless  Poor  from  llie  torture  inflicted  hy 
the  gruel  system,  having  heen  so  long  considered  as  heing  too  daring  to  he 
entertained,  the  result  of  such  relief,  after  eight  months  awfully  crowded 
with  suHerins  and  death,  was  carel'ully  watched  by  the  Visiting  Committee  ; 
and  on  the  12th  of  May,  the  following  entry  appears  in  the  Minute  Book. 

Bridgwater  Union,  May  12(h,  1837. 

In  consequence  of  an  alteration  in  the  diet  of  the  inmates  of  the  Workhouse' 
having  heen  considered  necessary  for  the  improvement  of  their  health,  by  the 
JMedical  Officer,  and  such  alteration  having-  been  acted  on  with  good  effect, 

It  was  moved  by  Mr.  W.  P.  King,  and  seconded  by  the  Rev.  N.  Ruddock,  that 
in  future,  a  dietary  be  substituted  agreeable  to  the  annexed  table,  in  lieu  of  table 
No.  3,  now  in  use,  and  that  the  Clerk  be  directed  to  write  to  the  Poor  Law  Com- 
missioners for  their  sanction  to  such  alteration. — Carried  unanimously." 

The  Commissioners  were  pleased  to  comply  with  this  request.  From  the* 
2lst  of  April,  when  the  fatal  gruel  ceased  to  be  administered,  the  health 
of  the  inmates  of  the  Workhouse  piogressively  imjnoved,  and  all  hough 
Diarrhoea  has  since  returned  on  several  of  the  former  victims,  and  carried  thera 
off,  there  have  heen  scarcely  any  recent  cases,  'i'he  following  persons  were 
amonii  the  sufferers  by  the  deadly  disease  which  was  so  pertinaciously  kept  up.* 


iN  urncs. 

Age. 

Brown,  Elizabeth 

n  r 

2-2- 

measles 

Palmer,  Elizabeth 

2 

measles 

Symes,  James.. . . 

1 

measles 

I 

measles 

Vokins,  Mary  Ann 

4 

measles 

Hoyle,  Emma  . . . 

1 

measles 

T")nvpv-  Jntiii   

2 

inflnmmntinn 

of  lungs 

Wride,  John  .... 

1 

inflammation 

of  lungs 

Cox,  George  .... 

2 

tubercles  on 

the  lungs 

Wilkins,  Flora  .  . . 

2 

ulcer  in  the 

bowels 

Woolcott,  George . 

J. 

marasmus 

Woolcott,  Theresa 

4^ 

marasmus 

Furber,  James  .  . . 

1* 

marasmus 

Stacey,  Mary  .... 

78 

natural  decay 

Mullins,  Sarah   . . 

23 

consumption 

Partridge,  Thomas 

62 

Cogle,  John  .... 

44 

rupture  of 

bloodvessel 

Sheppard,  Martha 

68 

diarrhoea 

White,  Mary  

39 

diarrhoea 

Arljnur,  William. . 

1 

diarrhoea 

Pyke,  William  . . 

67 

diarrhoea 

Diment,  Heury  . . 

2i 

diarrhoea 

Farthing,  George  . 

60 

diarrhoea 

Biss,  Loman  .... 

diarrhoea 

Adams,  William. . 

i 

diarrhoea 

Dowden,  Mary  . . 

26 

diarrhoea 

Bindon,  John. . . . 

1| 

diarrhoea 

Keinarks. 


I  From  Sejjt  ,I83G,' 
I  to  May,  IS37. 


These  were  cases  ofDiarrhoea  coming  died  Oct.  21sfc 
within  the  remarks  contained  in  the  died  Oct.  26th 
letter  of   the  Medical  Attendant,  died  Oct.  29th 
^^"Many  of  the  children  were  afFectedJdied  Oct.  29th 
rwith  the  white  mouth  the  result  of  died  Nov.  2ud 


irritation  of  the  stomach  &  bowel 
in  this  state  they  were  seized  with 
measles." 


These  were  cases  preceded  by,  or 
accompanied  with,  severe  Diarrhoea. 


Excessive  Debility  from  Diarrho2a. 


Some  of  these  cases  died  at  the 
North  Petherton  Workhouse  j  where 
'i  many  persons  afflicted  with  Diar 
rhoea  were  sent  from  the  Bridgwater 
House. 


J 


died  Nov.  9th 

died  Jan.  2ud 

died  Jan.  4th 

died  May  4th 

died  May  16tH 

died  Feb.  8th 
died  Feb.  11th 
died  March4th 
died  Oct.  18th 
died  Nov. 1 1th 
died  May  1 8th 
diedApril  16th 

died  Mar.  1 4th 
died  May  2lst 
died  Sept.28th 
died  Nov.  7th 
died  Nov. 24th 
died  Nov.  27th 
died  Jan.  21st 
died  Jau.  23rd 
died  Feb.  28th 
diedMarch2nd 


During  the  time  that  Diarrhoea  raged  in  the  Penitentiary  most  violently. 
Dr.  Granville  states  the  deaths  to  have  been  about  7  per  cent,  of  the  prisoners  con- 
fined in  the  house: — while  that  disease  was  instrumental  in  carrying  off  about  30 
per  cent,  of  the  average  number  of  inmates  of  the  Bridgwater  Workhouse  ivt 
eight  months  ! 
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This  list  of  vicfiins,  awful  as  it  is,  only  indicates  a  part  of  the 
suffisring  inflicted.  Since  tlie  date  of  the  latest  death  recorded  above,  several 
of  the  old  cases  have  died  in  the  house,  and  the  ravages  of  the  disease  have 
been  partly  concealed,  by  iisciibiaj?  such  deaths  to  "debility  of  old  age"  &c. 
Some  died  after  having  left  the  house,  and  others  have,  in  the  words  of  Cuvier, 
used  on  a  similar  occasion,  "exchanged  an  active  disease  for  a  mortal  languor." 
Let  this  melancholy  calendar  be  conlra«led  with  the  statement  made  by  Lord 
John  Russell,  (in  his  «])eech  of  ihe  23rd  of  March  last)  on  the  abolition  of  the 
punishment  of  de^ib  in  certain  cases.  His  Lordship  congratulates  himself  and 
the  nation,  on  the  fact,  that  only  seventeen  persons  had  been  executed  in  all 
England  and  Wales,  during  the  year  1836.  Thus  the  number  of  executions 
for  murder,  )'ape,  incendiarism,  and  robbery;  for  all  the  awful  and  destructive 
crimes  that  ravage  society,  falls  far  short  of  the  deaths  occasioned  by  meal  and 
water,  and  a  jjoisonous  atmosphere  in  one  Workhouse;  under  the  dietary  and 
regulations  ol  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners.  Such  were  some  of  the  state- 
ments which  were  directed  by  these  Commissioners  to  be  enquired  into  by  the 
very  parties  who  had  willully  persisted  in  this  destructive  system  after  it  had 
been  demonstrated  that  there  was  "  Death  in  the  Pot." 

Bridgwater,  Januaiy  the  27th,  1838. 


LETTER  X. 

Master  Shallow,  choose  what  office  thou  wilt  in  the  land;  'tis  thine.  Be 
what  thou  wilt,  I  say!  'J'he  laws  of  England  are  at  my  commandment.  Happy  are 
they  which  have  been  my  friends  I 

Henry  Atli,  2nd  part. 

Although  we  lay  those  honors  on  these  men. 
To  ease  ourselves  of  divers  galling  loads, 
They  shall  but  bear  them  as  the  Ass  bears  gold; 
To  gioan  and  sweat  under  the  business, 
Either  led  or  driven,  as  we  point  the  way; 

Julius  C{Esar. 

They  '11  take  suggestions,  as  a  Cat  laps  milk  ; 
And  tell  the  Clock  to  any  business  that 
We  say  befits  the  hour. 

Tempest, 


Sir, — I  shall  now  endeavour  to  lay  before  you,  for  the  information  of  the 
people  of  England,  some  materials  for  forming  an  estimate  of  the  manner  in 
which  an  oflicial  entpiiry  was  conducted,  into  allegations  which  charged  the 
nntimelv  deatlis  of  many  unoifending  persons,  in  the  Bridgwater  Workhouse, 
on  the  Cruel  System  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  and  on  the  recklessness 
of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  who  continued  for  many  months  to  send  poor  help- 
less creatures  into  a  Workhouse,  where  an  infectious  and  fatal  disease  was 
raging. 

Previously  to  the  commencement  of  the  enquiry  it  was  buzzed  about,  that 
the  charges  made  against  the  Board  of  Guardians  "must  come  to  nothing," 
as  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  had  authority  to  make  whatever  Laws  they 
liked  for  the  management  and  feeding  of  the  Poor,  That  although  it  might  be 
irne  that  some  paupers  had  died  of  the  Gruel,  still  Mr.  Weale  would  be 
able  to  put  all  that  matter  right.  That  he  had  had  great  experience  in  managing 
evidence,  and  was  known  to  be  exceedingly  clever  in  such  operations.  That 
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private  niccliiigs  liad  been  held  of  the  little  knot  of  Master  Shallows  who  hud  oc- 
casioned all  this  desiniction  of  human  life  by  plotting  amongst  the  small  lentera 
who  had  been  elected  Guardians,  and  thus  obtaining  the  means  of  outvoting 
the  rest  of  the  Board;  that  this  little  knot  of  Gruelling  Dictators  had  declared  that 
they  were  secure  of  a  majority,  and  tiiat,  with  their  good  friend  Mr.  Weale's 
clever  management,  there  could  not  be  a  doubt  of  the  result.  Such  was  the 
chatter  of  the  day,  not  coming  in  any  auihentic  form,  but  dimly  shadowing 
out,  an  indistinct  notion  of  arbitrary  power  in  tlie  parties  im])licatec(,  and  au 
unijrincipled  determination  to  use  that  joower  in  r.oncealing  truth  and  frustrat- 
ing the  ends  of  justice. 

It  has  been  already  stated  that  Mi*.  Weale  took  some  depositions  in  secret, 
and  others  in  the  presence  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  who  declare,  in  the  ver- 
dict of  acijuittal  ])assed  on  themselves,  that  in  the  enquiry  "into  the  several 
allegations  of  cruelty  and  oppression,  charged  n])on  il  by  Mr.  John  Boweu," 
it,  (the  said  Board)  "  examhied  such  witnesses  as  il  Ihovght  necessary  !" 

The  wi messes  which  it,  and  Mr.  Weale,  did  ihink  necessary  to  examine  on 
the  alleged  destruction  of  human  life  by  J^iarrhoea,  were  Mr.  John  Evered 
Poole,  a  Surgeon,  who  acted  for  the  Medical  Aiteudant  during  his  illness  ; 
Mr.  Underdowii,  the  Clerk  of  the  Union,  and  Mr.  Gover,  the  Governor  of  the 
Workhouse.  There  were,  on  the  ]);inci]jle  of  throwing  out  a  tub  for  the 
Wiiale,  other  witJiessses  examined  at  considerable  length  on  some  allegations 
of  comjjaritively  trivial  imjjort  ;*  but  il  does  not  ajijjear,  either  on  the  minutes 
of  the  Board,  or  in  the  copies  of  depositions  furnished  to  the  Boaid  of  Guar- 
dians by  Mr.  Weale,  that  any  other  persons  were  examined  on  the  subject  of 
the  Diarrhoea  in  the  Bridgwater  Workhouse. 


Deposition  of  Mr.  John  Evered  Poole. 

John  Evered  Poole,  Surgeon,  of 
Bridgwater,  deposes  tbat,  he  acted  with 
Mr.  ivitiij;-,  the  Medical  Officer  for  the 
Bridgwater  District,  during  tl)e  greatei' 
portion  of  the  time  when  ludueozii  and 
Dian  boea  pi  availed.  Amongsi  the  io- 
males  at  thiU  lime  there  were  iTisoy 
diseased  persons,  and  during-  (be  preva- 
lence of  disease;  and  in  a  very  sick  I  v 
season,  be  considered  the  house  was 
too  thickly  inbbiiited,  and  to  this,  added 
to  the  dieiary  then  io  use,  be  attributes 
the  prevalence  of  .Diai'i  boea. 

On  the  2.51b  Oct.  18?.6,  Mr.  King- 
recommended  a  change  of  (iiet,  hy  a 
letter  to  the  Board  of  Guardians, 
and  on  the  1st  of  November,  deponent 
addi-essed  a  letter  to  the  Board,  express, 
ing'  his  satisfaction  at  the  change  of 
diet,  and  reported  that,  the  sick  were 
daily  improving,  and  were  then  sur- 
rounded with  every  necessary  comfort. 


Remarks. 


In  thus  attributing  the  "  prevalence 
of  Diarrhoea"  to  the  crowded  state  of 
tlie  liouse,  and  "  io  the  dietarv  then  in 
use,"  Mr.  Poole  establishes  the  whole 
case  against  i.he  Boaid  of  Guardians. 
Tills  gentleman,  be  it  remembered,  is 
their  own  witness,  and  one  of  their 
Medical  Attendants. 


In  this  letter  Mr.  King  states,  that 
the  giuel  produced  Diarrhnea,  and  that 
be  bad  sf)  stated  io  llie  Visiting  Com- 
mittee. He  was  informed  that  be  could 
order  what  be  pleased  for  the  sick,  but 
that  no  alteration  could  be  permitted  in 
the  dietary  of  tbo--e  who  wej  e  not  on 
the  sick  list.    See  pages  26  and  29. 


I  have  refrained  from  examining  the  evidence  brought  up  on  these  minor 
allegations,  lest  by  so  doing,  attention  should  be  diverted  from  the  more  importwit 
Wiatter,  but  I  am  prepared  for  again  going  into  them  on  a  fitting  occasion 
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Deponent  further  states  that,  after 
{this  period,  he  never  made  any  coininii- 
Bication  to  the  Board  on  the  subject  of 
vthe  dietary;  if  any  thing- in  particular 
.occurred  to  deponent,  he  mentioned  it 
to  the  Visiting-  Committee,  but  he  cer- 
tainly never  made  any  communication 
,tp  the  Board. 

Deponent  further  states  that  h.e  does 
not  think  gruel,  in  the  proportion  as 
directed  by  the  diet  table,  to  be  pro- 
.duclive  of  disease  in  healthy  persons. 

(Signed)    JOHN  EVERED  POOLE. 

Taken  on  oath,  at  Bridgwater,  17th 
August,  1837,       By  me, 

(Signed)    ROBERT  WE  ALE, 
Assistant  Poor  Law  Commisioner. 


lilinut,e  Book. 

Bridgwater  Union, 

Friday,  August  4th,  1837. 

Mr.  Poole,  Surgeon,  was  sent  for, 
^who  appeared  before  the  Board  and  de- 
posed as  follows:  tliat  be  had,  on  several 
pccasions  in  the  last  year,  attended  on 
^he  poor  in  the  Workhouse,  for  Mr. 
Abraham  King,  who  was  then  Medical 
.Officer  of  that  Establishment,  that  he 
attributed  the  sickness  that  prevailed  in 
the  house,  to  the  dietary  that  was  then 
-used,  but  that  he  did  not  make  any 
.statement  in  writing  to  the  Boai-d  to 
,that  effect,  but  that  he  had  sfated  his 
opinion  to  the  Visiting  Committee,  that 
he  considered  himself  at  liberty  to  order 
different  diet  for  the  sick. 

He  further  stated  that,  during  the 
time  sickness  prevailed  in  the  house,  it 
Xvas  also  very  prevalent  out  of  the  house, 
and  that  children  fj-equently  died  of 
jthe  Measles. 

Mr.  Robert  Underdoivn,  Clerk  of  the 
Bridgwater  Board  of  Quardians, 

Deposes  that  he  was  Assistant^Over- 
;3eer  for  the  Parish  of  Bridgwatej-  for  8 
years  apd  upwards,  previous  to  the  for- 
mation of  the  Union,  during  the  whole 
,ot  which  time  he  was  also  (iovernor  of 
the  Workhouse,  that  the  average  num- 
ber of  inmates  -was  78,  and  tliat  the 
largest  number  of  pa.uper  inmates  was 
103,  and  that  at  the  formation  of  the 
Union,  the  Building  Committee  report- 
ed that  it  would  contain  140.  During 
ih,e  period  that  deponent  ,was  Goj  ernor 


The  Board  cannot  succeed  in  setting 
up  the  plea  of  ignorance.  They  wore 
kept  in  full  knowledge  of  the  ravages  of 
the  disease,  by  the  Medical  Weekly 
Return,  the  Death  Book,  the  Visitor's 
Book,  and  by  the  representations  of 
individual  Members  of  the  Visiting 
Committee. 

Mr.  Poole  reconciles  this  opinion 
with  his  former  and  subsequent  positive 
declarations,  by  stating  that  there  were 
no  lieallhy  persons  in  the  Workhouse, 
and  consequently,  his  opinion,  given  on 
an  assumed  case,  was  not  applicable  to 
the  inmates  of  <7ia<  house,  among  whom, 
thei-e  were  seldom  moi  e  than  one  man 
and  five  women  said  to  be  able  bodied, 
and  these  wei  e  feeble,  weakly,  dispirited 
persons,  peculiarly  susceptible  of  disease. 


Here  Mr.  Poole  again  distinctly  at- 
tributes "  the  sickness  that  prevailed  in 
the  house  to  the  dietary  that  was  then 
used." 


The  poor  children  who  are  entered 
as  having  the  Measles  when  they  died, 
had  been  "washed  out"  by  Diarrhoea 
(I  use  the  words  of  the  Medical  men) 
these  innocent  victims  of  rapacity  were 
'•all  but  gone,"  when,  by  a  merciful 
dispensation.  Measles  put  an  end  to 
their  suffering.  See  Mr.  King's  letter, 
page  26. 


The  question  which  has  been  raised  is 
not  as  to  the  number  of  persons  which  it 
may  be  possible  to  cram  into  this  house; 
but  whether  it  is  not  a  criminal  exposure 
of  human  life,  to  send  a)iij  helpless  per- 
sons into  ahouse,in  every  part  of  which, 
a  deadly  pestilence  is  known  to  be 
raging  ?  '  The  yearly  deaths  on  the 
old  system  vvei-e  about  niue,  on  Mr. 
Undei-down's  declared  average  of  78  in- 
mates; while,  under  the  regulations  of 
the  Poor  Law  Conmiissioners,  and  the 
management  of  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians, out  of  an  avenijge  of  94  inmates, 
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of  the  Workhouse,  various  diseases 
euch  as  Small  Pox,  Measles,  and  occa- 
sional Diarrhoea,  prevailed,  but  the 
Surgeons  never  reported  that  the  house 
was  too  full  or  crowded. 

Here  follows  some  matter  not  con- 
nected with  the  charge  under  consider- 
ation. 

Deponent  further  states  that  on  the 
Board  of  Guardians  passing;  a  resolution 
ibr  an  amended  dielary,  he  forwarded 
the  same  to  the  Poor  Law  Commission- 
ers, and  before  the  expiiation  of  a  week 
he  received  the  amended  dietary  from 
them  confii-med  and  sealed. 

Further  deposes  that  he  has  examined 
the  Minute  Book,  and  that  he  has  not 
found  any  motion  subu)itted  to  the 
Board  by  Mr.  Bowen,  on  any  of  the 
subjects  alluded  to  in  his  Pamphlet,  nor 
did  that  gentleman  ever,  to  the  depo- 
nent's knowledge  or  belief,  submit  any 
proposal  or  motion  whate\er,  on  the 
subject  of  the  dietary,  the  want  of  ser- 
vants or  nurses,  or  of  illness  of  the 
inmates  of  the  ^Voikhouses,  from  the 
pei  iod  of  his  being'  elected  a  Guardian 
in  March  last,  to  the  appearance  of  his 
Pamphlet  in  Bridgwater. 

(Signed)    ROB,  UNDERDOWN. 

Taken  on  oath,  at  Bridgwater,  the 
l8th  day  of  August,  1837,  Byrne, 

(Signed)     ROBERT  WEALE, 
Assistant  Poor  Law  Commissioner. 

•    The  frightful  amount  of  deaths  in 
properly  estimated  by  comparison.  I'o 
the  following  rate  of  mortality  has  been 
documents. 


FORTY  TWO  persons  died  between  .T-ily 
the  L5th  ItiM,  and  July  the  28th 
1837.'  And  this  almost  unparalleled 
destruction  of  human  life  is  attempted 
by  a  public  functionary,  to  be  slurred 
over  by  enquii  ing  whether  the  Poor  were 
not"occasionally"diseased  under  the  old 
system ;  and  whether  the  Surgeon  then 
reported  that  the  house  was  too  full  I ! ! 

This  was  eiglit  months  after  the  house 
had  been  ravaged  by  a  disease  ascribed 
by  theMedical  Attendants  to  the  dietary 
established  by  these  Commissioners. 

It  is  true  that  I  never  was  the  actual 
propose^'  of  any  resolution  at  the  Board; 
hut  from  the  .'ii.-t  of  March,  the  day  <in 
which  T  was  informed  of  having  been 
appointed  a  Guardian,  to  the  '2lst  of 
April,  when  the  g^ruel  system  was  ex- 
ploded, I  laboured  unremittingly,  at  the 
Board,  in  the  Visiting  Committee,  and 
with  some  able  and  influential  Guardi- 
ans out  of  doors,  to  banish  the  deadly 
gruel  from  the  House,  and  to  effect  that 
improvement  in  the  diet,  which  was  pi'o- 
posed  by  the  Rev.  Noblett  Ruddock,  as 
Visitor  of  the  day,  on  the  14ili  of  April, 
and  rejected,  and  which  was  followed 
up  on  the  2lst  of  April  and  carried. 
Thus  in  the  short  space  of  three  weeks 
a  destructive  system  was  put  an  end  to 
which  had  triumphed  over  all  opposition 
for  eight  months.  See  note  to  page  28, 
and  pages  29,  31,  kc. 

the  Bridgwater  Workhouse,  can  only  be 
assist  the  reader  in  forming  this  estimate, 
calculated,  from  data  supplied  by  public 


Persons. 

Deaths. 

Kate 
^  Cent. 

p,eturns  of  the  General  Military  Hospital  Fort,  Pitt, 

20,720 

899 

4  .  3 

6o,523 

2,523 

3  .  8 

House  of  Correction.    Sick  Frisoners  on  an  average  of 

660 

23 

3  .  4 

Pi  isoiiers  in  the  Hulks,  daily  average  of  2  years,     . .    . . 

2,800 

65 

2  .  3 

2  .  I 

Deaths  in  the  British  Navy,  iu  the  latter  years  of  the  late 

2  .  5 

Bridgwater  VVorkhodse,  average  number  of  inmates, 

94 

39 

41 .4 

Whoever  contemplates  this  almost  unparalleled  destruction  of  human  life  in  the 
Bridgwater  Union,  will  be  prepared  for  the  fact  that,  in  an  official  statement  of  the 
savings  in  six  Unions  in  West  Somerset,  under  the  new  system,  the  Bridgwater 
Union  is  distinguished  by  taking  the  lead.  It  is  asserted  to  have  saved  last  vear  no 
less  than  £4,712.  7s.  Id.,  or  35,  20      cent,  on  the  previous  three  years'  average ! 
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James   Govcr,    Governor  of  the 
Bridyivater  fForkhouse, 

This  witness,  after  deposin};-  at  some 
length  to  matters  not  connected  with 
this  part  of  the  enquiiy, 

States  that  he  was  attacked  with  Diar- 
rhoea five  several  times  during  the 
months  of  February  and  March  last, 
although  he  did  not  confine  himself 
to  the  gruel  diet. 

Deponent  further  states  that  the  gruel 
•  upplied  was  very  good  in  quality. 

(Signed)     JAMES  COVER. 

Taken  on  oath,  at  B)'idgwatei',  the 
17th  day  of  August,  1837,    Bv  me, 
(Signed)     ROBER'J^  WEALE, 
Assistant  Poor  Law  Commissioner. 


Minute  Book. 

August  the  4th,  1837. 

Mr.  James  Cover  stated  that  he  had 
been  very  ill  himself,  but  did  not  believe 
that  it  was  occasioned  by  partaking  of 
the  gruel. 


It  does  not  appear  from  these  official 
documents,  that  they  ventured  to  ask 
their  own  Master  of  the  Woikhouse, 
one  single  question,  on  the  apparent 
cause,  the  extent,  the  progress,  or  the 
consequences  of  that  destructive  disease 
which  carried  off  so  n)any  of  tbe  help- 
less inmates  of  the  house  !  The  poor 
victims  are  not  even  alluded  to  ! 

Neither  do  they  appear,  o?i  the  face  of 
their  own  dociim.ctHs,  to  have  enquiied 
Ihe  cause  to  which  this  previously  heal- 
tliy  and  powei  ful  man's  five  attacks  of 
Dianhoea  were  ascribed.  But  they 
insult  him  and  tbe  common  sense  of 
mankind  by  asking  wbether  these  at- 
tacks wei  e  occasioned  by  bis  fHirtaking 
of  ihe  gruel ;  wben  it  had  been  express- 
ly declared  that  an  infeclious  disease 
pervaded  tbe  house,  and  thai  the  Gover- 
nor had  been  repeatedly  attacked,  while 
aiding  the  poor  sufferers  in  their  rack- 
ing necessities. 


Such  was  the  evidence,  which  it  was  "thought  necessary"  to  call,  and  on 
which  the  Board  of  Guardians  magnanimoufily  pronounced  itself  to  be  not 
guilty  !  After  having  cautious!}'  threaded  n  uipze  of  perplexing  and  harrowing 
detail,  I  am  now  arrived  at  I  bat  jiart  of  this  distressing  suhject  wliicb  is  of 
paramoimt  irajiortance  to  my  humble  fellou  subjects.  It, is  froui  Lhis])oint,  that 
1  would  most  earnestly  solicit  you,  Sir,  as  a  ])iiblic.  cetisor  exeicisiug  vast  influ- 
ence, on  the  public  mind,  to  take  a  retrospective  view  ;  and  after  looking  back 
with  a  calm,  but  seavcliiug,  scrutiny  into  tbe  charges  urged,  and  the  docutnents 
cited  in  their  su])pon:,  I  would  ask  you  again  to  read  over  the  evideace  wbich 
the  accused  parties  brougbt  .'brwaid  to  exculpaie  themselves.  T  would  ask  you 
to  consider  that  this  most  injuriou><  and  insulting  mockery  was  conducted  by  a 
man,  eating  the  bread  of  the  people,  and  s])ecially  directed  to  institute  an  en- 
quiry into  allegations  which  chargedj  the  untimely  denths  of  many  persons  on 
the  dietary  of  tbe  Poor  Law  Cointnissioners;  and  iiii  iher  cbarged,  tbal.  while 
the  fostid  exhalations  from  the  immediate  sufierers  infected  the  wbole  house; 
the  Board  of  Guardians  wiliully  ])ersi-^ted  in  sending  in  other  poor  lieljdess 
]3ersons  from  the  villages  ol  tbe  Union  ;  who  were,  in  ibeir  turns,  either  inlect- 
c-d  by,  or  gruelled  into,  Diai  rho?a.  j^tidliow  have  these  charges  been  met, 
Sir  ?  Not  by  examining  Mr.  K  ing,  tlic  Medical  Attendant  of  tbe  Wo.  khouse, 
•who  informed  the  Board,  by  letter,  that  tbe  gi  uol  occasioned  Dianhoea; — not 
by  examining  that  excellent  member  of  tbe  Visiting  Committee,  to  whose 
persevering  exertions  Mr.  King  l)ears  testimony,  in  bis  letter  to  the  Board ; — . 
not  by  examining  the  Matron,  who  was  hotirlj'  amongst  the  suflierers,  whose 
family  were  attacked,  and  who  was  herself  almost  worn  to  a  skeleton  ; — not  by 
examining  any  of  the  lew  surviving  Sufferers,  or  of  the  poor  creatures,  who 
attended  on  the  crowds  of  dying ; — not  by  exantining  any  of  these,  but,  by 
calling  the  gentleman  who  officiated  for  Mr.  King  during  his  attacks,  their 
own  Clerk  of  the  Union,  and  their  Governor  of  the  Workhouse. 
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I,et  me  not  be  misnnderstoocT ;  there  can  he  no  exception  talien  to  llie 
general  cluuacters  of  die  witnesses  so  called  ;  and  J  lake  none  to  their 
evidence.  They  coidd  only  answer  lo  siiuh  questions  as  were  put  to  llieni,  by 
the  nianaj^crs  of  the  en(]iii)T  ;  and  lliese  qneslions  were  artfully  contrived  for 
concealing,  rather  than  lor  eliciting  L!)e  truth. 

On  Mr.  J^oole's  evidence  it  is  unnecessary  to  ma1^e  any  further  remarks 
than,  that  he  attrihuies  the  Diarrhoea  io  Ihe  Jielary  in  use.  They  do  not 
ajipear  to  have  asked  dim  any  questions  respecting  the  extent  of  the  suffering, 
or  ihe  number  oi  fresh  inmates  sent  in  ;  on  these  points  he  is  therefore  silent, 
but  his  evidence  is  conclusive  against  the  Board  as  far  as  it  goes. 

To  their  next  evidence,  the  Clerk  of  the  Union,  they  do  not  put  a  single 
qne-tion  (//rec//?/ hearing  on  the  principal  allegations  to  be  enquired  into.  The 
iatal  Diarrhoea,  tlie  extent  of  its  ravages,  and  the  fresli  victims  with  which  it 
was  supplied,  were  all  lahbooed  subjects  ;  concealed,  as  C'annibals  are  said  to 
conceal  their  initiatory  rites  from  those  who  will  not  participate  in  the  abomi- 
nation of  their  feast. 

The  evidence  of  their  other  witness,  the  Master  of  the  Workhouse,  is,  as 
reported,  of  a  still  more  extraordinary  character.  He  w-as  in  (diarge  of  the 
"Workhouse,  dnring  the  whole  time  the  disease  raged  there,  and  was  b'-ought  up 
for  the  avowed  purpose  of  being  examined  on  alle£,ations,  connected  with  that 
di.sease,  and  the  deaths  ascribed  to  it.  Still  the  enquirers  into  these  allegations, 
specially  called  to  that  duty  by  the  Poor  Law  (Commissioners,  do  not  appear 
to  have  asked  this  comjietent  witness  one  question  on  the  subject  ! 

But,  Sir,  although  no  such  matter  appears  on  the  record,  Mr.  Gover  asserts 
that  when  he  was  examined  on  oath,  by  Mr.  AA'eale,  in  the  Clerk's  Office,  and 
afterwards  at  the  Board  of  Guardians,  he  distinctly  stated,  that  there  was  no  doubt 
of  ihe  Diarrhoea  having  been  occasioned  by  the  gruel;  that  the  house  w^as  so  far 
infected,  that  no  nui'ses  or  servants  could  be  hired  lo  attend  the  sick  and  dying 
at  any  rate ;  and  that  he  was  consequently  obliged  to  do  so  himself,  and  that 
in  the  performance  of  that  duty  he  caught  the  Diarrhoea  five  times.  Now,  Sir, 
if  Mr.  Gover  did  state  this,  not  one  word  of  which  appears  on  the  record;  then 
has  this  Assistant-Commissioner  garbled  evidence  given  on  oath,  and  withheld 
statements,  to  an  extent  of  which,  there  are,  fortunately  for  mankind,  but  few 
examples. 

But,  suppose  Gover  has  wrongfully  made  the  above  statements ;  suppose 
he  laboured  under  some  hallucination,  that  he  was  never  asked,  and  did  not 
state,  anything  to  the  above  effect,  suppose  all  this ;  and  wdiat  follows  ?  Why, 
that  a  Public  Functionary,  holding  a  confidential  and  lucrative  appointment, 
specially  directed  by  his  Superiors  to  institute  an  enquiry  into  certain  allega- 
tions, betrayed  the  trust  reposed  in  him,  by  not  asking  one  question  on  the 
principal  subject  which  he  was  specially  delegated  to  enquire  into.  Whether 
he  thus  evaded  the  whole  question,  involving  the  alleged  untimely  deaths  of 
more  tban  30  helpless  creatures,  or  whether  he  withheld  the  evidence,  an 
indignant  public  must  determine.  In  either  case  he  is  utterly  unfit  to  be  con- 
tinued in  any  office  of  trust,  especiall}'  in  one  where  the  lives  of  hundreds  of 
our  suffering  fellow  creatures,  may  be  left  to  his  management. 

There  was  a  time  when  such  a  stream  of  innocent  blood  would  not  have  been 
permitted  to  sink  into  the  earth  unnoticed ; — when  such  a  dereliction  of  duty 
in  a  public  functionary  would  have  been  denounced  in  thunders  in  the  British 
Parliament; — when  a  system  under  which  such  enormities  cotdd  be  perpetrated 
and  defended,  would  be  indignantly  proscribed  as  an  outrage  on  eternal  justice. 
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ami  incompatible  with  the  spirit  of  a  free  People,  whose  lives  are  said  to  he  as 
cfpially  sacred  in  the  eye  of  the  I^aw  as  they  are  in  the  eye  of  their  Creator. 

Bridgwater,  February  the  5th,  1838. 


LETTER  XI. 

I  can  compare  our  hard  misers  to  nothing:  so  fitly,  as  to  a  Whale;  'a  plays 
and  tumbles,  driving'  the  poor  fry  before  him,  and  at  last  devours  them  all  at  a 
mouthful.  Such  Whales  have  1  heard  on  a'  the  land,  who  never  leave  {japing  till 
they've  swallowed  the  whole  parish,  church,  steeple,  bells  and  all. — Pericles. 

 Show  charity  to  none ; 

But  let  the  famished  flesh  slide  from  the  bone, 

Ere  thou  reliev'st  the  beggar ;  give  to  dogs 

What  thou  deny'st  to  men  ;  let  prisons  swallow  them, 

And  diseases  lick  up  their  bloods  !  Timon  of  Athens. 


Sir, — In  establishing  against  the  FamiUars  of  the  New  Poor  Law, 
and  their  tools  at  the  Board,  of  this  Union,  a  series  of  enormities  for 
which  we  shall  in  vain  look  for  a  parallel  in  any  Christian  Country,  I  have  hith- 
erto confined  myself  as  closely  as  possible,  to  the  records  of  the  Board,  to  the 
testimony  of  their  own  servants,  and  to  the  evidence  %vhich  that  Boai'd  brouglit 
forward  in  its  own  exculpation.  As  that  evidence  not  only  fully  establishes 
the  enormities  charged,  but  fixes  on  the  managers  of  that  enquiry,  the 
commission  of  an  odious  fraud,  I  could  be  well  content  to  rest  the  whole 
case  which  I  have  brought  forward,  on  their  own  evidence  as  recorded 
hy  themselves ;  but  this  being  a  question  in  which  the  lives  of  thousands  of 
my  humble  brethren  are  hourly  involved,  I  do  not  feel  justified  in  withholding 
from  the  public,  the  testimony  of  an  unimpeachable  eye  witness,  and  of  such 
further  remarks  as  the  enormities  charged  may  appear  to  require. 

In  the  letter  of  the  Medical  Attendant,  to  the  Board  of  Guardians,  informing 
them  that  the  gruel  produced  Diarrhoea,*  that  gentleman  expresses  his  obliga- 
tions to  Mr.  Baker,  a  member  of  the  Visiting  Committee,  for  his  kindness  and 
attention  at  the  Workhouse.  From  this  circumstance,  and  from  a  long  and 
intimate  knowledge  of  the  discretion  and  perseverance  evinced  by  my  excellent 
friend  in  the  cause  of  suffering  humanity,  I  solicited  him  to  favor  me,  at  his 
convenience,  with  his  recollections  of  the  circumstances  conn  ected  with  the 
Diarrhoea  in  the  Bridgwater  Workhouse.  The  following  is  the  result  of  my 
application. 

My  dear  Bowen, 

To  enable  me  the  better  to  reply  to  your  enquiries  respecting  my  recollection 
of  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  state  of  the  Poor  in  the  Bridgwater 
Workhouse  during  the  time  I  was  a  Member  of  the  Visiting.Committee,  I  have 
referred  to  a  rough  statement  which  I  drew  up  for  another  purpose.  It  happened 
that  I  was  more  acquainted  with  the  condition  and  treatment  of  the  inmates  of  the 
Workhouse,  during  the  greater  part  of  the  parochial  year  1836  and  1837,  than  any 
other  Guardian ;  for  notwithstanding,  several  of  the  Committee  attended  often,  as 
may  be  seen  by  their  weekly  reports;  yet,  as  I  lived  much  nearer  the'  house  than 
any  other  member  of  the  Board,  the  Medical  Otficer  and  the  Governor  generally 
applied  to  me  as  circumstances  occurred  that  required  the  advice  or  support  of  one 
of  the  Committee. 

I  find  that  in  August,  1836,  oatmeal  gruel  was  strictly  used  instead  of  milk. 
Soon  after  the  inmates  became  very  ill,  many  were  afflicted  with  Diarrhoea,  and 
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the  Medical  Officer  informed  me  that  he  believed  tlio  oatmeal  g-ruel  occasioned 
the  complaint.  Application  was  made  to  the  Board  for  permission  to  alter  the 
diet,  hut  it  was  objected  to  on  tiie  g^round  that  the  order  was  imperative,  not  to  de- 
part from  the  diet  table  fixed  on,  except  for  the  sick.  Tlie  Board  desired  me  to 
inform  the  Medical  Ollicer  that  they  wisiicd  every  necessary  comfort  to  be  granted 
to  the  sick,  but  declared  that  they  could  not  make  any  alteration  in  the  dieiary  for 
those  who  were  not  actually  on  the  sick  list. 

The  house  was  considered  infectious  for  a  long;'  time,  and  I  believe  rone  of  the 
Guardians  visited  the  sick  wards  for  two  or  three  months.  The  Medical  Officer 
assured  me  that  he  had  several  times  caught  the  Diarrhoea  in  the  performance  of 
his  duty  there.  He  advised  me  not  to  go  in  the  bedrooms,  and  also  advised  the 
Governor  and  Matron  to  go  into  them  as  seldom  as  possible.  Still  with  every  pre- 
caution the  Governor's  children  were  attacked  with  Diarrhnea ;  and  he  himself  was 
so  far  reduced  by  repeated  attacks,  that  he  was  allowed  leave  of  absence  to  go  from 
Bridgwater  for  some  time,  for  the  purpose  of  changing  the  air.  Repeated  attempts 
were  made  to  hire  nurses  and  workwomen,  without  success,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  the  dangerous  state  of  the  house  deterred  persons  from  undertaking  those  em- 
ployments. Tiie  number  of  deaths  which  occurred,  and  the  genei  ally  unhealthy 
state  of  the  inmates,  were  so  alai'ming  that  1  was  induced  to  apply  to  the  Clerk  of 
the  Board  for  information  on  the  usual  mortality  of  the  house  during  the  many 
years  that  he  had  the  care  of  it  as  Assis^tant  Overseer.  This  information  I  obtained, 
and  took  it  to  the  Board,  and,  with  the  Death  Book  in  my  hand,  contiasted  the  few 
deaths  under  the  old  system,  with  the  awful  number  recorded  in  the  obituarv  of 
the  Board.  I  implored  the  Guardians  not  to  send  any  more  paupers  into  the  house 
while  so  dangerous  a  disease  prevailed  there.  But  to  no  pui  pose.'  The  reply 
given,  was,  that  the  Law  must  be  carried  into  effect  as  far  as  possible :  and  that  the 
house  would  hold  still  more,  according  to  the  report  made  of  it,  when  taken  for 
the  Union.  1  was  so  strongly  impressed  with  the  danger  of  receiving  fresh  in- 
mates, that  I  prevailed  on  some  who  were  ordered  in  tiie  Workhouse,  to  keep  out 
for  a  little  while,  and  gave  them  money  to  support  them  until  the  next  Board  day. 

About  the  middle  of  December  seven  or  eight  children  were  removed  to  the 
Petherton  Workhouse,  in  consequence  of  the  crowded  and  diseased  state  of 
the  Bridgwater  house :  while  on  the  same  day,  a  man,  his  wife,  and  five  children 
came  into  the  house  already  so  crowded,  bv  order  of  tlie  Board.  There  was  not 
one  bed  unoccupied  at  the  time,  every  bed  and  bedstead  that  could  be  spared  having 
been  sent  to  Petherton  with  the  children.  On  that  occasion  I  attended  the  Matron 
at  eight  o'clock  at  night.  She  wished  me  to  provide  for  this  family  out  of  the 
house  for  a  few  days  at  least.  This  I  endeavoured  to  do  but  could  not  immediately 
succeed,  and  accommodation  was  made  for  a  part  of  them  by  removing  the  body  of 
a  female  pauper  from  the  bed  on  which  she  had  just  expired. 

On  the  first  Board  day  after  this  occurrence,  I  entered  in  the  Visitors'  Book,  in 
an  unusual  manner, the  admission  of  this  tamily,iu  order  that  theBoard  might  know, 
that  that  which  had  been  attempted  to  be  effected  by  the  removal  of  the  children 
to  Petherton,  had  been  entirely  counteracted  by  this  large  family  having  been  sent 
into  the  house. 

•  Here  is  a  Member  of  the  Visiting  Committee  with  the  Death  Book  in  his 
hand,  urging  a  consideration  of  the  awful  destruction  of  human  life  on  the  Board  ; 
and  "imploring  it  not  to  send  any  more  persons  into  the  house  while  so  dangerous 
a  disease  prevailed  there.  But  to  no  jmrpose."  Surely  the  guilt  of  sending  help- 
less persons  to  a  place  where  they  must  take  poisonous  vapours  into  their  lungs, 
cannot  be  less  than  that  of  consigning  them  to  a  place  where  they  must  take 
poisonous  substances  into  their  stomach.  In  both  cases  the  sufferer  is  exposed  to 
the  chance  of  being  brought  to  an  untimely  death  :  and  that  chance,  in  the  former 
case,  is  in  proportion  to  the  crowded  state  of  the  apartment.  Dr.  Haygarth,  in  his 
observations  on  infectious  fevers,  states  that,  in  close  crowded  rooms,  about  26 
persons  out  of  27  are  liable  to  be  infected  by  some  contagious  poisons,  while  the 
Same  poisons  are  comparatively  inert  in  apartments  not  crowded. 
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I  would  further  remark  that  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  tea  and  sugar  were 
praiited  to  the  females  who  attended  the  sick,  or  assisted  in  doing  the  work  of  the 
house,  as  neither  nurses  nor  servants  were  hired  for  these  duties.  In  a  short 
time  this  indulgence  was  ohjected  to,  as  being  contrary  to  the  rules  of  the  Poor 
Law  Commissioners.  When  the  inmates  became  very  unhealthy,  and  nursing  the 
sick  became  most  laborious  and  offensive,  the  Governor  was  again  requested  by 
some  of  the  Visiting  Committee  to  grant  tea  and  sugar  as  before,  to  those  women 
who  most  required  it;  but  this  departure  from  the  rules  was  again  objected  to,  and 
the  Committee  held  a  Meeting  on  the  subject,  at  which  I  was  present.  1  expressed 
my  feeling  of  the  hardship  and  difficulty  of  going  on  in  strict  conformity  with  the 
rules  laid  down  for  us,  while  the  house  was  in  such  a  state  of  disease,  and  implored 
the  Members  of  the  Committee  to  sanction  this  departure  from  them.*  'J'here  was 
great  objection  made  to  my  request, but  the  Meeting  broke  up  without  making  any 
report  or  coming  to  any  resolution,  and  therefore  the  Governor  went  on  granting 
the  indulgence  occasionally,  at  the  request  of  those  Members  of  the  Committee 
who  were  most  frequently  at  the  house. 

I  have  thus  generally  stated  my  recollections,  of  which  you  are  at  liberty  to  niake 
what  use  you  please.  When  the  enquiry  was  held  on  your  former  statements,  I 
was  informed  that  my  evidence  would  be  required  by  the  Board  ;  but  after  having 
expressed  my  willingness  to  attend,  and  keeping  myself  in  readiness  for  two  days, 
they  did  not  call  me.  Earnestly  hoping  that  your  laborious  exertions  in  this  most 
important  cause  may  be  productive  of  all  the  benefit  to  society  that  you  contemplate, 

I  remain,  my  dear  Bowen, 
Bridgwater,  Ever  truly,  your's, 

January  the  19th,  1838.  WILLIAM  BAKER. 

Here  we  have  the  direct  evidence  of  an  eye  witness  to  facts  which  have  been 
already  deposed  to,  and  to  some  olliers  of  a  liorrible  nature.  It  should  be 
specially  veinenibured  that  the  foregoing  is  the  statement  of  a  Member  of  the 
Visiting  Committee,  who  held  on  at  tlie  "Workhouse^  with  a  desperate  ])erse- 
verance,  when  the  little  knot  who,  M'ith  the  aid  of  their  underlings,  persisted  in 
keeping  up  the  deadly  disease,  shrunk  hack  from  the  infection.  -The  Surgeon 
was  infected;  the  Governor's  family  were  infected  ;  the  Governor  was  infected 
several  thnes,  and  at  length  obtained  leave  of  absence.  Neither  nurses  nor 
servants  could  be  prevailed  on  to  enter  the  pestilential  den,  still  these  Guar- 
dians of  the  Poor,  who  duvst  not  go  round  the  house  themselves,  sent  127 

•  I  dare  not  even  allude  in  detail  to  the  laborious  and  offensive  duties  these 
harassed  victims  had  to  perform  for  their  perishing  fellow  creatures,  until 
infected  and  worn  out,  they  became,  in  turn,  objects  for  the  care  of  others,  who 
were  speedily,  in  their  turns,  to  increase  the  snvivgs  of  the  Union,  by  their 
untimely  deaths.  The  rules  which  prescribed  a  scanty  diet  and  denied  a  sup 
of  small  beer,  or  an  atom  of  tea,  to  poor  fainting  creatures,  under  such  terrific 
circumstances,  were  even  fortified  by  a  special  mandate. 

"  To  the  Clerk  of  the  Taimton  Union, 

SiR^—T  am  directed  by  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  for  England  and  Wales  to 
request  that  you  will  call  the  attention  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  the  practice 
of  increasing  the  allowance  of  food  to  paupers  employed  in  the  domestic  and  house- 
hold work  of  Union  Workhouses,  with  a  view  of  its  discontinuance  if  it  exists  in 
the  Taunton  Union,  8ic.  &c.  &c.  Signed,  by  Order  of  the  Board, 

E.  CHADWICK,  Secretary." 

Mr.  Baker  has  not  been  proceeded  against  for  disobeying  the  Laws  of  this  new 
Estate  of  the  Realm,  but  there  cannot  be  the  smallest  doubt  of  his  having  subjected 
himself  to  the  penalties  of  fine  and  imprisonment,  with  or  without  hard  labour,  as 
awarded  in  the  98th  clause  of  the  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act,  against  person 
who  shall  wilfully  neglect  or  disobey  any  of  the  Rules,  Orders,  or  Regulations  of 
the  said  Commissioners  or  Assistant-ConiniiBsioners,"  &c. 
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liel])less  persons,  in  ivhose  death  they  had  a  pecuniary  interest,  into  that,  and 
tlic  Pellieiton  house,  helween  the  2yth  of  Si^ptember  1S3(!,  and  llie  25lh  of 
March  1837,*  during  which  tune  no  less  than  31  persons  died,  according  to 
their  own  statements :  and  I  again  repeat.  Sir,  that  they  had  a  pecuniary 
interest,  in  the  death  of  every  one  of  tliese  victims.  Every  death  coutrihuted 
its  quota  to  the  savings  of  £4,712.  7s.  Id. 

What  language  cau  he  apjilied  to  this  wilful  perseverance  in  a  system  so 
destructive  of  human  life?  'I'here  cannot  he  a  rpuistioi  hut  that  a  crime  of  the 
highest  magnitude  has  been  committed,  although  it  may  be  dilBcult,  under  the 
jirovisions  ol  the  New  Poor  Law,  to  give  that  crime  a  strictly  legal  designation. 
The  moral  guilt  of  murder  has  been  decidedly  incun-ed,  but  not  the  legal.  It 
may  not  even  be  manslaughter,  in  the  eye  of  the  Law,  to  subject  the  helpless  poor 
to  poisonous  effluvia,  and  to  diet  them  to  the  death,  provided  it  be  done  hi  obe- 
dience to  the  Somerset  House  Regulations,  which  are  declared  to  be  as  valid 
and  binding  as  the  Laws  of  this  Ueahn.  Without  the  authority  of  these  Regu- 
lations it  would,  indeed,  be  a  very  different  matter.  It  was  only  in  September 
hxst.  that  a  man  was  charged,  before  the  Central  Criminal  Court,  with  having 
caused  the  death  of  his  apprentice ;  by  unwholesome  and  insufEcient  diet,  and 
"  by  allowing  the  deceased  to  languish  in  sickness,  in  a  certain  fihhy  and 
vnwholesome  room,  without  providing  him  with  proper  attendance  and  nou- 
rishment, he  being  at  the  same  time  sick  and  diseased  in  body."  The  prisoner 
pleaded  his  want  of  means  ;  but  the  jury,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Justice 
Patteson,  as  to  the  law  of  the  case,  found  him  "guilty  of  manslaughter," 
on  the  first  count  of  the  indictment,  and  he  was  sentenced  to  twelve  months 
imprisonment.  Can  there  be  tlie  suiallest  doubt  that  a  crowd  of  persons  have 
been  brought  to  an  untimely  death  in  the  Bridgwater  Workhouse,  by  "unwhole- 
some rooms,"  poisonous  effluvia,  and  bad  diet  ?  But  on  whom  is  the  crime 
to  be  charged  ?  Not  on  the  Surgeon  who,  in  the  zealous  performance  of  his 
duty,  subjected  himself  to  repeated  attacks  of  the  prevailing  disease  ; — not  on 
the  Governor  who  in  attending  on  his  perishing  fellow  creatures,  was  seized 
five  times  and  dangerously  reduced  himself; — not  on  the  Overseers,  Avho  have 
no  kind  of  authority  in  the  Workhouse; — not  on  the  Board  of  Guardians  in 
their  collective  capacity ;  a  considerable  number  of  them  being  individually 
opposed  to  the  perpetration  of  the  crime.  Thus  while  the  master  of  a  parish 
apprentice  is  convicted  of  manslaughter  for  bringing  a  single  individual,  of 
whom  he  has  charge,  to  an  untimely  death  by  "  bad  did  and  unwholesome 
rooms,''  a  whole  host  of  helpless  creatures  may  be  so  brought  to  an  untimely 
death,  by  a  Board  of  Guardians,  not  only  with  impunity  but  with  profit;  and 
thus  that  fundamental  principle  of  English  Law  is  violated  which  declares  that, 
"there  shall  be  no  injury  without  its  redress." 

Under  the  old  Law,  the  Overseers  would  have  been  responsible  in  their 
own  persons  for  such  a  destruction  of  human  life  :  and  now  we  are  flippantly 
told  by  My  Lord  Howick,  that  instead  of  "  irresponsible  Overseers," 

'  I  cannot  ascertain  the  exact  proportion  sent  into  the  Bridg-water  house;  but 
I  believe  about  84  persons  were  passed  through  that  pest  house  in  these  six  months, 
either  to  their  graves,  or  to  infect  the  surrounding  Villages  ;  and  now  the  Board 
inform  us,  in  a  printed  statement,  that  they  have  nai'cd  jf 4,712.  7s.  Id.  That  is, 
ihey  boast  of  having  screwed  these  thousands  out  of  a  labouring  population;  whose 
wages  has  been  returned,  by  that  very  Board,  at  the  miserable  pittance  of  seven 
shillings  a  week  ;  and  in  a  district  where,  notw  ithstanding  these  stiirvation  wages, 
the  Foot  Rates,  before  this  saviny,  were  only  lO^d.  in  the  pound  on  the  rental 
assessed  in  1815. 
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."  There  was  now  in  every  district,  a  body  reprcscntinpf  the  interests  of  that 
.district,  a  hody  of  Guardians  and  paid  Overseers  appointed  for  tlie  administration 
of  relief,  and  above  them  there  were  the  Commissioners  and  Assistant-Commissi- 
oners, whose  duty  it  was  to  punish  all  instances  of  neglect  of  the  really  destitute 
and  suffering  poor.  It  was  known  that  the  power  of  those  authorities  had  be<;n 
usefully  exerted.  Any  cases  of  neglect  of  the  sick,  or  impotent,  or  destitute  poor, 
was  brought  before  the  Commissioners,  and  promptly  inquired  into,  and  redressed 
,4)y  prompt  punishment  of  the  guilty." 

Here  is  the  avowed  substitute  for  Jegal  responsibility  !  Why  this  vaunted 
substitute  is  the  very  agency,  whose  irresponsible  operation  in  thinning  out  the 
poor,  I  have  been  tracing,  through  unwholesome  diet,  neglect,  pestilence, 
and  death.  In  tracing  the  operation  of  this  irresponsible  agency,  I  have 
shown  that  allegations  were  published,  under  the  signature  of  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  to  the  effect  that,  a  crowd  of  helpless  poor 
had  been  brought  to  an  untimely  death  in  the  Bridgwater  Workhouse; 
and  that,  long  after  the  awful  tact  had  been  stated  to  the  Board,  they 
wilfully  persisted  in  the  course  which  had  brought  these  poor  victhns  to 
their  graves.  The  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  "whose  duty,"  Lord  Howick 
says,  "it  was  to  punish  all  instances  of  neglect,"  saw  these  allegations.  And 
what  course  did  they  take  thereon  ?  Did  they  profess  to  make  likht  of  them 
.as  an  idle  statement  ?  No  such  thing.  They  seem  to  have  felt  that  some 
appearance  of  enquiry  was  necessary,  to  beguile  the  public.  And  to  whom  do 
they  entrust  this  enquiry.''  Why  to  the  very  parties  who  were  implicated  in  the 
crime,  to  the  Boai-d  of  Guardians,  and  to  the  Assistant-Commissioner  of  the 
district,  who  had,  or  ought  to  have  had,  official  cognizance  of  the  dark  tran- 
saction. Under  these  circumstances,  so  disgraceful  to  the  character  of  the 
country,  I  respectfully  applied  to  the  Commissioners,  to  issue  such  directions, 
as  would  prevent  their  professed  enquiry  into  the  untimely  deaths  of  so  many 
helpless  creatures,  from  being  smuggled  up  under  closed  doors ;  and  this 
request  was  met  by  an  evasive  refusal. 

Here,  then,  was  an  official  enquiry  into  alleged  enormities  of  the  most 
frightful  character  and  extent,  conducted  by  the  very  parties  accused,  who  were 
invested,  by  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  with  authority  to  exercise  the  func- 
tions of  witnesses,  judge,  and  jury,  in  their  own  case!  These  incompatible 
functions  were,  as  I  have  shewn,  exercised  by  the  Board  and  the  Assistant- 
Commissioner,  in  a  manner  equally  mean  and  criminal ;  the  parties  having 
either  garbled  the  evidence  in  their  written  statements,  or  otherwise  slunk  back 
ii'om  asking  a  single  question  on  the  subject  of  the  jjrincipal  allegations  which 
they  were  directed  to  enquire  into. 

The  report  made  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  on  the  evidence  so 
managed  by  their  Assistant  Mr.  Weale,  has  not  been  allowed  to  ti'anspire. 
•The  Commissioners  have  refused  to  grant  a  copy  of  that  report,  and  thus  the 
farce  of  a  mock-enquiry  into  the  untimely  deaths  of  about  30  helpless  persons, 
having  been  rehearsed  under  closed  doors,  has  been  stifled  by  the  Poor  Law 
Cornmissioners.  In  the  face  of  this  daring  conspiracy  against  the  justice  of  the 
^Country,  we  are  told  by  one  of  her  Majesty's  Ministers,  that 

"  Any  cases  of  neglect  of  the  sick,  or  impotent,  or  destitute  poor,  was  brought 
before  the  Commissioners,  and  promptly  enquired  into,  and  redressed  by  prompt 
punishment  of  the  guilty." 

The  other  party  to  this  mock-enquiry,  the  Board  of  Guardians,  informed  the 
^'pmmissioncrs  that  it  had  called  such  witnes.?  "  as  it  ihoughl  necessary"  and 
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liad  acquitted  itself.*  The  delighted  Commissioners,  so  prompt  to  redress  the 
injuries  of  the  sick  and  impotent  poor,  catch  at  the  veidict  ol  acquittal  with 

•  rhe  little  knot  of  conspirators  who,  with  their  underlings,  rnnnarje  the  Boai  fl, 
brought  forward  their  dependants  to  declare  on  oath,  that  representations 
made  by  the  ftledical  men,  or  members  of  the  Visiting  Committee  w  ere  imniedi- 
ately  attended  to,  and  that  no  inmate  of  the  W^orkhouse  had  sutfei  ed  any  hardship 
oi'  deprivation  whatever  !  ! !  Having  already  shown  tiiat  not  the  least  attention 
was  paid,  to  repeated  applications  and  implorings,  in  a  case  involving  the  lives  of 
a  crowd  of  helpless  creatures  ;  it  may  not  he  superfluous  to  state  that  their  own 
records  prove  them  to  have  adopted  a  similar  course  in  matters  of  less  importance. 

Repeated  applications  were  made  for  the  appointment  of  a  person  or  persons  to 
attend  on  the  sick,  that  they  might  not  be  left  to  the  care  of  casual  paupers  or 
washer-women,  hired  for  a  few  days,  who  were  totally  ignorant  of  the  duties 
required  ;  Init  to  no  purpose.  More  than  18  months  elapsed,  and  73  of  our  fellow 
creatures  miserably  perished,  before  the  Board  consented  to  reduce  their  savings 
£15.  per  annum  by  oifering  that  sum  for  a  nurse.  The  Union  was  formed  in 
May  1836,  a  nurse  was  advertised  for  on  the  2yth  of  December  1837.  In  the  in- 
terval the  obituary  recoi  ds  the  death  of  73  persons  ! 

Even  the  sum  of  two  shillings  and  sixpence  for  rescuing  the  heads  of  64  poor 
children  from  ulcers  and  vermin  appears  by  the  following  entries  in  the  Petherton 
Visitors'  Book,  to  be  an  expenditure  which  this  prompt  and  liberal  Board  was  not 
readily  disposed  to  authorize. 

Question. — Do  the  inmates  of  the  Workhouse,  of  all  classes,  appear 
cleanly  in  their  persons,  &c. 

Sept.  17th.  Answer. — -Yes.  The  Matron  has  paid  2s.  6d.  for  having  the  chil- 
dren's hair  cut,  with  my  sanction.  In  future  hair  to  be  cut  by  a  pauper 
from  the  Bridgwater  VVork house. 

(Signed)       R.  KING  MEADE  KING. 

May  2nd.  Some  person  wanted  immediately  to  cut  the  children's  hair,  with- 
out which  they  cannot  be  kept  clean. 

(Signed)       R.  KING  MEADE  KING. 

June  29th.     The  children's  hair  require  cutting. 

July  4th.  No  one  has  been  sent  to  cut  the  children's  hair  as  requested  last 
week.  (Signed)     R.  KING  MEADE  KING. 

July  I3th.  No  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  repeated  requests  of  the  Visitors 
and  the  Matron,  with  regard  to  the  hair  cutting  of  the  children. 

(Signed)       H,  PARSONS. 

July  21st,  No  one  has  yet  been  sent  to  cut  the  children's  hair  as  requested  for 
several  weeks. 

Sept,  27th,  The  children's  hair  must  be  cut,  a  person  should  be  sent  from 
Bridgwater  Workhouse  as  usual  to  do  it, 

(Signed)       R.  KING  MEADE  KING, 
Oct.   4tb,      The  children's  hair  is  cut,  but  some  have  bad  heads. 

(Signed)  H.  PARSONS. 
Having  enquired  what  was  meant  by  "bad  heads,"  I  was  informed  that  the  heads 
of  these  poor  children  had  been  eaten  into  sores  by  vermin,  from  the  neglect  of  that 
thirty-pence  worth  of  hair  cutting,  "without  which"  Mr.  King  informed  theBoard 
"they  cannot  he  kept  clean".  Here  are  two  Magistrates  of  the  County,  one  of 
them  the  late  deputy  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  unable  to  wring  two  shil- 
lings and  sixpence  from  that  Board  by  repeated  weekly  expostulations;  and  not  dis- 
posed again  to  incur  the  grave  responsibility  of  authorizing  such  an  expenditure. 
In  the  face  of  these  entries  and  many  similar  ones,  dependants  were  brought 
forward  to  make  such  depositions  on  oath  as  have  been  already  submitted 
tt>  an  indignant  public !  ' 
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such  eagerness  that  they  write  hy  return  of  post,  to  express  their  high  satixf ac- 
tion without  knowing  one  word  of"  the  evidence  on  whicli  iliese  worthy 
Guardians  had  acqiiitit-d  themselves.  Tlins  the  Commissioners  having  sent  a 
charge  of  hloud-guihiiiess  to  he  enquired  into  by  tlie  i)arties  accused,  become 
accessories  alter  the  fact,  and  congratulate  these  very  parties  on  the  verdict  of 
self  acquittal  which  they  had  pronounced. 

Not  one  word  of  disapprobation  has  been  addressed  to  the  Board,  hy  these 
prompt  redressers  of  injury,  to  whose  tender  mercies  the  lives  of  all  the  poor 
in  the  Kingdom  are  consigned.  They  have  not  even  suggested  to  the  Board 
that  it  would  have  been  somewhat  more  decent  to  have  refrained  from  subjecting 
persons  in  whose  death  they  had  a  pecuniary  interest,  to  the  necessity  of 
breathing  poisonous  effluvia.  So  far  from  endeavouring  to  prevent  a  recur- 
rence of  such  comj)endious  slaughter,  they  do,  hy  that  silence  which  is  construed 
as  giving  consent,  actually  hold  out  an  encouragement  for  the  perj^etration 
of  similar  enormities.  They  virtually  say  to  all  the  Boards  of  Guardians  in 
the  Kingdom  ; — if  you  have  a  highly  infectious  and  fatal  disease  raging  in 
your  Workhouse,  send  in  as  many  of  the  helpless  poor  as  you  can  to  be  sub- 
jected to  the  deadly  infection;  and  if  any  complaint  should  be  made  of  their 
having  been  got  rid  of  in  this  way,  we  will  refer  the  charge  to  yourselves. 
Hxamine  such  witnesses  as  you  "  think  necessary,"  and  when  you  have 
acquitted  yourselves,  as  you  will  of  course  do,  we  will  express  our  entire  satis- 
faction at  the  verdict,  and  hush  up  the  whole  affair  by  refusing  to  gi'ant  any 
information  on  the  subject.  Thus  the  "sick  and  impotent  and  destitute  poor" 
of  England  may  be  thinned  out  to  any  assignable  extent ;  not  only  with 
impunity,  hut  with  profit  and  applause. 

Such  are  the  lessons  virtually  taught  hy  these  Commissioners.  That  they 
have  not  been  barren  lessons,  taught  in  vain,  I  shall,  in  my  next  communica- 
tion, demonstrate,  to  the  conviction  of  your  readers.  In  the  mean  time  1  would 
ask  them  to  remember  that,  the  annual  deaths  of  Convicts  in  the  Hulks, 
as  returned  to  Government  by  the  Superintendant,  were  under  two  and  a  half 
j)er  cent ;  while,  during  the  last  year,  the  deaths  in  the  Bridgwater  Workhouse 
amounted  to  more  than  forty  one  per  cent  on  the  average  number  of  the  in- 
mates! I  would  further  ask  them  to  remember  that  the  Convicts  were  solemnly 
sentenced  in  an  open  court,  after  an  impartial  investigation  and  unanimous 
conviction,  by  a  disinterested  ]y\\'y;  while  an  irresponsible  and  secret  assembly, 
secured  by  closed  doors,  were  permitted  to  consign  to  a  poisonous  pest  house 
this  crowd  of  helpless  old  age  and  innocent  childhood;  in  whose  death  it  had 
a  pecuniary  interest ! 

Bridgwater,  Februaiy  the  24th,  1838. 


LETTER  XII. 

"I  vow  to  God  I  would  sooner  bring  myself  to  put  a  man  to  immediate  death, 
and  so  to  get  rid  of  him  at  once,  than  to  fret  him  with  a  feverish  being,  tainted 
with  the  jail-distemper  of  a  contagious  servitude,  to  keep  him  above  ground,  an 
animated  mass  of  putiefaction,  corrupted  himself,  and  corrupting  all  about  him." 

Burke. 


Sir, — It  is  essential  to  a  right  understanding  of  some  additional  facts,  by 
which  I  ])urpose  to  exhibit,  the  compendious  evils  of  the  desti'uctive  system, 
adopted  by  the  Board  and  the  Commissioners,  that  I  should  hviefly  adycrt  to 
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some  circumstcinces  connected  with  the  Medical  Relief  of  tlie  Poor,  in  the 
BriilpViitev  Union.  And  it  is  thii.s  essential,  because  there  is  nolhiny,  exccj)! 
the  cUiilv  hve;id  of  the  poor,  which  is  so  intiinately  connected  with  iheir  neces- 
sities, as  the  hearing  sldll  and  knowledge  ol  tlje  Prolessional  men  who  ha\  e  to 
allbrd  them  assistance  nnder  the  diseases  and  accidents  to  wliich  they  are  so 
jjecnliarly  liable.  "  Hvery  attempt  at  nnduly  depressing  the  condition  cf  snch 
men  is  an  indirect  attack  on  the  suilering  poor,  whose  very  existence  depends 
on  Professional  assistance  being  rendered  with  that  promptitude,  and  continued 
with  that  perseverance,  which  nothing  short  of  Professional  zeal  can  supply-" 
Under  this  conviction  1  jn'oceed  to  state  that  on  the  formation  of  the  Union,  the 
resident  Practitioners  of  the  'i'own  and  neighbourhood  were  employetl  to  attend 
the  poor,  at  a  low  rate,  with  an  understanding  that,  tlic  experience  obtiiined  in  the 
first  year,  should  he  a  guide  for  deteruiiiiing  the  amount  of  their  future  remunera- 
tion. At  the  end  of  their  engagement,  in  June  lb3(),  the  Medii  al  Ollicers  de- 
clared that  theycould  not,  in  justice  to  the  poor  and  to  themselves,  continue  their 
charge  at  the  salaries  proposed,  and  required  a  more  liberal  remimeration  for 
their  further  services.  Ihis  the  Board  thought  jjroper  to  refuse,  and  adveitiscd, 
throughout  the  Kingdom,  for  strangers  to  come  and  oppose  the  established 
professional  men  of  the  district  who  had  received  the  ])ublic  commendation  of 
tbat  Board  for  their  zealous  and  ahle  services.*  One  stranger,  who  was  brought 
from  the  other  extremity  of  the  Kingdom,  by  these  advertisements,  was  em- 
ployed for  the  Bridgwater  district,  including  the  Union  Workhouse,  at  £17. 
1  Is.  9d.  per  annum  less  than  was  asked  by  resident  Medical  men.  'i  he  person 
so  employed.,  produced  the  following  epitome  of  his  pretensions,  as  his  card  ; 
horn  one  of  which,  duly  treasured  among  the  documents  of  the  lioard,  the 
following  is  copied. 

*  The  Medical  Officers,  in  a  written  communication  to  the  Board,  "distinctly  declare 
that  they  have  no  wish,  individually  or  culKetivL-ly,  to  receive  anything  beyond  a  moderate 
remnneration  for  their  attendance  on  the  poor  ;  the  amount  to  be  determined  alter  a  lair 
enqniry  on  the  extent  and  nature  of  their  past  services.  To  prevent  the  ])oor  from  siitfering 
by  the  delay  consequent  on  the  course  taken  by  the  Board  of  Guardians,  the  Medical 
Officers  are  ready  to  continue  their  professional  attendance  on  the  poor  gratuitously,  until 
some  other  arrangement  can  be  made,  provided  such  arrangement  be  ell'ected  within  a 
reasonable  period."  This  liberal  offer  was  rejected,  and  they  were  requested  to  take  charge 
of  the  poor  on  the  terms  of  Private  Patients,  until  further  advertisements  could  be  issued 
and  replied  to.  Being  asked  what  would  be  their  charge,  it  appears  on  the  Minutes  of  the 
Board  that  the  Medical  men  stated,  that  under  such  circumstances,  '  their  charge  would  be 
the  same  as  in  the  case  of  any  other  Private  Patients.'  Payment  of  these  bills,  made  out 
on  the  principle  selected  by  the  Board,  was  refused,  and  the  following  resolutions  stand  on 
the  Minute  Book. 

"  Moved  by  the  Honorable  P.  P.  Bouverie,  That  to  those  of  the  Medical  Officers  who  are 
now  under  contract  to  the  Board,  a  tender  be  made  for  their  services  for  the  three  weeks 
that  intervened  between  their  first  and  second  contract,  at  double  the  rate  for  which  they 
have  contracted  for  the  remaining  49  weeks  of  the  current  year. — Carried. 

Minute  13ook,  Friday,  October  27th,  1837." 

This  singular  resolution  was  carried,  as  it  is  said,  by  a  majority  of  one.'  But  to  obtain 
the  services  of  Professional  men  on  one  principle,  and  then,  having  received  all  the  ad- 
vantages of  these  services,  to  turn  round  and  offer  them  payment  on  another  principle, 
which  was  never  even  alluded  to  at  the  time  of  agreement,  seemed  to  be  going  rather  too 
far,  even  for  the  Board  of  Guardians,  as  may  be  inferred  by  the  following. 

"  Minute  Book,  Friday,  December  15th,  1837. 
Moved  by  Mr.  John  Dalley,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  W.  P.  King,  That  the  resolution  passed 
at  this  Board,  on  the  27th  of  October  last,  concerning  the  bills  of  the  Medical  Officers  w  hile 
they  attended  the  paupers  as  Private  I'aticuts,  from  the  24th  of  Juue  to  the  Mth  of  July 
last,  be  rescinded, — Carried, 
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"]\Tr.  John  Rodney  Ward,  Graduate  in  Medicine  and  Sufgcry  of  the  Uni- 
versiiy  of  Leyden,  and  Member  of  the  Worshipful  Society  of  Apothecaries  in 
liondon  ;  late  Consulling  Surgeon  Accoucheur  to  the  Royal  Mate'-nity  Society 
Doctor's  Commons;  Surgeon  to  the  Royal  Infirmary  for  Diseases  of  Children; 
Consulting  Surgeon  Accoucheur  to  the  Southwark  Childbed  Society  Guv's 
Hospital,  and  Honorary  Member  of  the  Physical  Society  Guy's  Hosi)ital,  &c. 
&c.*  At  home  for  Consultation  on  all  Diseases  incident  to  Women  and  Children 
every  morning  from  8  till  12  o'clock,  and  evenings  after  7  o'clock.  Advice 
gratis,  on  I'uesdays  and  Saturdays,  from  8  till  10  o'clock.  60,  Pilgrim-street, 
Nevvcastle-upon-'Tyne." 

The  managers  of  the  Board  phimed  themselves  beyond  measnre,  at 
having  attracted  to  Bridgwater  this  constellation  of  dignities,  from  Newcastle, 
by  the  tempting  bait  of  £130.  per  annum.  'J'hus,  to  add  £17.  lis.  9d.  a  year 
to  their  savings,  they  deprived  the  diseased  poor  of  the  important  advantages 
lo  be  derived  from  a  nnited  Medical  staff,  well  known  to  the  whole  neighbour- 
hood, generally  disposed  to  assist  each  other,  and  intimately  acquainted  with 
the  wants,  habits,  character,  and  circumstances  of  the  laboring  population. 

The  attention  of  the  jniblic  having  been  called  to  the  ravages  of  Diandiosa, 
in  the  Workhouse,  by  my  publication  on  the  subject,  it  appears  to  have  been 
determined,  on  the  accession  of  the  new  Medical  dynasty,  that  no  more  persons 
should  die  of  Diarrhoea,  in  that  house.  Several  persons  who  had  been  reduced 
lo  a  most  distressing  state  by  that  disease,  were  carried  off,  after  being  entirely 
racked  out.  On  referring  to  the  Obituary,  and  lo  the  Medical  Weekly  Return, 
in  wliich  the  Medical  Officer  is  directed  to  "insert  the  cause  and  circumstances 
of  every  death  among  the  paupers  under  his  care ;"  my  attention  was  particu- 
larly called  to  the  following  entries,  among  others  of  a  similar  character,  from  a 
knowledge  that,  the  unfortunate  subjects  of  .these  entries  had  long  been  severe 
sufferers  from  Diarrhoea. 


Date  of  Death. 

Names. 

Age. 

Alltfied  cause  of  Death  in 
Medical  Weekly  Return. 

Alleged  cause  of  Itcatli 
in  Obituary. 

J837.   July  25th. 

Pocock,  James, 

80 

debility  of  old  age, 

uatural  death. 

28th. 

Tucker,  Mar)', 

76 

debility  of  old  age, 

ditto  ditto. 

October  11th. 

Perry,  Henry, 

86 

old  age,f 

natural  decay. 

Believing  that  these  entries  did  not  truly  record  "  the  cause  and  circum- 
stances" of  the  deaths  of  these  poor  old  creatures,  I  applied  to  the  Governor, 
the  Matron,  and  the  woman  who  had  attended  them  up  to  tlie  time  of  their 
deaths,  for  their  account.  From  the  united  evidence  of  those  persons,  in  which 
there  was  not  the  smallest  discrepancy,  it  aj^peared  that  Diai'rhoea  had  re- 


*  The  "  British  Medical  Almanack"  for  1837,  has  neglected  to  publish  Mr. 
Ward's  name  among- those  of  the  Metropolitan  Consulting  Surgeons;  but  it  has, 
possibly  by  mistake,  inserted  the  name  of  J.  R.  Ward,  at  the  bottom  of  the  list  of 
Assistants  of  the  "Royal  Maternity  Society."  Perhaps  this  is  an  error  of  tiie  press, 
in  the  Almanack,  and  consulting  Surgeon,  should  be  read  instead  of  assistant 
Surgeon  ?    The  gentleman  himself  should  surely  know. 

i"  The  entry  of  "death  by  old  age,"  in  an  Obituary,  or  a  Medical  .Tournal, 
leaves  the  reader  to  presume  the  absence  of  active  disease.  An  acute  writer  on 
mortality  well  observes,  that  "few,  even  of  the  oldest,  die  purely  from  gradual 
decay.  Some  positive  disease  usually  comes  on  and  overwhelms  the  small  remains 
of  vitality."  That  overwhelming  disease  in  the  above  cases,  was  the  Diarrhoea,  by 
which  the  whole  house  was  infested,  while  the  official  entries  are  calculated  tw 
delude  the  public  into  a  belief  that  those  poor  victims  died  from  "  old  age." 
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turned  with  great  violence  on  these  miserable  suflerers,  and  carried  lliem  ofl. 
The  Matron's  account  was  to  the  following  effect,  and  fully  borne  out 
by  others. 

Mr.  Ward  said,  for  some  time,  that  there  was  no  sticli  thing  as  Diarrhopa  in  tlie 
house:  then  he  said  they  were  all  cases  of  Diarrhtea  relumed,  and  tl)at  he  wouhl 
send  me  some  astrinj;ent  powders,  of  wiiicli  I  was  to  give  two  or  three  a  day,  as 
occasion  required.  I  did  do  so,  until  Mr.  Ward  told  me  not  to  jrive  any  more,  as 
the  powders  had  lost  their  effect :  and  that  he  would  send  something  else.  After 
that  he  sent  some  draughts  which  I  gave  occasionally, 

I  told  him  Mary  Tucher's  was  an  old  case  of  Diarrhcea  returned.  He  ordered 
me  to  give  Tucker  powders,  which  he  called  astrinnent  powders.  I  used  some- 
times to  give  them  twice  or  three  times  a  day  :  at  last  they  lost  all  power  ;  Tucker 
%vas  quite  lost  in  her  head  ;  lay  in  a  terrible  mess  without  knowing  it,  and  was 
changed  continually  by  Mary  Reed. 

James  Pocock,  too,  died  of  a  return  of  the.Diarrhrea ;  confined  to  liis  bed,  unable 
to  help  himself.  He  was  lost  to  everything;  his  motions  passed  without  his  know- 
ing it;  for  some  time  before  his  death,  we  used  to  change  him  three  or  four 
times  a  day. 

Henry  Perry  died  in  a  horrible  state,  from  a  return  of  Diarrhoea.  He  was  very 
bad  indeed;  confined  in  bed  by  Diarrhoea  some  weeks;  as  soon  as  he  was  clean  it 
was  only  to  clean  him  over  again.* 

Bnt  this  is  not  the  only  evidence-  This  Consulting  Surgeon,  in  repeated  entries, 
records  the  presence  of  Diarrhoja,  and  then  reports  the  Deaths,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  Board  and  the  public,  as  having  been  occasioned,  not  by  disease, 
but  by  age.  Your  readers.  Sir,  are  desired  to  form  their  own  estimate  of  the 
credit  due  to  the  alleged  cause  of  death  in  this  abode  of  misery,  when  the  fatal 
termination  of  such  protracted  cases  of  disease  as  the  foregoing  is  officially  ascribed 
to  "old  age."  Such  deceptive  documents,  instead  of  throwing  any  protection 
over  the  lives  of  the  helpless  persons  immured  in  these  pestilential  dens,  serve 
only  to  conceal  the  truth  and  mislead  the  public.  But  it  may  be  said  that  these 
entries  having  been  made  in  the  prescribed  form,  by  the  claimant  of  so  many 
Professional  distinctions,  the  Board  had  a  right  to  presume  that  they  were 
correctly  made.  Be  it  so.  Let  these  false  entries  stand  for  nothing  more, 
than  an  example  of  the  utter  worthlessness  of  such  records,  and  a  jn'oof  that 
the  actual  ravages  of  Diarrhcea  materially  exceeded  the  official  returns. 

In  proceeding  to  exhibit  the  fatal  consequences  of  the  course  pursued,  it 
may  not  be  irrele\  ant  to  state,  that  the  inquiry  on  my  allegations  was  not  a 
solitary  example  of  such  mockery.  The  Medical  Association  of  this  place 
published,  certain  charges  imputing  cruelty  and  neglect  to  the  Board,  to  wdiich 
publication  the  Committee  affixed  their  names.  These  gentlemen  offered  to 
substantiate  their  charges  by  evidence,  and  some  of  the  Guardians  who  assisted 
at  the  enquiry,  strongly  urged  the  necessity  of  permitting  them  to  do  so. 

"  This  proposal,"  the  Medical  men  say,  "  so  evidently  essential  to  the 
cause  of  justice,  was  overruled  by  the  Assistant-Commissioner,  who  proceeded  to 
examine  the  Relieving  Officers,  and  such  two  or  three  other  parties  only  as  these 
interested  persons  brought  forward.  *  *  *  Not  only  are  the  parties  accused  of 
these  cruel  proceedings  made  judges  in  their  own  case,  contrary  to  every 
principle  of  justice,  but  they  are  permitted  to  judge  in  private,  with  closed 

•  Most  of  the  cases  of  Diarrhoea  which  proved  fatal  in  the  Penitentiary,  after 
the  introduction  of  the  gruel  system,  were  stated  by  the  Physicians  to  be  cases  of 
Diarrhoea  "returned," 
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(li)ors,  and  allowed  to  determine  that  not  a  single  evidence  should  he  called  likely 
to  coni'ict  tlieinselves.  For  wliut  avowed  purpose  was  tliis  paid  servant  of  the 
public,  this  Mr.  Assistant-Commissioner,  sent  down  ?  Did  he  avow  tliat  he  was 
sent  to  smother  all  proceedin'js,  to  cut  otY  all  hope  from  the  suffering  poor  of 
having  tlieir  wrongs  enquired  into?  Did  he  avow  that  his  object  was  to  make  out 
a  case  which  would  elude  justice,  and  screen  the  guiliv  from  opprobrium  ?  Did  he 
make  such  avowals  ?  No,  he  stated  that  he  should  be  at  Bridgwater  ;  and  he 
avowed  that  he  should  be  there  '  for  the  purpose  of  inst.iluling  an  enquiry  into  the 
charges  brought  against  the  Board  of  Guardians  by  the  Medical  men.'  And  how 
does  this  public  functionary  act  upon  this  recorded  avowal,  circulated  by  authority 
uraong  the  Guardians  ?  VVhy,  he  refuses  to  call  a  single  evidence  likely  to  make 
out  the  truth  of  the  charges  : — and  this,  remember,  is  a  hired  servant  of  the  public, 
eating  the  bread  of  the  people,  and  employed  to  enquire  and  to  report!"* 

While  this  mockery  was  pending,  Mr.  Weale,  the  official  enquirer,  was  a 
visitor  at  the  house  of  one  of  the  managers  of  the  Board,  who,  on  the  following 
morning  was  the  mover  of  a  resolution,  doubtlessly  concocted  between  them, 
acquitting  the  little  knot  of  blaster  Shallows  who  had  contrived  to  mislead 
the  Board,  and  in  the  true  bobadil  style  referring  the  matter  to  no  less 
a  jurisdiction  than  that  of — Parliament !  f  Thus  the  prompt  enquirer 
into,  and  the  redresser  of  the  injuries  of  the  Poor,  the  man  "whose  duty" 
Lord  Howick  says,  "it  was  to  punish  all  instances  of  neglect,"  not  only 
makes  a  mockery  of  this  duty  by  refusing  to  hear  evidence,  but  outrages 
the  public  sense  of  justice  by  ostentatiously  identifying  himself  with  par- 
ties implicated.  This  disgusting  display  was,  of  course,  followed  by  that 
determined  perseverance  in  wrong,  which  a  sense  of  impunity  never  fails  to 
engender  in  vulgar  minds.  Every  thing  was  left  by  the  Commissioners  to 
Mr.  "Weale,  and  Mr.  Weale  could  manage  every  thing  for  his  good  friends  and 
companions  at  the  Board.  Such  is  my  Lord  Howick's  responsible  tribunal, 
set  up  to  redress  the  wrongs  of  the  suffering  poor  !  But  it  is  only  by  a  recur- 
rence to  other  cases  in  which  the  lives  of  the  poor  have  been  sacrificed,  that 
the  consequences  of  these  audacious  proceedings  can  be  estimated. 

Previously  to  entering  on  these  further  sacrifices,  it  is  proper  to  observe  that,  ■ 
Laving  considered  the  course  adopted  by  the  Board,  in   the  pretended 
enquiry  into  my  allegations,  entirely  precluded  me  from  again  acting  with 
them,  I  no  longer  attended  the  Meetings  of  that  body.    Towards  the  end 
of  December  last,  having  seen  several  pauper  funerals  pass  my  window,  I 

•   FACTS  CONNECTED  WITH  THE  MEDICAL  RELIEF  OF  THE  VOOR  IN  THE  BRIDGWATER 
UNION.      PUBLISHED  BY  J.  W.   RDMSEY,  WELLINGTON  STREET,  STRAND,  LONDON. 

t  In  both  these  mock  enquiries  the  secret  concocters  of  the  resolutions,  after 
acquitting  themselves,  slink  behinJ  Parliament.  One  scarcely  knows  which  to 
admire  most,  the  easy  assurance  displayed  by  thus  evading  the  question,  or  the 
gross  ignorance  exhibited  of  the  functions  of  Pai-liament.  Parliament  does 
not  sit  as  a  Court  for  persons  accused  to  exculpate  themselves  before.  As  well 
might  the  Burkers  have  referred  the  charge  against  them,  to  the  Committee  then 
sitting  on  the  Anatomy  Bill.  Parliament  is  instituting  an  enquiry,  not  for  the 
punishment  of  offenders,  but  for  the  amendment  of  a  Law.  "  If,"  said  the 
first  constitutional  authority  of  the  Realm,  "  if  the  habit  were  to  prevail  of 
carrying  offences,  real  or  supposed,  into  the  legislative  bodies,  who  shall  es- 
tablish themselves  into  courts  of  criminal  equity,  (so  the  star  chamber  has 
been  called  by  Lord  Bacon,)  all  the  evils  of  the  star  chamber  are  revived. 
It  signifies  nothing  whether  a  Court  for  this  purpose  be  a  Committee  of  Council, 
or  a  House  of  Commons,  or  a  House  of  Lords  ;  the  liberty  of  the  subject  will  be 
equally  subverted  by  it.  The  true  end  and  purpose  of  that  House  of  Parliament 
which'entertains  such  a  jurisdiction  will  be  destroyed  by  it.'» 
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called  at  llie  okl  Worklioiisc  to  obtain  some  iiiforination  on  the  subject.  I 
was  there  informed  that  some  I'rightlul  disease  liad,  in  a  short  time,  swept  olF 
many  of  the  old  inmates.  On  inspecting  the  Minutes  of  the  Board,  tlie 
Medical  Weekly  Return,  and  the  Visitor's  Book,  I  found  that  not  the  slightest 
allusion  had  been  made  to  this  terrific  visitation.  Even  the  Obituary,  out 
of  ELEVi'N  DEATHS,  consccutively  recorded,  only  contained  two  entries  in 
the  column  headed  "  Reference  to  Surgeon's  Book,"  and  in  one  of  these 
two  cases,  the  death  was  ascribed  to  natural  decay!  On  enquiring  into 
all  this  suspicious  concealment,  it  appeared  that  on  the  3rd  of  November 
the  inmates  of  the  House  were  unusuallj'  free  from  disease.  On  the  4th, 
a  wandering  Vagrant,  lousy,  itched,  and  in  a  high  fever,  described  as  follows, 
a]i)iears  for  the  first  time  in  ihe  "Medical  Weekly  Return,"  among  the  helpless 
old  inmates  of  the  Workhouse,  who  had  no  oi)portmjity  of  escaping  beyond  the 
reach  of  infection. 


Name. 

Age. 

Disease. 

Observations. 

Briffet,  Johu, 

28 

cougestion  of  brain 

This  man  will  in  all  probability  not  recover. 

Briifet  did  however  ultimately  recover;  but  James  Rosebill,  a  poor  man  who 
was  appointed  to  attend  on  him,  w'as  seized  with  the  same  disorder,  and  died 
after  a  few  days  illness.  Another  poor  man,  George  Parish,  who  nursed 
Rosebill,  was  seized  in  his  turn,  and  was  carried  off  with  four  other  ])ersons;  all 
declared  by  the  Governor,  the  Matron,  and  the  woman  who  assisted  in  niu'sing, 
to  have  been  seized  in  nearly  the  same  manner.  It  providentially  happened  that 
this  terrific  disease,  so  wantonly  introduced,  broke  out  among  the  aged  ])ooi' 
just  as  the  Board  were  on  the  point  of  removing  the  inmates  to  the  New  Union 
Workhouse,  otherwise  the  consetjuences  might  have  been  too  frightful  to  con- 
template, as  all  who  were  seized  perished,  with  one  exception.*  The  dates 
of  seiziu'e  and  of  death  are  as  follows. 


Names. 

Age. 

W  hen  seized. 

Died. 

Rosebill,  James,  (nursed  Brififel) 

57 

November  24th. 

December 

14lh. 

Javman,  Edward,  

75 

November  29th. 

December 

24th. 

Gill,  William,  

76 

December  2nd. 

December 

7  th. 

Watts,  Esau,  

74 

December  4  th. 

December 

nth. 

Slarkey,  Nicholas,  

85 

December  4  th. 

December 

7th. 

Parish,  George,  (nursed Rosebill ) 

58 

December  1 9th. 

December 

27th. 

It  will  scarcely  be  believed  that,  the  records  of  the  Board  contain  no  ob- 
servations, directly  or  indirectly,  bearing  on  this  appalling  visitation;  by  which 

•  This  awful  disease  appears  by  the  Governor  and  Matron's  description,  to 
have  been  somewhat  similar  to  that  which  carried  off  Mr.  Smith,  one  of  the 
Relieving  Otficers  of  the  While  Chapel  Union.  On  the  Coroner's  incjuest,  which 
was  held  on  February  the  16th,  Mr.  Head,  the  Parish  Surgeon  of  White  Chapel, 
deposed,  that  the  deceased  was  attacked  by  fever,  caught  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duly.  After  a  few  days,  determination  of  blood  to  the  head  took  place,  which 
brought  on  delirium.  Another  Relieving  Officer  was  staled  by  the  Coroner  to 
have  died  of  violent  fever,  caught  in  the  discharge  of  his  duly,  in  the  Stepney 
Union.  The  Parish  Surgeon  of  White  Chapel  further  deposed,"  that  a  number  of 
the  Nurses  in  the  Poor  Houses  had  died  from  fever,  and  it  was  a  singular  fact  that. 
sfurccly  one  of  them  who  had  been  attacked  by  the  disease  had  recovered. 
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gix  of  our  unfordinate  fellow  creatures  were  carried  o/T  in  t\v6nty  days.  Thus, 
while  the  Regulations,  under  which  the  poor  were  gruelled  to  death,  were 
declared  from  the  Chair  to  he  imperative ;  those,  unfavorable  to  the  ravages 
ol  Pestilence,  were  considered  a  dead  letter.  The  destruction  of  a  litter  of  curs 
could  not  have  been  passed  over  with  more  indiilurence.  No  enquiry,  either 
by  Inquest  or  otherwise,  was  instituted,  and  the  seizure  of  the  poor  victims 
is  merely  noticed  in  the  Medical  Weekly  Return,  as  follows. 


Names. 

Niiturc  of  UisCiise, 

O  bstii'ViitiouHt 

Ro.sehill,  . . . 

Congestion  of  the  head. 

From  Nov.  24  to  Dec.  13 

Dead. 

Jarman,  ... 
Gill,  

Determination  of  blood  to 
the  head. 

Nov.  29  to  Dec.  21 
Dec.  2nd  to  the  7th 

Watts,   

Ague. 

Dec.  4th  to  the  12th 

Dead. 

Starkey,  ... 

No  disease. 

Dec.  4th  to  the  7th 

Inflammation. 

Dec.  19th  to  the  27th 

Dead. 

It  should  be  observed  that  in  the  cases  of  Rosehill,  Jarman,  Watts,  and  Parish, 
there  are  second  entries  under  the  head  of  "  Nature  of  Disease."  The  other 
two  victims  have  not  another  word  given  to  them,  neither  is  the  existence  of 
that  unsparing  pestilence  by  which,  the  Governor,  Matron,  and  Nurse,  declare 
these  victims  were  carried  off,  alluded  to  in  any  manner  whatever!  The  order 
for  the  Medical  Attendant  "to  record  and  to  report  without  delay  to  the  Board 
of  Guardians,  the  cause  and  circumstances  of  every  death  which  may  take 
'place  in  the  Workhouse,"  is  thus  treated  with  profound  contempt.  Out 
of  the  above  six  deaths  vvliicli  took  place  in  20  days,  under  such  appalling 
circumstances,  only  three  of  them  are  carried  out  in  the  column  for  "  observa- 
tions" as  being  "dead".  The  other  three  are  managed  to  be  lost  sight  of  by 
this  monopoliser  of  Metropolitan  distinctions.  One  of  the  victims,  poor 
Gill,  a  decayed  tradesman,  who  was  nearly  blind,  has  neither  disease  nor 
death  marked  against  his  name,  and  another,  who  was  seized  on  the 
'4lh  of  December  and  died  on  the  7ih,  has,  marked  against  him,  "  no  dis- 
r.ASE"  but  not  the  slightest  notice  is  taken  of  his  death  in  that  return  where  the 
death,  the  "cause  and  circumstances"  are  directed  to  be  entered  by  the  Medical 
'Attendant. '  Thus  while  the  savings  of  the  Board  are  secured  by  all  the  elabo- 
rate contrivances  of  treble  inspection,  check  ami  vouchers,  there  are  no  vouch- 
ers considered  necessary,  by  the  Managers  of  that  J^oard,  for  the  due  expendi- 
ture of  the  lives  of  these  helpless  creatures.  'J'hey  are  first  immured  beyond 
the  reach  of  public  con troul,  exposed  to  the  ])oison  of  malignant  fever,  consign- 
ed to  the  care  of  any  stranger  wlio  happens  to  be  the  lowest  bidder;  and  then 
passed  to  their  graves  without  a  reckoning  ! 

■  I  will  not  trust  myself  with  any  remarks  on  these  mysteries  of  yon  "Prison 
House;"  or  ask  why  the  managers  of  the  l^oard  connived  at  all  this  conceal- 
ment. If  I  were  to  do  so,  they  would  most  ])r()bably  be  again  directed  to  sit 
in  judgment  ou  themselves.  The  Honorable  P.  F.  Bouverie  might  w^ffirt  de- 
'clare  in  print, that  the  Board  of  Guardians  is  the  "only  tribunal"  by  which 
'iiiicli  atrocities  "could  be  enquired  iuto."  Mr.  Wcale  might  (/^a/«  receive  orders 
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"to  institute  an  enquiry,"  and  after  jiinlvctting  with  the  otlier  parties  implicated, 
might  concoct  a  verdict  of  acquittal,  and  oiler  to  thrust  some  garbled  details 
of  the  dark  transaction  into  the  chaos  of  a  general  Parliamentary  enquiry.  I 
will  not,  willingly,  heconie  a  party  to  an  audacious  mockery,  calculated  to 
inflict  an  indelible  disgrace  on  myCountry,  and  to  ellect  the  enormous  mischief 
of  impressing  the  minds  of  the  People  with  the  dangerous  belief  that,  thev 
must  not  look  to  authority  for  the  redress  of  injuries.  To  this  fatal  conclusion 
my  uiduqipy  brethren  must  inevitably  arrive,  if  such  disgusting  mockeries  as 
have  heen  already  exhibited  are  to  be  suhstituted  for  substantial  justice. 

But  the  frightful  event  thus  shirred  over  without  notice  by  these  Guardians 
of  the  poor,  is  not  a  solitary  example  of  the  consequences  of  that  sanction  given 
hy  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  to  the  practice  of  exposing  our  lieli)!ess 
fellow  creatures  to  the  poison  of  malignant  diseases.  This  new  element  of 
Workhouse  economy  has,  under  oflicial  patronage,  expanded  itself  into  a  finiit- 
lid  souice  of  wealth.  The  New  Union  Woikhouse,  although  it  has  only  heen  in 
operation  a  few  weeks,  has  contrihuted  liherally  towards  another  £4712.  1  Is.  Id. 
hy  the  death  of  no  less  than  thirteen  helpless  creatures  between  the  17th  of 
January  last  and  the  1st  of  March  !  U])wards  of  fifty  persons  have  been 
returned  at  one  time,  as  laboring  tmder  various  disea.ses ;  exclusive  of  a  still 
greater  number  of  concealed  cases,  heing  mostly  those  of  Children  confined 
to  their  beds  by  a  violent  eriqjtion.*  The  Nurse,  which  the  Board  was 
at  length  induced  to  hire,  (only  on  the  26th  of  Jaiuiary  last;)  lies  at 
this  moment  in  '^J'yjihus  Fevei',  caught  in  the  perfcrmance  of  her  duty.  In 
addition  to  Inflammatory  Sore  Throat  and  Congestion  of  the  Brain,  termi- 
nating fatally,  there  are,  entered  in  the  weekly  rejjorts  of  Mr.  John  Rodney 
Ward,  a  sufficient  variety  of  fevers  to  furnish  emjdoymcnt  fo7\a  new  School  of 
Ncsologists.    There  is  "  FEVER."    "fever  (simple)."  "inflammatory 

FEVER."  "SCARLET  FEVER."  "FEVER  WITH  ERUPTION."  "FEVER  WITH 
COUGH."  "FEVER  WITH  DEBILITY."  "FEVER  WITH  GREAT  DEBILITY." 
"TYPHUS   FEVER."      "PUTRID   FEVER."      &C.  &C. 

And,  to  the  eternal  disgrace  of  human  nature,  be  it  stated,  (hat  into  a  house 
dius  infested  with  some  of  the  most  formidable  Plagues  which  ever  assailed 
humanity,  the  helpless  poor  of  the  Bridgwater  Union,  containing  forty  Parishes, 
were  ordered,  when,  in  a  season  of  terrific  pressure,  they  implored  relief  from 
the  imited  attacks  of  cold  and  liunger.  Thus,  a  fraudulent  advantage  was 
taken  of  starvation  wages  and  a  winter  of  awful  severity,  to  set  up  the  aj)pre- 

•  Extract  from  the  Visitor's  Book. 

Question. — Are  the  inmates  generally  health)',  or  is  there  any  sickness  prevalent 
among  them? 

January  .5th. — They  are  generally  healthj'.  JAMES  SOIMERS. 

Under  litis  entry,  is  ivriiten  iy  a  Visiting  Magistrate, 

"  I  went  round  the  house  with  Mr.  NA'ard,  the  iMedical  Officer,  on 
the  31st  of  Decemboi-,  and  found  that  no  less  llian  63  children  weie 
afflicted  with  the  Itch,  some  of  them  in  a  great  degree. 

H.  PARSONS." 

Thus,  the  regular  Visitor  of  the  day  declares  the  inmates  to  he  "generally  heal- 
thy," and  the  Medical  Attendant  conceals  the  existence  of  a  disease  in  w  liich,  it  is 
discovered  hy  a  casual  Visitant,  that  no  less  than  sixty  turek  poor  children 
are  laid  up  ! 
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licnsion  of  pestilence  as  one  of  tlie  lesls  of  desLitiilion.  Tlie  operation  of  tbi; 
ini'amoiis  system  may  be  contemplated  in  the  following  abstract. 


Week's  ending. 

I'cisons  oiilered 
into  llie  House. 

Persons  admitted. 

iSo.  on  the 
Sick  List. 

No.  iirlhe  House. 

1838. 
January   19th,   -  - 

  26tb,   -  •- 

February   2ud,  -  - 

  9tb,    -  - 

Ifilh,   •-  - 

23rd,    -  - 

March  2nd,  

-  44  - 

-  25  - 

-  16  - 

-  73  - 

-  17  - 

-  13  - 

-  15  - 

-  9  - 

-  8  - 

-  6  - 

-  14  •■ 

-  18  - 

-  14  - 

-  6  .- 

-  21  - 

-  50  - 

-  54  - 

-  35  - 

-  o  /  - 

-  59  - 

-  62  - 

-  200  - 

-  195  - 

-  191  - 

-  191  - 

-  -»iUO  - 

-  223  - 

-  225  - 

-  203  - 

-    75  - 

Thus,  with  an  unexampled  variety  of  Fevers,  with  an  average  of  nearly 
50  on  the  Sick  List,  and  no  less  than  THiaTEEN  deaths  in  about 
six  weeks,  upwards  of  200  of  the  suffering  poor  who  asked  for  bread, 
were  ordered  into  a  house  so  infested  !  Here  we  have  the  true  "  Workhouse 
test  of  destitution,"  sanctioned  by  authority,  and  reduced  to  practice  !  The 
requisite  instructions  are  equally  brief  and  compendious.  Employ  the  cheap- 
est Medical  aid  you  can  procure; — get  the  'lyphus  Fever,  and  an  assortment 
of  other  Plagues  into  your  Workhouse  ; — be  careful  that  no  Medical  survey  be 
allowed ; — call  no  second  advice  or  assistance  ;*  thus  may  your  Fevers  stand  a 
better  chance  of  haying  a  clear  course,  and  your  returns  be  easily  managed. 
In  addition  to  the  direct  savings  of  this  system  by  deaths,  you  will  find,  if  your 
Fevers  happen  to  woik  well,  that  even  under  the  pressm-e  of  the  most  incleujeut 
season,  out  of  203  applicants  for  bread,  128  may  be  so  ten  ificd,  by  your  ofler- 
ing  them  this  new  test  of  deslilulion,  that  they  will  prefer  begging,  pilfering, 
or  famishing  out  of  the  house,  to  the  more  immediate  destruction  by  Pestilence 
which  threatens  them  within. 

Here  is  a  jjractical  explication  of  the  principles  which  the  Poor  Law  Com- 
missioners deliberately  established  by  sending  a  charge  of  blood-guiltiness  to 
be  entpiiied  into  by  the  very  parlies  implicated  in  the  crime ; — by  ofEcially 
expressing  their  "  sa/«.9/ac//ow"  at  the  self-acquittal  of  these  parties,  without 
having  seen  one  word  of  the  evidence  ; — by  withholding  the  report  of  their 
Assistant  on  the  fatal  transaction  ;  and  by  neglecting  to  ex])ress  any  disapjjro- 
bation  on  the  misconduct  of  those  persons  whose  wilful  perseverance  in  wrong 
brought  so  many  of  their  helpless  fellow  creatures  to  an  untimely  grave.  By 
this  course  of  conduct  deliberately  adopted,  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners 
I  repeat,  virtually  said  to  all  the  Boards  of  Giuirdians  in  the  Kingdom  ; — if 
you  have  a  highly  infectious  and  fatal  disease  raging  in  your  Workhouse,  send 
in  as  many  of  the  helpless  poor  as  you  can  to  be  subjected  to  the  deadly  infec- 
tion ;  and  if  any  complaint  should  be  made  of  their  having  been  got  rid  of  in 
this  way,  we  will  refer  the  charge  to  yourselves.    Examine  such  witnesses  as 

•  When  disease  appeared  among  the  Convicts  in  the  Penitentiary,  two  extra. 
Physicians  were  appointed  ;  and  soon  after,  a  general  Medical  enquiry  instituted  : 
hut  this  was  for  Convicts!  The  helpless  poor,  when  assailed  hy  pestilence,  are  left 
to  the  solitary  care  of  the  lowest  hidder ;  who  may,  without  incurring  the  slightest 
notice  of  the  Board,  slur  over  the  Deaths  in  the  VVorkhouse,  in  any  manner  which 
may  happen  to  be  the  most  convenient. 


55 


you  "  ihinJy  npcexsnry"  ami  when  yoii  have  acqnillcd  yourselves,  as  you  will 
of  course  do,  we  will  express  our  entira  salis/'ac/iuii  at  the  verdict,  and  hush  up 
the  whole  alliiir  by  refusing  to  grant  any  information  on  the  subject. 

Such  is  the  lesson  deliberately  lauglil  by  the  Legislative  assembly  of 
Somerset  House.  The  fatal  results  having  been  carediliy  copied  from  their 
own  records ;  it  now  remains  to  be  seen,  how  long  the  lives  of  our  helpless 
fellow  creatm-es  are  to  be  entrusted  to  irresponsible  mercenaries,  who  have 
adopted  for  their  ju'inciple  of  action,  not  only  the  spirit,  but  the  very  letter  of 
Timon's  malediction. 

I^et  the  famished  flesh  slide  from  the  bones 
Of  the  Needy;  or  -prisons  swdlloiv  tlienij 
.find  diseases  lick  up  their  bloods. 

Bridgwater,  March  the  4th,  1S38. 


P.  S.  Havinp^  broupfht  the  foregoing^  series  of  harrowing  facts  down  to  the 
present  day,  I  now,  Sir,  offer  You  my  grateful  thanUs  for  having  enabled  me  to 
proclaim  these  fatal  outrages  to  an  extent  which  could  not  otherwise  iiave  been 
effected.  I  do  likewise  beg'  to  offer  my  acknowledgments  to  the  Conductors  of 
other  departments  of  the  Public  Press,  who,  while  they  differ  widely  in  political 
opinion,  have  agreed  in  promulgating  the  foregoing  statements,  in  the  most  liberal 
and  disinterested  manner.  For  this  zealous  co-operation  and  generous  confidence, 
1  can  make  no  other  return  than  to  declare,  that  although  I  have  already  given 
scrupulous  attention  to  the  matter  detailed,  I  hold  myself  bound  to  justify  the  con- 
fidence of  the  Public  Press,  by  entering  on  a  re-examination  of  any  statement 
made  by  me  which  may  be  questioned  by  competent  authority. 


J.  B. 


